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THE 



P R E F A C E. 

_ : HE fingle Note which Mr. 

I Drydm has made on the F'r[t 
Ceoigic, begins thu6 j " The Po- 
'* etry of this Book is more fub- 
^ lime than any Fart of Viu- 
' OIL, if I have any Tafte; and 
I " if ever I have copied his Ma* 
" jeftick Stile, 'tis here '\ This 
talfage has given Occaflon to a Remark on the 
Effay m the Second GetrgiCt publilh'd Come Time 
lince, that allowing what is there endeavour'd to be 
prov'd, namely, that the rec<Hid Georgk is meanly 
tranflated by Mr. Drj^n ; yet if the Firft is fo 
Very well done, that Mr. Drydeti takes the Liberty 
to give it a£ high Commendations as he could 
with Decency beftow on any "Thing of his own 
Writing ; this is fufficient to deter any t>ne from 
undertaking a new Tranflation of the Georgia. 

The Deiign of the following Effay is to an- 
fwer this ObjeSibn, *>y fhewing how far Mr. 
Dryden is from copying the Majefty of V i r c i l's 
Style in his Performancti ; how little he unde^ 
Hands ViR. g i l's Scnce in many Places, or enters 
into the Manner, and Charafter of the Authttr. 
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I perfwade my fel£ this will appear frequently 
by comparing the two Tranflations together ; but 
to make it yet plainer, I (hall here, examin a 
Paflage or two more fully than I can the whote 
in a Work of this Nature. I (hall begin with 
thc'firft fix Lines of Mr. Dryiens Vttfim^ which 
ought not to be fuppos'd thq worft : 

WhoJt ntahes a plenteous Harveft, when $p turn 
*th€ fruitful Soil^ and 'when to few the Cern j 
7%e Care of Sheep^ of Oxen^ and of Kine ; 
And how to raife on Elms the teeming Vine i 
T'he Birth and Genius of the frugal Bee, 
i fing, MiECENAS, and I fatg to 'thee, 

B E F o R B I enter upqn K^r. Dry den % Ttanflation, 
t cannot but obferve, th^t this Exordium or Propofition 
in the Original, is embelliiliV with\^ll the Art and 
Beauty imaginable, firfiy Tl>o Poet lays fiown thp 
Matter be intends tQ treat of, in the plaiii^ft Manner 
He mentions his Patronj b^t wi^lioi;t any Often* 
tatio!!> ; for he underftood very wpll ^hjit it depen- 
ded oti his Succefs in the Worl^ f/o fl^eyr that hf 
deferv'd the Honour tliat yra^ dpne him ^n being 
jfingled out by fo great a Judg(^ oh fuch an Oc- 
calion. The Matvfsr in whicf^ he lays dpwn his 
Subjeft is with the gre^tcft ^od^y : Quid j^- 
iiatj not QmAf^icit: qvio fidere conveniaiy et qui 
ft cultus ; and the firft mention he makes of him^ 
felf, ISnc canero incifiamr expreHJbs ^ becoqung 
Diffidence. He only fays^ He will hginj or Hp 
will try to writ^ on tbefe Subje(Sts in Verfe ; by 
which he fuggefts they are fp difficult that 
fee very much doubts noyf he m^y be able to go 
on with them. This is the Tren^or Oratpris fp much 
applauded by the Ancients. 

l9^ 
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In like manner, he rifes gradually at the | 
Beginning of each following Book : The Exordh 1 
um of the Second Book is chiefly a Recapitula* 
tion of the Firft : And then, with great Art, 
he brings in his Patron to aHift him in his farther 
Progrefs. 

When he comes to the Third Book, haying 
now gone as far i^gain as ever any one went be- 
fore, he rifes higher, and owns his Subjed to / 
be above the common Trifles which moft 
Writers are amus'd with. Here he ventures to 
declare that it was Mac^nas put him upon this 
Work; and, like a skilful Courtier, to enhance 
the Value of his Services, he obferves the Difficul- 
ty of th0 Task that was fet him, tua Macenas^ 
hand moDia jujfa. But then he (hews that nothing 
terrifies* him under fo great ^ Protedion : He ptomi- 
fes yet nobler Things in the Conclufion of the 
Piece. Alox tamen ardentes accingcar dicere pugnas. \ 

'Tis not till the Middle of the Third Book 
that he launches out in fuch a manner as othe^ 
Poets have frequently begun with. 

Sed me Parnajji deferta per ardua dukis 
tiaptat amor ; juvat ire jugis qua nulla prioruni 
Cafialiam moUi devertitur orbita clivo. 

And again. 
Nunc veneranda Pales^ mc^gm nunc oxe fojnandum. 

At. He 
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t This Paflage the Comoienrarors underftand of the j^ineU ; 
but It is plainly meant of the Fourth Georgic* There he de- 
fcribes the Ardentes Pu^naT, the Civil Wars betwixt the fame 
People for the Sake of Rival Kings. In this Sence the Paf^ 
figc is very fublime, to promife to introduce CucK ^ ^axvtx 
in calking of Bees ; but in one ?oem to ^xotcMwcvck\\\!^\ '-^ 
Low, Miid unworthy of K JRG Iti «^^i '•^^'^ vj^Ci^^ n.vww^^ 
inco bis ImBgiatx'iQti^ 
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He enters boldly trpon the Fourth Book^ hi^- 
ving alrea4y made thr^ Times as mnich of his 
Subjed as the celebrated 'Grecian ; and the ftroc^eft 
£xpref][ionhe any ivhere makes ufeof in felation 
to himfelf, is here 

In tenui lakr : at unuis mn gloria ; fi quern 
Numina lavajlnunty auiit^ vocatui Apoll: 

a Paflage not at all wnderftood by the Conunen- 
tators. 

B u T to rctufn tjo the Exordium of the Firil 
Book : If the Manner of it is lo artful and 
judicious, the Style is equally fo ; which I 
Ihall demonftrat^ as I go along with my Remark^ 
upon Mr. Drydens Verfion of this Paflfage. 

ffljat makes n pimeous Harvefl^ 

This Begimiing is dogmatical, and vulgar, and 
mean, confid^ring who it is addreft to. ViK o i l 
does not propofe the Praftice of Husbandry to 
Macenas as if he was to get his Livelihood by it, 
but he reprefents Husbandry as an Embelliftiment 
of the Earth, as well ^s a neceffary Labour. He 
declares it to have been the Decree of Heaven, 
in order to banifh Sloth from amoqgft Maaktnd. 

— Pater fpje toiendi 
Haud facilem ejfe viam njotuity &c. 

H E (hews by many Inftances in each of the 
Georgics, that it was the Employment of the 
Greateflr Men amongft them, even of their Prin*** 
CCS, and their Heroes, or Demi^gods. 

Whoev\er looks over the Schedule of the 
Countryman's Tools in this Book, will find a God, 
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f Gad46&i ;^n4 a Morm^^ to J^ve t^eo^ the lav^i^r 
ters of ^^ral of ^hei|i ; fy;v4 ^P?" tljuus i^Qcpunt |t is 
that ViRGijL ijB|:fio4ucft? 4w jLWi wWfh, if 
I n>i(fcike po?^ ^ *ms x^t ^ipft 4pUghti54 wi4;h 
of ^ny o^ in ^1 hi^^^Ofgi^. 

^ ¥ ^^0 mm dfVI^ 0^^ ^^^^^ 

TjiE ii^l $eiiq: x>f ^bish Lipp is. If ymHvt 
41 due Vdfuffir J^^pn^rjf ^tJ^mfi^orJims of^afl JSz»r 
jfdoymnts ; fiiit JM^r. {^rj^^ has (i^iQ^t^d this Line 
in the 4«#ie W^y .|^ thjB fff&. 

•r-^ >^ Ph^^mm hfifte lin. 247 
7/^^ frmiud BkJJing of a hunt^us Crop. 

But there is j^HQther j^e^oipk to be mf de 
fippn 4khi$ HenMfUcli. 

V 

tf^ m^s a plm^m Haxvtft^ 

HsRvE Mr. Pni^^ foUo^vs ^msy zs Ruaiis 
follows iPovtai^i but lie might Imve learnt from 
iibvesal other QDmmeqtu^tors^ that Siegetes in this 
Place doi^s not jSgpify ^hc Qovtty but the Corn- 
Imis ; tjbough ,witho»t the Help of any Com- 
paen^tor, it is cafy .?o fee that in a JDjfcourfe of 
Hu^bandry^ the qs^nuri^ and plovighing of tljic 
Ground H\u(t needs. be n^ntioned before the Har- 
veft : But this is ftill more evident, wben we con- 
iider that Virgil would not pretend to in- 
firud Husbandmen in any Thing but what is 
in thtir Power to perform. Now it is certain, 
and ViRoiL himfdif very finely ftxews it a 
little lower, tfeit a pkMeous ,^.'^xvcik does not de- 
pend upon Pruflpnce or Laboi^r, but naany other 
Thifigs bc^des : W,hat gbfolutely depends uij- 
on every . one's Diligence ai^d Caxe^ \% cxiJccv^^v- 
ing the Soil^ in order to mskz It ca^^\>\^ ^^ Ox^^^ 
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Increafe r and therefore lotas Segetes plainly mean9 
Campos fru£luofos. It ought to be obfer/d like- 
wife, how artfully the Poet chufes this Figurative^ 
Adjeftive latas : For no proper Epithet could 
have exprefs'd his Sence. Latas is by Servius, and' 
others, taken fpr Pingues j but that is very diftant 
from the Author's Meaning. Some Lands are of 
themfelves too fat, and by that means heavy and 
dull ; and the Way to make them latas^ joyful^ is by 
Ploug^hing^ and other Methods which the Poet 
mentions. Neither is it meant to exprcfs fmres 
only ; for tho' That would have been proper in 
relation to heavy j rich Soil, it would not have 
anfwered to the lighter^ which this figurative Ex- 
preflion does to aH alike, 

I (hall conclude this Remark with what may 
be of Ufe to our Obfervations throughout the 
whole Book. I ihall take notice what it was 
that made Mr. Dryden miftakc his Author in this 
Place, and fo many others. This appears to have 
been the different Manner the Latin^ and the En^ 
glijh Poet wrote in, from very different Reafons. 
Virgil, who underftood his Subjeft perfeftly 
well, and had the ftrongeft Ideas and fulleft Im- 
prelfions of what he treated about, takes Care 
to paint to the Life every Thing he meddles with, 
and to defcribe it ftrongly to the Imagination, 
without expreffing the Thing it felf in the com- 
mon Phrafes. 

Quid faciat latas Segetes. 

Here the Poet gives Life and Senfe to the 
Earth; and this Expreffion enlivens the Fancy 
of the Reader, and fpreads before his Eyes 
vaft I'rads of Ground covered With all Sorts of 
Gi^ain. But the moment you pronounce 
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JVh^ tn^s d fhntems Hanrveft, 

nothing rkb« to tbe Miad bat ^ FiAniier w^ixig 
kU Corti) orearryiag it to MarliLet 

The Mcannefs of Mr. Drydens Style was 
cwing to the X'Owncfs of his Imagination on this 
SubjdSl, of which lie had but very flight G)ncepti- 
ons, or rather was jpet^fe&Iy igiu)rant. This 
inade him frequently fall into the groflfeft of all 
Miftabes ; which was to exf^'cfs the 'Thing fpoken 
4pf in the moft proper or vulgar Termis s He was 
fend of (hiewing his Learning in a maimer 
chat V; ii G i L was afliamM of ; and for the fame 
Reafdn, ij^hen Virgil defcribes the matter in 
Hand by fome remarkable Peculiarity, Mr. Dryden^ 
i^iu»ant of the Beauty of hi^ Author^ runs it^co 
a flat Account of the Thing itfelf. The Exam* 
pies of tiiis Kind aie iHniBiierable. I (hall 
mention bat one. 

Balammnjue ff^gn^ fim$h meffare JdubrL r 

This Verfe reprefents fully to the Life, a 
JFlock of Sheep walfa'd in a River ; for the moft 
femaf kable Thing on that Occafion, is the pro- 
digious Bleating which they make : But Mr. 
Dtydm not acquainted with Nature, tranflates 
th|s Line thus^ 

and fteip 

In v)WSom Water-falls the WooBy'Sheep. \m.i66 

Bt cafting my Eye upon this Paffage of Mr. 
pryden^ I find it followed by another juft of the 
fame Turn of Tranflation. 
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And oft the drudging Afs is driven with ToyI, 
To neighboring Towns with Apples and with Oyl : 
Returning late, and loaden Home with Gain 
Of bartend Pitchy and Hand*mills for the Grain* 

(1.367 

Sdtfe oko tardi coftas agitator afeHi, 

Vilibus out oner at pomis : lapidemque revertim 

Incufuniy ata atra majfam ficis urhe reportat. 

HereVikgil paints in ftrong G)lours a Mafli 
driving a poor Afs with bare Ribs, and a heavy 
Burden ; and the incufum lapidem is a very poetical 
Defcription of a Mill-ftone. But Mr. Dry den has 
loft all the Beauties of the whole Paffage. 

I N like manner, in moflr of the Prognoftics of 
the Weather, nothing can be wider from the Origi- 
nal than the I'ranfla^ion. The following Quotation 

will ferve for one Inftance amongfb a Multitude. 

♦ 

Solis et occafum fewans de cuhnine futnmo 
Necqukquant feros ixercet noBua cautus. 

V I R GIL embellifhes this mean Subjeft in a 
very extraordinary Manner. When he is to fay 
that the Hooting of Owls at Night is a Sign 
of fair Weather, he takes Occafion to make a 
delicate Refleftion upon fuperftitious People. 
Owls were fuppo&'d by fuch Perfons always to 
forebode feme Calamity by their Noifc ; but 
cow, fays he, they fing necquicquanty in vain ; 
for No- body is fo weak as to expeft bad Weather 
from their Mufic. Mr. Dryden^ inftcad of giving 
the fame Hint, introduces his NoBua with th« 
Poetry of a City Bellman. 

And Owls J that mark the fetting Sun, declare 

ji Starlight Evenings and a Morning fair. I. 547 
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T HI s I ttke to be as Low Writing as tiix be 
^et witli in any PoeticiU JPerformahce. 
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What is next .to , be pxamia'd, is the %emailideu 
p£ tbe :&jl Lice> imd the jreil.of vthe Coiiplet. 

j-^ JVhmtp mm 
Itb^ fruitful Srilj md vAm tP I(y^ffiKQ>P' 

Hekq ii^ain Mr. iXy^fiftir iinha^pi 
'^Ms : For uany pne chat anf^i^ds to the Matter 
treated of in this Geergicy will perceive that^S^ife- 
be is iu)t \isfd here figufstti^ly^ The Cal^at 
JSigm ta }be 4obferv!d i)y this Mv($b^dnun mate 
a confiidottble iPart of this ^Qok } .Ai^d this a-^ 

ein Tihevits that the Poet ;w^ notC >u(\mindful wh6 
wrote vto; and indeed he iievejr lofes Sight c^ 
^is fairon. But Mr. JSrj^n is Mjl lower thati 
Ruaus's Interpretation ; ff^n to turn the Soil | 
and fFhen to fow the Corn. Had Virgil put 
Two Quamks Anto his ,tw0 ii^ft MneSi Mieenai 
had never read any further. 



How Would It have ftood in the Laiik,.i£ V i »^ 
OIL had begUQ 

Quid faciat lotas Sgi^es, ei ^yertew quaodb 
Terram, Marcenas^ tilmtftjue adjuiigere quaml6 
. J^tes, and fo on .^ 

Yet this J^jtfls* i? wallj^ as Poetlcil as Mri 
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I; need not- 6b^e1?^^ ^^a* i^»^^ is a faflcr Eij- 
pletive, and^ ^n ' improper one ; for paw Soil 
muft be tum*^ as d«reH as^ ^q fruitful j :Qr that 



X The r (li E F J C E. 

Mihen to fow the Corn is perfedly for Rhyme Sake; 
and unknown to the Original ; Or how odly 
the Subjeft of the Third Book is plac'd before 
that of the Second. I'hefe Improprieties lye 
obvious to every Eye : Nor is it lefs vifible 
that the Sheep^ the Oxen^ and the Kine vfvAk on 
as quietly and as regularly in the Metre as if 
they were going to a Fair. I (hall now take 
Uotice of the iaft Couplet. 

7%e Birth and Genius of the frugal Bee, 
/ fingy Marcenas^ and IJing to Thee J . 

Quanta experientia is very . ftrangcly tranfltted 
Birth and Genim. Mr. Dry den Aid riot at all 
enter into V i R c i hs Delign of pvopofing the 
Wifdom, and Government, and Arts of that little 
Creature, for. ian Example to the Romans ; yet 
this Overfight is more excuiable than the following 
Line ; ■ "' 

• ■ ■ ■ - ■ • . ' \ k 

//»^, Maecenas, and I Jing to T%ee^ ^ 

I . •, .. . 

Which is an empty Rant, and conveys na 
clear Idea at all to the Mind ; but the; little that 
it does imply is diredly oppofite to ViROii/$ 
Sence, and Modefty ; And yet I am perfwaded 
Mr. Dryden thought this an admirable Imitation 
of Virgil's Majefiick Style. 

I T is too apparent to admit of the leaft Doubt 
tliat Mr. Dryden did not fufficientjy attend to 
his Author, when he is Majeflic, and when his 
Style is on Purpofe Low : And what is yet more 
extraordinary, he never once, as , I can: perceive, 
endeavours to imitate the Refemblanca of ViR-f 
€JL*5-Numbm to the Thing defc/ibU . 
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That Mr. Dryden did not attend to his Au- 
thor's Style, the PafTage jiift mentioned is a plain 
Inflance. Hinc canere incifiam is very cool and fe« 
date ; but Mr. Dryden foars as high as ever his 
Wings could c^rry him. 1 he Invocation is through^ 
out very fublime> efpecially in this Pailage. 

Vefiro fi munere teBus 



Chnoniam pingu^ glamUm mutavif arifia, 
Poculaque inventis Acheloia ntifcuit uvis : 

Which Mr. Dryden tranflates, 

Who g(we us Corn fyr Mafiy for Water Wine : L lo. 

These childifh Antithefcs, whidi V i n o i l c- 

vcr avoids, Mr. Dryden continually aftefts. His 

Fancy was fo over-run with this Low Kind of 

Epigrammrc Wit, that he has debas'd even Ovid^ 

efpecially the fincft Parts of the Metamorpho- 

fis ; for a Proof of which I refeir the Readcc 

to the Deluge iti the Firft Book ; and yet thl^ 

Fault is more inexcufable in (he 9ook now be^. 

fore us. [:/: ; 

... "■• • • j-i 

India mittit EbuTm r 

■ ■• » • '• 

India black E&on^ and white Ivry heax^ \ J. 8 J 

■f ■' 

And again the- following l^ine is entirely his own. 

• * ^ 

No r^fi^ Winds or falling Storms are nigh, li^^ ^17 

But Mr. Dryden^s , V^rfion of one of the moft 
Majeftic PafTagea of . this Firft Georgic is very well 
worth obferving. This is in the Pefcription of 
;he Thunder^Stonn. 
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^-^ 7niii4 nimhmm in noSh^ corufca 
f'ubniHa molimr dextra. 

• - ■ 

Which Mr. pryt^H tifttjflatfes tlrss^ ha^ng 0S 

Jupttet, 

And from the middle IJiAncfe ftaptngtm^ 

By Ftts he deals Ms fiery Bdks dbwi. 1.44^ 

This is vcryjike ^^i^db's P^f^fiption of 
an unfavory Shower that fell amongft the Mob^^ 
but not kt all rcfembling Vf Raid's. 

Wh t Mr. ijryito* did not endeavour toimifatQ 
V IK oil's Nuiribers^ whefie ihe- Skind^ is fiiU 4 
Comment on thi Senie^ is not €&(y to imagin, un« 
lefs it was bcc^oti'd by the Hafte he i¥rotc in ; 
for as this is one of the mtik agieeaUe^ fo it is 
certainly onto of th^ moft tfoublefem Parts of Po-^ 
etry. The Inp^enipus Editor df ihid^s Kfetamor- 
phofisV tranflated^ makes k Qoeftion whether this 
Peculiarity of Metre was intended, or only ac- 
cidental. If that Learned Gentleman had confider'4 
Virgil, I mean> this Pan dfliis Works, the 
GecrgiiiSj as thoroughly as he had fearch'd into O- 
vidy 1 art ' perfwaded he would not have had 
any Doubt on that Subjed. If I miflake not, at 
leaft a Tenth Pirt of all the Lines of tho Four 
GeoYgics are work'd up after this Manner. Vida, 
Is fo e^^plicit in Exinipled l>f this Kind from ViR*. 
G I L, that ^tf//^^r treats that Part of his Poem as a 
kind of Cento. Buf indeed he does not feem to 
have done that Pbcm" Juilice iri any tt^'ptGc. It is 
a great Pleafu re to fee fo ^taluable 4 Pi^ce fo ex- 
cellently tranflated of late : It caftYlot fail of being: 
of particular Ufe to Englijb Readers upon >the 

• . Subje(5t 
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5ubje6k which I am now treating of ; no other 
Anthor having hancflted it fe fofly; The Lord 
fb^fcontmny in hii9 invafnaWe Trcatifc, has not 
omitted it. The EJfaj^ n» Crituifift has gone feme- 
thing farcftef j but another WritreEi by Example, 
though not by Precept, I mean the Anthor of 
Cydefy has carry*d this Bwnt higher than any one 
before him in otnr Langnage. That Piece every^ 
where abeundfj with this, Knd of Excdlence, 
as it ^cs with all Perfeafohs; which is not 
flrange when we confider from whence the Plan of 
the Poem, the IKgreffions, and the Language it, 
fetf are talcn. In the Particular I am treating 
of, the Englifi Pbet has often come up to the 
Strength of the Roman Writer. I beg Lea?e to 
fnention only one. 

Ilclkrem Sorea rigidmir fpiramt imvere. Geosgtc 2d< 

•~ and Bonal %ririt binfters frore. 

Heat I cannot refift the Temptation of ci- 
ting an Original Pafi&ge in that incomparable 
Piece which fhews how capaWe our Language 
is of this kind of Beauty. 'Tis in the JDefcription 
of a FtoKy Morning. 

Now the Fowler warned 



Bjr thefe good Omens, with fwift early Steps, 
breads the Crimp Earthy 

'Ti5 impoffible any one fhould have a Poeti- 
otl Ear, and not be fenfible of the Power * of 
'iFhefe Four Monofyllables, "tn&di tha Crimf Earthy 
which make the Reader hear the Frofty CrQun4 
ciaih vnder his Feet. 



\^ 
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It is no fmall Fault in Mr. Drydetfs Tianflatl- 
on that he has pafs'd over all the Beauties of this 
nature, in the Georgus. One would have thought 
that He who protefs'd he had a particular Art 
of Verfifying would have exerted it on this Oc-* 
cadon. What this Art was I am not able to guefs, 
but it feems probable that it was rather Poetical 
Genius than Art that Mr. Drydens beft Lines were 
owing to : At leaft 'tis plain to be perceiv'd^ 
that he had not fuch a certain Method of Ver- 
iification as is obfervable in feveral Writers fince 
Mr. Drjdens Time. What I mean will be bet- 
ter explained by Example than by any thing I 
can fay about it. For Inftance^ this following Line 
has Nothing of Verle in it. 

BegiUy when the fl&w IVaggoner defcends. L 318 

The Cscfure, or Paufe^ is faid to be die chief 
Thing to be obferv'd in the Mechanifm of a Verfe, 
and the Sufpence which is occafipn'd by fome 
Tranfpofition or other of the Phrafe, is very pro- 
perly calW, by the bell French Ctitick in Poe- 
try I ever met with^' the Suul of the Verfe. In 
the Line above quoted, there is neither Csfure 
nor Sufpence ; and yet with the leaft Alteration 
poifible, the fame Words would make a very good 
Line; as thus, 

Begin^ when flow the Waggoner iefcends 

All the Alteration is only changing the Ad* 

J'eftive into an Adverb, by which Means the 
^article is brought near to its Relative, which 
remedys the Defeft in the Carfurfc ; and the Ad- 
verb being remov'd at fome Diftance from the 
yerb, caufes the neccffary Sufpence. Mr. Dry 

devl 
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dt», not having made this little Alteration, thewi 
evidently that he was not (o great a Verfifier as 
he frequently alTured the World he was, and as 
the World was pleas'd to believe on his Word, 

I N the Notes at the end of this Eflay, I 
have Luther endeavouted, bnt not by fo many 
Inftapces as might have been taken Notice of, 
tot that would have been an endlels Task, to 
Chew that Mr. Drydea miftook extremely, when 
he thought he had fo nearly imitated the Style 
of this Geargic ; not that I ^ree with Him that 
it is more fublime than any Part of V i r e i l*s 
Works. I cannot fee that it is fublimer than 
«iy other of the Gtariia i Thole excepted, I am 
ready to fubfcnbe to his Opinion; but as to 
the Four Gtorita themfelves, the Beauties of the 
Style, the Me^od, and Manner of each are ve- 
ry distent ^m the others ; and each is a moil 
finiih'd Mafter-piece in its kind. 
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V I'KG 1 Vs 
HUSBANDRY. 

Book I. 



W' 



HA't may deMit the PlatnSy beneath ^hiXSiffts 
The Soil be turn d, and joyn'd with Elms the Pi'ffe-/, 
What C»re to Herds, Mxctnas, and their Young,*. 
What miglrty Arts to Thrifty Bees belong, t 
Hena, wiljltijtoiaiftthe vent'iousSoiig. »' 



.VIRGILII GionGicoN. Xi^ Primus, 

QUID faciat Lotas Segeto, avo Sydere Tetnm 
Ventre, MM CENA S, Ulmifque adjunfure Vitej 
Coweniat ; Qu^ Cura Boum, qui ctdtxt baietdo 
Sit Pecori, Apibus qumitA Htferientia Pareiip 

Afr, D&tDEirs Version. 

Whatmakei & plenteotii Htrvell, when to Turn 

The Frnitful Soil, and when to Sow the Cotat 

The Care of Sheep, of Oxen, and of Kine,_ 
,And when to raifc on Elms the teeming ViM \ 

The Birth and Genius of the frugal B«e^ 
/ &Jg, M<rt*iut, and I ling to Th«\ 



2 VIRGIVs Husbandry; 

Lights oF the World ! Yc brightcft Orbs on high I 

That lead the flidbg Year around the Sky : 

Bacchus and foft 'ring Ctres, Heav'nly Pair, 

If for Chaonian Maft the ihining Ear 

Firft did the Earth by your kind Gift produce, 

And mix'd with ChryftalStreams-the Cluftcr*s Juice j 

And you blcft Pow'rs, ftill prcfent to the Swain, 

Hither ye Fawnij and you the Drjad Train, 

Your Gifts I fing : And Th6Uj whole Trident's Force 

Fir A clave the Earth, andrais'd the neidiing Horfe : 

And Thou the Guardian of the Sylvan Toil, 

Whofe full Three Hundred Steers graze C<ed% Me : ; 

And Pan^ if thy Arcadia be thy Care, 

Hither, thou Guardian of the Flock, repair : . 

Hinc canere incipiam. Vos& cJarlJ/ana tnunii 
Lumina, lahentem calo quae ducitis annum : 
Lihrj 8 alma Ceres, vejiro ft munere tellus 
Chaoniam fhgui glandem mutafjit arifiay 
Poculaque invenjis Acbelom mifcuit uvis; 
Et vos agreftum ffitfentia numina Fauni \ 
Ferie fimul Faunique fedemy Dryadefque fueViti 
Munera veftra cauo. Tuque i, cm prima frementem 
Fudit equum, magno tellus fercujfa tridenti, 
Jt^eptune : et culior nemorum, cut pinguia Cece 
Ttr centum nwei tondent dumata juvenci \ 
Ipfe nemus linquens patrium faltufque Ljccei^ 
Pan ovium cujios, tuaji tihi mcenala, curce, 
Adjis Sy T^gcce, favens j oleceque Minerva 

Ye Deities ! who Fields and Plains prote&. 
Who rule the Seafons, and the Year direQ ^ 
Bacchus and folFring Ceres , Pow'rs Divine, 
Who gave us Com for Maft, for Water Wine : to 

Ye Fawns, propitious to the Rural Swains, 
Ve Nymphs that haunt the Mountains and the Plains, 
Jfoin in my Works and to my Numbers bring 
Your needful Succour, for your Gifts I fing : 
And thou, whofe Trident ftruck the teeming Earth* 15 

And made a PafTage for the Courfer*s Birth, 
And thou, for whom the C^^rji. Shore fofiains 
Thy Milky Herds, that graze the FlowVy Phins< 
Ajid thou, the Shepherds tutelary God, 
Leave for g while, O Pan ! thy lov'd Abode : lo 

And if Arcadian Fleeces be thy Care, 
From Fields and Mouataias co my Song repair^ 

Minerva, 
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Minerva J ibr by you the C^ves flow ; 

And you, Fair Youth, the Founder of the Plough ; 

And you, Sylv^musy with your Cyprefs Bough : 

Come all ye Gods, and Goddeifes that hear 

The Suppliant Swain, and make the Fields your Caije : 

You, who the Bloom of Seedlefs Fruits fuftain. 

And You, who on &e Sown fend down the lundly Rsun : 

And chi^y Thou : Whofe future Seat on High, 

(In what bright Council of the Starry Sky,) 

Uncertain is; whether. Great ^If/ir, Thou 

Wilt chufe to watch o er Cities here below. 

Or on the Fields thy gracious Looks beftow: 

Parent of Fruits, and pow'rfiil of the Storm, 

Mankind to thee {hall Sacred Rites perform ; 

Throughout the Mighty Orb thy Empire own,' 

And with thy Mother & Boughs thy Temples crowtt 

InvenfrJx ; uncique fuer monftraior aratri ; 
Et teneram ah radice ferens, Silvantfy cuprejjim : 
Dijque De^que ornnes, ftudium quihus arva iueri^ 
Quique novas alitis non ullo famine fruges j 
(iuique fatis Jargum cosh demiititis imbrem. 
T^que adeo, quern mox quce Jint baiitura deorum 
Concilia J incertum efi\ urbejne invifere Gefar^ 
Terrarumve veliscuram^ et temaximus orbis 
AuSloremfrugumj temfeftatumque fotenHm 
Accifietj cingens materha temfora myrto j 

IfiventQf, PdlUt, of the fat^ning Oy} ; 

Thou Founder of the Plough and Ploughman*s ToyI ; 

And thou, whofe Hands the Shtiwd-like Cyfreft rear j 1 s$ 

Come all ye Gods and GoddeiTes, that wear > 

The rural Honours and iocreafe the Year. J 

Tiu who fuppfy the Ground with Seeds of Grain ; 

jind jou, who fweil fhofe Seeds with Kindly Ratn : 

And chiefly thou, whofe undetermined Sci^te 30 

Is yet the Dufinefs of th^ Gods Debate : 

Whether in After-times to be declared 

The Patron of the World, and fLome^'s pecuKar Guard, 

Or oVr the Fruits and Sc^foxjs to prefidc» 

And the round Circuit of the Year to guide. 35 

Powerful of Bieflings, which thou Strcw'ft around 

And with thy Goddefs Mother^s Myrtle crown'd. 

B a O^^ 
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Or, God of Ocean, vnk thou fix thy Reign, 

To Thule's utmpftSho^r thj vaft Domain ? 

To Thee alone the Mariner fliall pray, 

And Thetis aH her VYaves for thy Mi^nce pay : 

Or in the Sitarry Regions wik Thou ihine. 

Amid the lingring; Months a new rofe Sign ? 

There \yhfire the op'ning Void attends thy Laws, 

Betwixt the Mntcfy and the purfuing Claws ; 

For Thee J his Arm? the ScorfiQn now coxAies, 

And his unequal Share of Heav n refigns : 

Whatever, in the H^^s of Light, you B be, > 

(For Stygian Deeps can t ask a King Kkc thee, V» 

Nor thou with fuch a direful Hule agree : 3 

Tho' wondering Greece Ehjian Fields admires, 

^ot Prof er fine at CJrr^/ Prayer retires^} 

An deus mmenii venfas mofis^ at iua muUf 
Numina foln coianf : tibiferviai ultima Thule, 
Teque fibi generum iRfthys emat omnibus m^s ^ 
An n^ noimm iardis fidus fe menfibiis addas^ 
dua locus Erimnen inter C/^Jafque feq^nfis 
Fandityt. I^e tiki Jam bracbia, conirahii ayd^ns 
Scorpios, ef call fufta plus parte reUn^mt* 
Quicquid eris (nam te nee fferenX Tartofare^m ; 
Nee tibi regnandi veniat tarn dira cufidoy 
Quamvis Ebfjios miretur Qrcccia camfos^ 
Nee repetifa Jequi curet groferfina matr^m) 

Or wilt thoo C</2rr, chufc the watry Rciga, 

To fmooth the Surges, and cprreCc the l^^i^^. «^ 

Then Mariners in Storms to thee (ball piay f- 4^i 

Ev»n utmoft Thule (hall thy PgWr obey *, 

And Neptune (hall refijQ the FaCces of the Sea« 

"i he watry VirgiBs for thy Bed fliau drive, 

And Tetbys all her Waves in Dowry ^ve. 

Or wilt thou blefs our Summers with thy Rays 45 

And leated near the Ballauce, poife the Day^ > 

Where in the Void of Heaven a Space is fcee, 

Bctwjxt the Scorpion and the Haid Tor thee. I 

The Scorpion ready to receive thy Laws,, I 

Tields half his V^egion^ and contrads his daws^ ^ 

Whatever part of Heaven thou (halt obtain, 

For let not Upll prefume of fuch a Keiga , 

Nor let fo dire a Third of Empire mc/ve 

Thy Mind, to leave thy Kindred Gocjs above. 

Tho"* Oresoe admires ElyfiumH bed Retrekt, 55 

Tho' /'r^yer/jme affects hpr filent Seat, 

And imporcun*d by Ceres to remove, 

ItejtttihQ fitilds tdow tt tbofe above* 

Thee 



} 



Thee I invoke : Do Tl^» ^J^tD^QoinA^ 
And to tU boiW Attcinpt avc ^^ Force j 
Pity ivith me th' vt^kUfiil Fe^i&n|» Od^ 
3^in your B.^]g9> wi bea« «v n ik>w ow Pray'ra: 
£i ea^ Sf^i^ ^^v^ ffom^^whiiequig H^ 
The gentle Moil^uf#fijknt}ydifiiB$; 
When crmnbliM to the Z^fbyrs fifis the Soil ; 
Then, let my BuUock groan l?ipne^h his Toil : 
Deep let the Plough wimia tte $w&c« w^ar. 
And polilh'd with ^ Furrow ih|na the Sbitf ? 
Thofe Plainsy at laft, th^ Pfafent'a Hopes comfd^t^ 
Which twice the Cold have felt, and twicse the Heat : 
Burfi were the Barns with their luxuriant Freight. 

2)4 facitem curfumy aiqu$ aiddofiius annu^ c<j^i^s^ 
I^m^qfte vim meum mifi^atH^ <W^fi'h 

Vere novo, s^li4us cam's ami moniihus humor 
UquitUTy ei Z^phy^ futris ff gleba refolvit^ 
^efujjih i^cipm j[am turn mi hi taums aratro 
Jnffnuir^y et fut^a aitritiis ffkndefcar^ vomer. 
lUa fe^^dmuak vonis r^fpo^d^t avari 
^gricow. Us quc^'joliM^ his fngora feptft ; 
Jllius immenfce ruperunt horrea mejfes. 

Bat thou propitious C4/V gi^Ide my Co^f^, 
And to my bold EndpivvoDrs ajdd thy Force* fy 

Pity the Foetus and the Flo^gh;alan*s Qares, ^ 

Intreft thy GbreeiAefl iq qm oieaa A^M^rs > 

And ufe thy felf betimes to \»9tx i|i^d graot Qur PravVi^ 

While yet ^he Spi^ins is yonnf, wbile Earth uabindi 
Her frozen BofQaacathe WefWra Winds ; 6$ 

While Mountain Snoi^ diiTplv^ againft the Sun, 
And Streams 9 yet mew* from Precipices run* 
Ey^ in this early Dawning of t^e YeiM^, 
Produce the Plough, and yo^^ \\^ fii^i^dy Ste«r» 
And goad him tiU hf groans beoeaith his Toil, 70 

Till the bright Share i;i bu^y*d in the Soil. 
That Crop rewards the greedy Pcainu's Pains, 7 

Which twice the Sua, and twice ihc Cold fufta^Sp^ > 

And burfts the crowdcdBarnS|Wichmorechan promised Grains. 3 

Bwi 
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But e er we launch intx> the Plkin unfaiown^ 
The Winds, the various Heavens ihould be fihown } 
The Wills, the native Coftoms of the Fields, 
And what each dime rcfifts, and what it yields : 
The Harvest Here, There Vines more happy round, 
Elfewhcre the Ir^^i with Golden Produfls crown d, 
And Heris unfeidd^n rife, and throng the Ground : 
Do you not fee how T^olus his Perfumesy 
Her Ivry India^ foft Zaymans GumSy 
How Pontus heady Caftor fends from far, -^ i 

The Zfanrards Steel j EPin^m Hills the Mare^ ^ i- 

Ficircc to th' Olympic Palms, and rapid Car ? i3i 

At frius ignotum ferro quam fcindimut aquor, 
Ventos^ et varium cceli frcedifcere morem 
Cura fit J ac fatrios tuUufque bahitufque lecorumj 
Et quid quceque ferat regio, et quid qu^que recufef. 
Hftfegetesy illic veniunt feliciiis uvce: 
Arhotei fcetus nlihi atque injujffh vtreftunt 
Gramind. Nome videsy croceds ut Tmolus adbres^ 
India mittit ehur^ moUes fua tbura Sahat ? 
At Chaljhes nudi ferrumj virojhque Pontus 
Cajioren^ Eliadum f almas Efiros equasrum f 

ButeVr we flirthe yet unbroken Ground, 71^ 

The various Courfe of Seafons muft be found ; 

The Weather, and the fetting of the Winds, 

The Culture fuicing to the fevVal Kinds 

Of Seeds and P]«nts ; and what will thrive and rifh 

And what the Genius of the Soil denies ^ 9o 

This Ground with Bseebut, that with Ceres fuits ; 

That other loads the Trees with happy Fruits. 

A fourth with Grafs, unbidden deckis the Ground $ 

Thus Tmolus is with yellow Saffron ctovfn*ii 

India blscit Ehon^ and white Ivory bears : S5 

And foft Idttme weeps her odVous Tears. 

Thus Pentus fends her Beaver Stones from fiir it 

And naked Spauisrds temper Steel fer War, 

Epirus for th^ El^sn Chariot breeds 

(In hopes of Palms) a Race ef running Steeds^. $0 
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Nature, thefe Covenants, theie Eternal Bands 
Impos a, immediate, on the fev'ral Lands, 
When firft Deucalion thro* the empty Space 
Tire Flints dilpers'd ; Hence Man's laborious Race* 
Come then, Bcffn. Strait let the vig'rou^ Steer 
Turn the JUich Furrow in the New-bom Year 9 
And Summers Heat with rip'ning Suns purfue 
The Skt^ifli Qebe, and all the Clod fubdue. 
But if not fat the Soil, it will fuflSce, 
When bri^t ArSurus mounts the purple Skies, 
To fkim uie Sur&ce with a Gentle Share 
And lift the Furrow lightly to the Air ; 
Tbirej }e& the Weeds the fmiHng Blade withfland, 
Left Mcnfture, fJere^ defert the Barren Sand. 



Cmtinw hat legHf ^temaque fddera eertis 
Imfofuit Natura hits : qu9 tempore frimum 
Detualivn njacwun lafides jaBavit in orhem : 
Vndi bvmims nati; durum genus* Ergo nge^ tirrw 
Pingui folum frimis extemfh a tnenfibus ami 
Fwus inwrtant tauri^ glelafyue jaeentis 
Pulvimlmta eoquat maturis filihus dBat» 
Jitfi nmfiurit tellus fdcunda ; fuh ipfum 
ArShrumtenui fat trit fufpendere fulco t 
JliiCp officiant l^tis ne frugihus hcrb£: 
Hie, fieriitm exiguut ne deferat humor arenam. 



This is tk* Origioal ContraO; ; there the Laws 

ImposM by Nature, and by Nature^s Caufe, 

On fundry Places, when Deucalion hutVd 

His Mothers Entrails on the defart World : 

Whence Men, a hard laborious Kind, were born* 

Then borrow Part of Winter for thy Com , 

And early with thy Team the Glebe in Furrows turn* 

That while the Turf lies open, and unbound. 

Succeeding Suns may bake the Mellow Ground* 

But if the Soil be Ifarren, only fear xo« 

The Surface, and but lightly print the Share, 

When cold jir^ums rifes with the Sun; 

Left wicked Weeds the Corn fliouM over-run 

In watry Soils; or left the barren Sand 

Should fuck the Moifture from the thicfty Land.^. 10$ 

So 
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So to Shorn Plains you'll Reft alternate j^dd, 

And lafting Quiet to the Ungring Field 5 

Or, There, you 11 chufe to fow the Golden CdtH^ 

Whence, pleas'd with tattling Mdto, the Pnljh was bohi ; 

Or where the Vetches little OflSpring Kbod^ 

Or Lupins brittle Stalks, aitd founding Wood : 

For Flaxen Harvefts cter butn the Plain, 

Oats ever bum it with their hulkf Qtaiti : 

The hungry Poppj^ bums up all tne QtOund, 

A gloomy Race, m SXtt^lkih^aH dtoWil'd. 

But flill alternate Tillage aids your Tbil ; 

Only, don t blulh to guit the ctavitig Soil 

With fat mng Muck, nor o'er th' e^haufled Sand 

To fpread vile Aflies with a ftiencUy fiUnd : 

Thus, with the Chang d Produce, is eas'd the Field, 

Nor undeferving is the Plain untill'd. 

jiitemif idem Unfat UffaU n^sUi^ 
Et fegnem pdtiefe jttn durefcife tamfurH, 
Aut ihi fl&>ua feres fftut^fojidm farfMf 
Vnde prius UtWh JtUqua quaffknti UgmtHf 
Aut tenuit ftetut anVZ/V, trlflifque lufini 
Suftuleris fritgilit iatattns^ fil<Vamque foHatihfH. 
Vrit enim lifti tdmum fegii, uHt H^intt : 
Urunt Uethses ferftJ[s pMpdvifdfomm. 
^ed tamen alttrnis faeilii Ubot i iridM fsirtnm 
Ne fittarMfe firno ptngui pifdiat foU^ nive 
Effdtof einenm immundum jaBare perngrof, 
Sicquoque mutatis requiejcunt feetibus arva. 
Nee nulls intereM eft inntatd grot id tetfdi 

Both there unhappy Soih the Swaln forbeart. 

And keeps a SMath of alternate Years : 

That the fpent Earth may gather Heart again ; 

And, bettered by Ceflatibn, beat the Grain* 

At leaft where Vetches, Pdlfe, and Tares hate ftogd, tie 

And Stalks of Lupines grew (a (lubborn Wood \) 

TW enfuing Seafon, in return, may bear 

The bearded Prodnft of the Golden Year. 

For Flax and Oats will burn the tender Fleldi 

And ileepy Poppies harmful Harvefts yield. Ii; 

Bat fwcet Viciflitudcs of Reft arid Toyl 

Make eafy Labour, and renew the Soil. 

Yet fprinfele fordid Afhes all around, 

And load with fat*ning Dung thy Fallow Ground* 

Thvs Change of Seeds for meagre Soils 1$ beft i lici 

And EdTth mdnurd net idle, though »t reft^ 



VIKGIVS HuSBANDRYi $ 



. It profits oft .to fire the Fruitlfffs Ground,. 
il^nd thirfty StMle, crackling all around : 
"Whether from thence by Nature's Secret Laws, 
Frefli Nouriihmeat, the Earth, and Vigour draws; 
Or that the latent Vice is purg d by Heat, 
And the redundant Humours wafte in Sweat : 
Or that the Flames uhufual Tracks explore, 
^elax the Grit, and open ev'ry Pore ; 
Whence genial M'oifture haften^ through the Earth^ 
Slides to the Root, and chears the tender Birth: 
Or that the Heat the hollow Glebe conftrains. 
Braces each Nerve, atld knits the gaping Veins ; 
Left pi<>rcing Wet, or the fwift Power of Day 
iMore fierce | or fcorching Bvreas urge his Way* 



Safe etiam fterilis incendere frofuit Agros\ 
Atque levem Jiipulam crefUantihus urere flammis* 
^ve inde occuhas vires, et pahula terra 
Pinguid concipiunt : Sive illis omne per ignern 
Exco4juitur vitium^ dtque exfudat inutilis humor 
Seu pluris calor iBe vias et caca relaxat 
Spiramenta, novas veniat qua fuccus in herbas: 
Seu durat magis, et venas adjiringit hiantis : 
Ne tenues pluvial f rapidive Potentia folis 
Aerior^ aut Borea? penetravile frigus aduraH 



. Long rra&ice has a fare Improvement found, 

with kindled Fires to burn the barren Ground; rr-i^e» 

when the jight Stulbble to the Flanies reiign^d^ 

Is driven along, and crackles in the Wind. li^ 

Whether froni hence the hollow Womb of Earth 

Is warmed with fecret Strength for better Birth ; 

Or when th^ latent Vice is cur*d , by Fire, 

Redundant Humours through the ^ores ej^pire i 

Or that the Warmth extends the Chiriks, aiid makei x 3^ 

New Breathings whence new NourlQiinent (he takes ; 

Or that the Heat the gaping Ground conftrains, 

New Knits the Surface and ncVir Strings the Velas 5 

Left foaking ShoWVs (hou'd pierce her fecrec Seat, / 

Or freezing Boreas chill her genial Heat i I3fr 

Or fcorching Suns too violently beat; « 
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Much too he helps the Field, who ev'ry Clod 
With Harrows breaks, and drags the Hurdlit Load 3 
Nor e'er on Him, with an ungracious Eye, 
Looks yellow Ceres from the Lofty Sky ; 
Who, the rough Backs he flices from the Plain 
A (Tails oblique, and thorough cuts again. 
And plies the Soil, and makes the Furrow yield 
Tame to the Coulter, and commands the Field. 

The Soljlice moift, ferene the TViMer Sk)^ 
For this, ye Swains, itttrcat the Pow'rs oh high j 
When Winter Duft by driving Winds is born. 
Glad is the Glebe, moft wondrous glad the Com | 
So much, not hlyfui from her Tillage boafts. 
And Gnrgarus himfelf admires his Loaded Coafts. 



Outturn adeo^ rajlris ghbas qui frUngit tnertisp 
Vimineaf(jtte trahit crates^ jui^nP Mrva : neque ilium 
Flava Ceres alto necquicquam f/reHat OtjmfOp 
Et qui, frofcijfo qua fufcitat aquore terga^ 
B^rfus in obliquum verfo fertumpit aratra^ 
Exercetque frequens teliuTem, atque imperat arvis. 

Bumida foljiitia at que hi ernes orate Serenas, 
jigricoU. Hiberno Icetiffima fulvere farra, 
Lxtus iiger, Nulto tantum ft Myjla culttt 
jfatiat, et if fa fuas mirantur Gargara mefps. 



Nor IS the Profit fmall, the Pdafartt makes, 
V' ho fmooths with Harrows, or who pounds With Rik^s 
The crumbling Clods : Nor Ceres frcm on high 
Regards his Labours with a grudging Eye ; 140 

Nor his, who plows acrofs the Furrow'd Grounds, 
And on the Back of Earth inflifts new Wounds: 
For he with- frequent Exercife Comwandf 
IW unwilling Soil, and ta?nes the Jiuhborn Lands* 

Ye Swains invoke the Pow'rs who rule the Sky, 143^ 

Tor a moifl Summer and a Winter dry : 
For Winter Drought rewards the Pcafant*s Paid, 
And broods indulgent on the bury'd Grain. 
rjey:ce Myfia boafti her Harvefs, and thtTifs^ 
O/Gargarus admirs their hafpy Crops, Ijoi 



W\^'% 
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JVhy Jhou'd 1 tell of Utm, who, fown the Grain, > 
Flys, inftanr, on the Clod, inrich'd in vain, v 

And then undams the Streams, and deluges the Plain ? J 
And when anon, fcorch'd in the Blaze of Day, 
The Field lies gafping, and the Plants decay ^ 
See! how he labours on the Hanging Brow, 
Extends the Path, and tempts the Springs to flow ; 
Down the fmooth Scones they make a murm'ring Sound, 
And with their bubbling Streams relieve the Ground. 

Or why of Him, who, left the Stem fhould yield, 
Weak to the heavy Ears, feeds down the Field, 
Betimes, in all it's Infant Graffy Pride, 
l^oon as the thickening Blades the Furrow hide 9 

Quid dicam, jaRo qui femine eomminus arvd 
Infequitur, cumulofque ruit male finguis arena ? 
Deinde fatis fluvium inducit, rivofque fequentis ? 
Et cum exuflus ager morientibuf ajluat herbis^ 
Ecce fufercilio clivoji tramitis undam 
■Elicif, Ilia cadetfs raucum fer levia murrnur 
Saxa ciei, fcatebrifque arentia femferaf arva. 

Quid, qui, ne gravidis procumbaP culmus ' arijlis, 
Luxuriem figetum tenera defqfcit in berba^ 



TVhen fi-ft the Soil receives the fruitful Seed, 

Make no Delay but confer it with fpeed : 

So fencM from Cold ; the plvant Furrows break. 

Before the furly Clod rciifts the R^ke« 

And call the Floods from high, to rufli amain 1^5 

With pregnant Screams, to Jwell the teeming Graii^. 

Then when the fiery $u|S too fiercely play. 

And fhrlveird Herbs on withVing Stems decay, 

The wary Ploughman, on the Mountain's Brow, 

Undams his wat'ry Stores, huge Torrents flow ; itfo 

And ratling down the Rocks, large Moifture yield, 

Tcmp'ring the thirfty Fever of the Field. 

And left the Stem too feeble for the freight, 

ShouM fcarce fuftain the Head's Unweildy wejght,^ 

Sends in his feeding Flocks betimes i* invade l^f 

The rifmg Bulk of the luxuriant Blade; 

E*eryet M afpiring Off^-fpring of the Grain 

O'crcops the Ridges of (he farrow'd Plaia ; 



/ 
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Or elfe of Him, who leads from Oozy Lands 
The Scagnace Pool, and drains the guzzling Sands; 
Chiefly in dubious Months, when forth the Flood 
Impetuous goes, and drives abroad the Mud ; 
The hollow'd Dikes confefs the raging Stream, 
Tepid the Wave, and naufeous is the Steam. 
Yet, after all this Care, and endlefs Toil 
Of Men, 4nd Steers, in labouring the Soil ; 
]hJot nothing hurt le\yd Geefc^ and Thracian Cranes^ 
And PVqeJi with bi«er Roots, or Shade that Veils the Plains* 

Th' Eternal Sires immutable Decrees 
Would not that TWage^ (hou'd be trac'd Vfiih Eafe ; 
He wiU"d that An might firft the Field prepare. 
And whetted Human Minds with needful Care ; 
Nor that his Reign fhould ruft in Sloth could bear* 

CumfrimuiffulcosaquMntJata} quique faludif 
CoUeBum humtrem hibuU deducit srens ? 
Prafntim ineertis fi menfibus anmis abundant 
Exit^ it QbduSio late tenet omnia limo ; 
Unde cavd tepido fudant humore lacuna. 
Nee tatnen (h^c cum Jint hominumcfue houmque laboref 
yerjando terram experti) nihil imprpbus anfer, 
ftrymmiaque grues^ et amaris intubafibrit. 
Officiant, aut umbra noeet. Pater ipje colendf: 
fiaudfacilem efe viam *v(kuit, primufque per artem 
Movit agros^ euris acuens mortalia corda^ 
iJec torpere grayi. pajfus fua r4gna vetern9. 

And drains tl^ Sti^odiog Waters, when they yield 

Too large a fiTevVage to the Dronkeo Field. i?^ 

liut moit in Antumn, and the ftow*ry Springs 

^'bcn dubious Mqptbs uii(;«ruin Weather oring \ 

When Fonr;^ains open, when impetuous Rain 

Swells haiiy Brooks, anci pours updn the Plain ; 

When Earth with Slime and Mud is coverM o'er, 175 

Or hollow Places fpue their wac'ry Store. 

l^or yet the hlougbman^ nor the laboring Steer ^ 

Sii/fain aione the hazards of the Tear : 

J5yt glutton Geefe, and the Strymonian Crane, 

With tbrdgn Troops, invade the tender Grain : ^ l8« 

And tow'ring Weeds malignant Shadows yield j" 

And fpreading Succky choaks the rifing Field. 

The Sire oF Gods and Men, with hard Decreest 

Forbids our Me^ty to be bought with Eafe : 

A«< wills that' Mortal Men inur»3 to Toil, 185 

Shou'd exerciie, with Pains, the grudging SoiU 

Himfelf invented firft the (hining share, 

And whetted Humane Indultry by Care : 

H'imfjfdd HandyXrafts and Arts erdaini 

Mor luffer'd Sloach to ruli his active Kcigi 190 
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Sfefore Gi:eat Jove no Swains fuldud the Ground, 

The Fence y^zs lawlefs, and unjuft the Mound. 

They rang*d the Whole : And unrequcftcd bore 

^artby from her ample Womb, a lavi(h Store ^ 

He lodg'd the Venom in the Serpent's Breaft ; 

Bade Ocean fwell, and Wolves the Fold infeft 5 

He fpoil'd the Forrefis of their Golden Dew, 

And fhook the Honey from the bending Bough i 

He made the Fire withdraw his gentle Beams, 

And ftopp'd the TVine tha( purl'd in carelefs Streams 2 

That thoughtful Hoil might various Artsdevife; 

Make WheAt from Grafs in labour'd Furrows rife | 

A.nd beat from Flints, with unextinguifh'd Pains, 

^The Seeds of Flame conceal'd in ftubborn Veins. 



Ante Joverit nuSi fuhigehant arva eolenl : 
J^ec jignare quidem aut fartiri Itmite camfum 
Fas erat. In medium auarebant : iffaque tellus 
Omnia liberius nuUo pojcente ferebat. 
lie malum virus ferpentibus addidit atris^ 
Pr^dari(]ue lupos juffit^ fontumque moveri, 
MeBa^ue decujjit folijs^ ignemtjue removif^ 
^^ f/'Jf"^ ^^V^t currentia vina xepreffi^ : 
Vt varias ufus meditando extunderet 'artts 
PauUatim, et fulcis frumenti quareret herbam y 
Vt filicis venis abjirufumi exeuderet ignem. 

EVr this, no Peafant vexM the peaceful Ground ; 

Which only Turfs and Greens for Altars found : 

No Fences parted Fields, nor Marks nor Bounds 

iDiftlnguifh d Acres of litigious Grounds : 

Bur all was common, and the fruitful Earth 195 

Was free to give her uncxtftcd Birth. 

3 eve added Venom to the Viper's Brood, 

And fwcUM, with raging Storms, the peaceful Flpod : 

C6mmiflion*d hungry Wolves t* infeft the Fold, 

And (hook from Oaken Leaves the liquid Qold^ ^oe 

Removed from Humane reach the chearful Fire, 

^nd from the Rivers bade the Wine retire'. 

That ftudious Need might ufeful Arts explore ; 

Ftom furrow' d Fields t9 reap the feodful Stvre : 

And force the Veins of clafhing Flints iexfin so; 

7hc lurking Seeds of t^eir Calefial Fire. 
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Then firft th^ boIIow*4 Aldn pfcfs'd the Stream 5 
Then Sailors qu^wr'd He^v n, j^nd found a Name 
For ev'ry fijcr, and ev'ry wandring Star, 
The Shining Bi///, and ArSos Beamy Car ; 
Now Snares for Beafts tlic wily Hitters pl^ce, 'l. 

With vifcous Twiggs dec^ivQ the feather'd Race, > 

And wide farround T^ith Pogs the ^echoing Chace ; ^ 
He with th§ JUlhing J^ef jhe Stream divides, 
And They wff f^ims puH up from triny Tides | 
Then tK Bdge of Iron, and the Saw'$ (hrill Blade; 
('For with tba W«dg^ the Firft did Wood invade,) 
Then various Art? fucceflively enfu'd j f ^ 

Inceflint Toil all Obftack? fubd^ d, V 

,Whilft Wane and hard Necfffity purfud. ^ 

Tunc 4lnof prirpym fiw^^j f^^fcTf cavat^Si 
Navif4 turn fiellis numeros et nomina fecitl 
JPle'i'adaf, Hyad^s, claramque Lycaonis Ar^ott] 
Turn laqueis Cfift4r^ /<?r<i/, €t faUere vifcp^ 
Inventum ; fp magnqs c^nibui circumdare falpuf. 
A^que alius lafum funda jam vcrbera^ amncm^ 
Alta pt^ns : fglagoqn^ alius fr^hiP humida Un^* 
Turn ferri rigor, atque arguf<^ lamina firra ; 
(Namfrimi cumis fcindeb4nt fiJJiU lignum.) 
Turn vari^ v^ner^ artes. Labor omnia vici$ 
Imfrobuf, ep duris urgens in rebus egejias. 



Then firft on Seas thi! holjow'd Al Jcr fwam j 

Then Sailers quartcr'd Hcav'n, and found a Name 

For ev'ry fix'd, and evVy w#ndring Star : 

The Pleiads, Hyads, and the Northern Car. 919 

Then Toils for Beaft^, and I^ime for Birds were found, 

And deep-moutird Dogs did Forreft Walks furround : 

^nd coping Nets were fpread in Shadow Brooks, 

Drags in th4 Dief^ 0nd Baits were hung on Hooh* 

Then Saws were tooth'd,^and founding Axej made^ 115 

(For Wedges firft did yielding Wood invad^.) 

And various Atts in order did fiiccced, 

(What cannot endlefs l^abour urg'4 by Need ?) 



With 



VtKGtVi ttu s fiAi^biiY. is 

With piercing Steel to turn the ftubborn Land 
Propitious Ceres Mortals firft ordain'd; 
.When fcanty Food the Sacred Groves Ibpply'd, 
And all relief Dodmedn Oaks deny'd i 
Butfoon titew Toil the Foodful Glebe reqult'd/ 
Eat with an evil Ruft the Gfaitt eapir'd ; 
Fierce itt the Field the laky thlJiU flood. 
And Burrs^ And BratHblts rofe, A cruel Wood I 
Darnel unblefs'd the fhining Plain o^eri^reads^ 
And high extlt the fruMefs CMh their H^4ds. 
So that unlefs, with une^Ktibguifli'd Toil 
Of laboring Hdnov^t^ yoU purfiie the Soil, 
Fright off the itrJs, and^ thin the ShaJ/ Vltittl 
And with repeated Vows call down the l(ain; 
Ah! bootlefs on another's Heaps you'll look. 
And comfort Hunger with the (haken Oak^ 

Prima Ceres /erru uttrtahs ikrtirB ttrram 
Inftitnit : cum jam ghndts Btqm nrhutm facrd 
Dejicerent filvs^ €t v/itum DodQfia ntgareU 
Mtx tt frumentit iahr Bdditus : ut malm €ulm0f 
£fef f'ubigo, ftgnifqui homret in arvis 
Carduus, tntereunt Jegetti t Suhit afptra JtlvM 
Laffaque trthuliqut ; interquB nttentia culta 
Infelix folitttn it fiertUs dbfninmtur averts. 
§luod nifi tt ajjiduis ttrram infe^abere rajlris^ 
Et fonitu terrebis aves, et ruris opaci 
Falce fremes umbras ^ votifque vocaveris imbrem : 
Heu I magnum aiterius fruftra fpeffabit acervum : 
Concujfaque famem in flvis folabere quercu* 

Ipirfl: Ceres taught, the Ground with Grain to fow, 
And armM with Iron Shares the crooked Plough ; 220 

When now bodvnian Oaks no more fupply^d 
Their Maft, and Trees th^ir Forrcft-Fruit deny'd. 
Seoa was his Labour doublM to the Swain, 
And blading Mildews blackned all his Grain. 
Tough Thiflles choakM the Fields, and kilTd the Corn, 21$ 
And an unthrifty Crop of Weeds was bom« 
Then Burrs and Brambles, an unbidden Crew 
Of gracelefs Gucfts, th' unhappy Fields fubduc : 
And Oats unbleft, and Darnel domineers. 
And ihoots its Head above the fhining Ears. 330 

So that unlefs the Land with daily Care, 
Is exercis'd, and with an Iron War 
Of Rakes and Harrows, the proud Foes expell'd, 
And Birds with Clamours frighted from the Field ; 
tJnlefs the Boughs are lopp'd that (hade the Plain, z\^ 

And Heav'n invok'd with Vows fot ftvv\\iu\^i\xv> 
On other Crops you may with Envv \ooV, 
AndQiake for Food the hvg abandpd Oak, ,^ 
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Now muft be told, in all his painful Wars, 
What various Arms the drudging Peafaftc bears ; 
Vain witl^out which, and impotent were Hope, 
iNfor could be fown, nor rife the joyful Crop ; 
The Share, and Solid Beam lead up the Train, 
And flowly roil'd along the Pond'rous fVain, 
.The Planks the Sled, the Drag's incumbrihg Weight,' 
And th' Vfitr-fVare, of old, a Monarch s State, 
The Myjlic Van, and Has^le^waven Grate ; 
Thefe all, beforehand long, will you prepare, 
IF HEAVNLr TILLAGE IS tOiJI^^ GLOHfOVS C^/yj* 



Dicendum, et qua fint duris agrejiihus arma, 
Qui s fine nee fotuere feri, nee furgere mejfes. 
Vomis, et inflexi frimum tt^^^ robur aratri, 
Tardaque Eleufina matris volventia flauftra, 
Tribulaque, trabeaque, et iniquo pondere rafiri : 
Virgea fraierea Celei vilifque fufellex, 
jirbuted crateSf ei myfiica vannus lacchi. 
Omnia qua multo ante memer frevifa re f ones | 
Si te digna manet divini gloria ruris. 



Nor muft we pafs untold what Arms thfcy tirield, 

Who labour Tillage and the Furrow*d Field : 24^ 

Without whofe Aid the Ground her Corn denys, 

And Nothing ean he [own and Nothing rife. 

The crooked Plough, the Share, the towMng height 

Of Waggons, and the Carts unwieldy weight ; 

The Sled, the Tumbril, Hurdles and the Flail 14^ 

The Fan of Bacchus with the flying Sail. 

Thefe 0B ntufi be prepar*d^ if Plot^hmen hofe 

the trmi!d Blejpni of a Bounteeut Cref4 



l^hed 
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When bent bctimcsi and tam'd the ftubborn Bough,' 
Tough Elm receives the Figure of the Plough ; 
Eight Foot the Eeam^ a trailing Length, appears ; 
The Earth-Boards double, double are the Ears ^ 
Light to the Tok? the Linden feds the Wound, 
And the tall Beech lies ftretch'd along the Ground ; 
They fall for Staffs that wreft the plunging Courfe ; 
And Heat, and thick'ning Smoak explore their genuinForce. 
I many ancient Precepts can declare ; 
Unlcfs you fly the Things of leffer Care. 



Continuo in Jihis magna vi flexa domatur 
In burim, et curvi formam accifit ulmus aratrt. 
Huic a Jlirpe pedes temo frotentus in oiio^ 
Bina aures, duflici aftantur dentalia dorfo^ 
Caditur et tilia ante jugo levis, alta^ue fagus] 
Stiva^ue^ quae curfus a tergo torqueat imos, 
Et fuffenfa focis explorat robora fumus. 
Poffum multa tibi veterum pracepta referrei 
Ni refugis, tenuifque figet cognofcere curat. 



Young Elms with early Force in Copfcs bow. 

Fit for the Figure of the crooked Plough, 25^0 

Of eight Foot long a failned Beam prepare. 

On either Side the Head produce an Ear, 

And (Ink a Socket for the fhining Share, 

Of Beech the Plough- Tail, and the bending Yoke ; 

Or fofter Linden hardened in the Smoke. 355; 

I couM be long in Precepts, but I fear 

So mean a SubjcQ might ofind your Ear, 



50 
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To foiooth the Floor the Roller runs the Rouod, 
And binding Chalk confolidates the Ground ; 
Left Weeds arife, left Duft ptiffefs the Place, 
And gamtig Clefts the bafHed Toil difgrace ; 
Then evVy Plague exults. The little Moufe 
Oft makes her Garners, and ere(5b her Houfe 
Deep in the Soil : The Mole^ deprived of Sight, 
There digs her Lodging, and abhors the Light ^ 
In hollow Caverns fculks the fpeckled Todd^ 
The Earth-bred Monfter, and the Vermin Brood ; 
Whole Heaps confumes the fVeaveU ; and the Ani 
Fearful of helplefs Age, and pinching Want. 



Ared cum frimis ingenti atfuandn ejlindro] 
Et vertenda manu^ tt cretM folidanda tennci : 
A'e fubeant herl^a, tieu fulvere viBa fatifcat ; 
Turn varia Uludunt feftes. Safe exiguus mus 
Sub ttrris pofuit^ue domos Mtque horrea fecit • 
jiui oculis cafti fodere cubilia tatfa. 
Jnventufjue cavis bufo^ tt gu£ flurimd terra 
Monjird ferunt : fofuldtgue mgentem fdrrit dcervum 
Curculio^ dtqufi inojfi rnetuens formicd feneda. 



Delve of convenient Depth your Thrafhing Floor ; 

With remperM Clay then fill and face it 6*cr : 

And let the weighty Rowler run the round, 26« 

To fmooth the Surface of th^ unequal Ground ; 

Left cracked with Summer Heats the Flooring fiter^ 

Or finks, and through the Crannies Weeds arife. 

For fundry Foes the Rural Realm furround : 

The Field-Moufe builds her Garner under Ground, ^Cs 

For gatherM Grain the blind laborious Mole 

In winding Mazes works her hidden Hole. 

In hollow Caverns Vermin make abode^ 

The hiding Serpent, and the fwelling Toad t 

The Corn-devouring Weczel here abida, ^ 170 

Ap^ the wife Ant her wintry Store provides. 



Mark 
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Mark likewife, when the Almonds in the Wood 
Put on their Bloom, and fragrant Branches load : 
If crowded Fruit o'ercomes the bending Trees, 
Such on the Glebe ehfues the vaft Increafe ; 
Then pird up Sheaves will call for mighty Toil,, 
And mighty Heat fubdue the thirfty Soif : I 

But if a wanton Shade of Leaves appears, ' 

In vain the Floor (hall bruife the chaffy Ears. 
Some have I feen, the Seed, through prudent Care, 
With Nttre, and thick Lees of Oyl prepare, 
That flattering Husks might yield the full Produce; 
And though flow Flames the quick'ning Pow'r iofufe. 



ContemfUtcT item^ cum fe nux flurfma Jilvit 
lMue$ in fiorcm^ et ramos curvabit olentes : 
Si fuferant fwtuh f^fitsr jrumcntA fetfuentur^ 
M^gna^ne cifm msgna venief tritium calore. 
At fi luxuri^ foliorum exuberaf umbra, 
Nec^uic^uam finguis falea ieret area culmos, 
Semina vidi ejuidem muUos medicare firentes^ 
Et nitro frius, et nigra ferfundete amurca, 
Qrartdior ut fmtus filiquig fallacibus ejfet. 
Et quamvis igni exiguo froperata maderent ; 



Mark well the flow*ring Almonds in the Wood ; 
If odVous Blooms the bearing Branches load, 
The Glebe will anfwer to the Sylvan Reign, 
Great Heats will follow, and large Crops of Grain. 27^^ 

But if a Wood of Leaves oVrfhade the Tree, 
Such and fo barren will thy Harveft be : 
In vain the Hind (hall vex the ThraOiing-floor, 
For empty Chaff and Straw will be thy Store. 
Sone fieep their Seed, andfome in Cauldrom hoil, 2S0 

With vigorous Nitre, and with Lees of Oyl, 
O'er gentle Fires ; th* exuberant Juice to drain. 
And fweU the flattVing Hu&ks with fruitful Grain. 
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Yet have I feen much labor'd, fpecious Gram 
Starve, and Degenerate in the faireft Plain 9 
.Uniefs the Seeds were yearly counted ocr^ 
'And ev'ry largeft cuU'd from all the Store, 
*Tis thus by Fate that all Things here below 
Ku(h into worfe, and ever downwards go ; 
Kot otherwife, than when againft the Courfe 
Of fome fierce Stream, one ftrives with all his Force 
Through the ftrong Tide to urge the Veffel on. 
If once He flacks his Arms, He's inftant gone, 
Ahd fieadlong hurry 'd with the Torrent down. 



} 



Vidi leSa Jiu, et thulto ffeSAta Ubore 
Degenerare tanten : ni vis humana quotannis 
- Maxima quaeque manu legeret. Sic omnia fatts 

In pejus ruerCy ac retro fublaffa referri. 
J^on aliter^ quam qui adverfo vix flumine lemhum 
Hemigijs Jubigit ; Ji brachia forte remijifp 
Atque ilium in frxcefs frono rafit aheus amni. 

Yet h not the Succefs for Years afllirM, 
Though chofen is the Seed, and fully cuf^d ; a8 j 

Unlefs the Peafant, with his annual Pain, 
Kenews his Cholcef and calls the largeft Grain I 
Thus all below, whether by hiature's Curfe, 
Or Fares Decree, dcgenVate ftill to worfc. 
So the Boat's brawny Crew the Current Stem, a9# 

And, flow advancinjf, ftruggle with the Stream- 
But if they flack their Hands, or ceafe to ftrivc, 
Then down the Flood with headlong Haftc they drive* 



^ 
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BefideSy we (hould as much ArSwus* Stars, 
The Kjds obfcrve, and when the Snak^ appears,' 
As thofe, who homewards fteer the vent't ous Way 
iThrough Pontus, and the Jaws of th* Oyfter-brecding Sell 

When Lihra weighs the Hours of Toil and Nighr, 
[And parts alike the Globe to Shades and Light. 
Then in the Field, Ye vig'rous Swairts appear. 
Put forth your Strength, and exercife the Steer ; 
Sow hardy Grains : The miry Task perform 
To Winter's laft impraAicable Storm : 
Nor is it not the Time to cover o'er 
Or Ceres* Popfy^ or the Flaxen Store : 
Nor fhould the Harrow's Labour ever end, 
(Whilft dry the Glebe, whilf): Clouds as yet impend. 



Pr£terea tarn fnnt jirBuri fidera noiiSf 
H^dorumqui dies fervandip et lucidus jinguis l 
Q^am^ qui bus in patrsam vent$fa per aquora veSfis 
Pontus f et oHriferi fauces tentantur jibydl. 
Lihra die fonmique pares uhi fecerit horas^ 
Et medium^ luei atque umhris jam dividit orient I 
Exercete, viri, tauros ; ferite hordea campis^ 
Vfque fuk extremum huma intraBabilis imbrem* 
Necnon et lini fegetem et Cereale papaver 
Tempus humo tegere^ et jam dudum incumber e rafiris^ 
Dum ficca teUure lieet^ dum nubila fendent. 

Nor mufl: the Ploughman lefs obferve the Skies, 
When the Kidds^ Dragon^ and ArBurus rife, 19^ 

Than Sailors homeward bent, who cut their Way 
Thro* Helle*s ftormy Streights and Oyftcr-brccding Sea. 
But when Afir^ta^ Ballance, . hung on high, 
Betwixt the Nights and Days divides the Sfy^ 
Then Yoke your Oxen, fow your Winter Grain ; 300 
Till cold December comes with driving Rain 
Linefeed and fruitful Poppy bury warm^ 
In a dry Seafoni and prevent the Storm* 



Sown 
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Sown in the Sfrii^ are Beans: The crunibling Soil 
Then, Thee receives, Tbee, Media's flow'ry Spoil j 
And Milke ftifl fucceeds, an Annaal Care, 
When with his Horns the Bufl nnbars the Year 
And fricbtenVl iysthe Af, and (hmis the adverfe Suit. 

But if to vigorous Crops yoa'U vrge the Plaio, 
Iniifting folely on the Udrdsd Qraim i 
Firft, let the Sifien in the Morn go down^ 
And from the Sua retire the Cnoffiam Creiwml 
E'er in the Trench yon lodge the Seed ; and e*er 
To Earth you truft the Hopes of all the Year« 
Begun have fome, befove the early Stars 
With Maja funk ; bttt their uatiosely Cares 
The &ncy'd Harveft mocVd with emiiity £af& 



Fere fMbir faei: Tarn m fue^^ MetU$af fume 
\Aecipiitnt {uUi : ii miUt vmh mmm 
CMwdidrnt miNUit ^pe^ie mm eendku 




Taurus^ ei a^uerft eedent Qamif neUii aflr§. 
^t fi triUtmm im mtfam nk^mim fmrra 
Emreeti* hfrnim^ fiUffue H^M$ ariflis i 
Ante tibi Mem ji$lanHdet atfemdmnut^ 
CnojJisfMe ^rdemeit deeedat fteUa €immmj 
Dthita quem fuUis mmmimsr fimima^ fnamqm 
Jnvif^ pr^jpiTif anwd/fem eredere terra* 
hiulti ante ueefum HofM eefere : Sid HIh 
ExffeSfata feges vamt elufit avenh. 

Sow Beans and Clovar in a rotten Soil,* 
And Millet rifing from your Aiuiual Tdl ; 
When with the Golden Homr, in full Career, 
The Bull beats down the Barriers of the Year ; 
Ai^ ^rg9t^ and the JS^^foifahe the Northern Sphere. 

But if your Care to Wheat alooe extend, rx^ 

Let MMJa with her Sifters firil defcend, Iv 3le 

jtnd tke bright Gnodan Diadem dowmral^d bend i \J, 

Before you truft in Earth your future Hope ; 
Or elfe expe& a Itftlefs lazy Crop, 
Some Swains have Town befeie, but moft have found 
A husky Harveft, from the grudging Ground; 31^ 

Bus 
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Btit if the Venb you*U plaot^ or meaner Tmrel 
Kor fliall dirdaiii ch' JEpftidu Lint if % Care : 
Signs fcarce obfcure Beotts fecting yields. ; 
fiegin, and ibw, tbro* balf the Frofts, the FieldsJ 

For this, his Orh the VorldV Great Light divides,^ 
'And by twelve Stars his certain Paflage guides : 
Five j^ones the Heav*ns infold : With conftant Sun 
Scill J(gd, ftill fcorch'd in TbmV Heat the Ont : 
Round This on either Hand wind diftant Coafts 
Regions of Storm, and everiaftitig Frofts ; 
Betwixt the Firft^ and Tbefe^ by bounteous Heav*a 
To feeble Mortals Two are kindly giv'n : 
Acrofs them both a Path oblique inclines, 
[Where in fucceflive Order turn the Signs. 



Si vif9 vicimnf$u fer%s vHumfmi fsfitmUf 
Nee Pfi9fiM€^ citrsm af^mmkre imtsit ; 
Hand ^ifcwra tadims miSitt tihi fgmM BmHs, 
Jncifit iSi iki muiidi JtmmUm ixtmdi fruinss* 

ldcirc9 ciftis JDminfum fMrtihus nhem 
Per duodena regit mtmdi S9I sitreut jiflrs. 
Sljunfue teneut €^lwm zmef. ^^rum ma tvrufco 
Semper folt mhens^ et ttrrtda femfer ah igni t 
Slaam circvm extreme dextra l^vaque trahimtm'p 
C^endea glade eoneretee at^ue imbribus atris. 
Hat im^rwediam^e dna m^rfalibrnt dffrif 
Munere cmtefm ^vmn. IHa feffm fer ambas, 
Obliqnus fua ft Jigamm vtrttnt wd9. 



Fiti Fetches wm^d f^tu fmtt tr lentils lean. 

The Growth ef Egypt, vr the Kidng^-bean ! 

Begin when the Jlfm Waggemtr defcends $ 

Nor ceafe your fowing till Mid*winter ends ; 

For this, through twelve bright Signs jifelle guides 31^ 

'the Year, and Earth infev^rH Climes di'ufdes* 

Five Girdles bind the Skies, the torrid Zone 

Glows with the pafling and repafling Sun. 

Far on the Right and Left, th* Extreams of Heaven, 

To Frofts and Snows, and bitter Blafis are giv*n j 32j^ 

fietwixt the midft and thefe, the Gods aflign'd 

Two habitable Seats for Humane Kind : 



And crofi their Limits cut a floaping Wav, 
iyhi$b the cwelre Signs in beauscous Order fway. 



»^. 
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As, ftcep, to Scythian Heights the World afcends. 
Downwards the Ball to Lybian Tempefts bends : 
Tbis-Cove to Us is ftill fublimcly High, 
And That betow, Styx^ and the Ghojis dcfcry : 
Here, the vaft Snakf in winding Circles glides. 
And either Ar&os^ like a Stream, divides : 
There, as they fay, Or refts the foft, ftill Night^ 
And Shades for ever thick'ning veil the Light : 
Or when from hence Aurora leads the Way, 
Thither (lie haftens, and reftores the Day; 
And whilft on us the Morn's fwift Courfers breache;p 
There the Nodurnal Tapers lights the Eve. 



Mundus nt ad Scythiam Riph^tafque arduus ai^i^ 
Confurgit ; premitur Lily^e devixus in auflros* 
Hie vertex nobis femper fuhlimis : At ilium 
Sub pedibus Styx atra videt, Uanefque profundi i 
Maximus hie flexu pnuofo eUbitur anguis 
Circuniy perque duMS in morem fiuminir ArBot* 
^ArBoT OceMni metuentis aquore tingm\] 
IlliCf ut perhibent, sut intempepa filet nox ; 
Semper et obtenta denfentur noBe tenebr^ : 
Aut redit a nobis Aurora^ diemque reducit : 
Nofque ubi primus eqms Oriens adflavit aubelil, 
Illic fera riiBevs accendit lumina Fefftr, 



T»o Poles turn round thti Globe ; pne (een to rife 3^e 

O'er Scythian Hills, and one in Idi^an Skie$, 

The firft fublimc in Hcav'n, the laft is whirl'd 

Below the Regions of the nether World. 

Around our Pole the Spiry Dragon glides, 

And like a winding Stream the Bears divides $ 335 

The Icfs and greater, who by Fate's Decree 

Abhor to dive beneath the Southern Sea : 

There, as they fay, perpetual Night is found 

In filence brooding on the unhappy Groun4« 

t)r when Aurora leiiVes our Northern Sphere, 343 

She lights the downward Heaven, and rifes there. 

And when on us (he breaths the living Light, 

Red Vefper kindles there the Tapers of the Nigbc« 



Hendg 



yiRGIVs Husbandry; ij 



.Hence in the fickle Sky we Storms foreknow,' 
The Days of Harveji, and thfe Time tofow ; 
And when with Oars co cue the fhining Way^ 
And backwards drive a Length of faitblefs Sea 9 
;'When to the Main to lead the floating ^Var^ 
And timely oti the Mountain fell the Fir. 
*Tis not in vain that we explore the Skies, 
Mark when the Stars defcend^ and when they rife s 
With all the diffrent Seafons that appear ; 
Though ftiU the fame, ftill conftant is the Year. 



nine temfejiates dubio fradifcere ceelo 
Fojfumus^ hinc tnejjifjue diem, temfufjue ferendi i 
Et quando infidum remis imfeOere marmor 
Conveniat : Quando armatas deducere claffis, 
Aut temfejiivam Jilvis evertere pinum. 
Nee frufira fignorum obitus ffeculamur et crtusi 
Temforibufque farem divtrjis quatUor dnnum. 



From hence uncertain Seafons we may know ; 

And when to feap the Grain, and when to fow; 34^ 

br when to feB the Furzes \ when 'tis wirm 

To fpread the flying Canvafs for the Fleer. 

Obferve what Stars arife or difappear ; 

And the four Quarters of the roiling Year* 



E Whenever 
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Whenever it befalls, that pow'ring ^ain] 
'And Storms of Sleet withhold the eager Swain i 
Then is it given to compleat with Cafe 
JVotl^s done in Hafte, when now the Skiei arc clear \ 
The Ploughman hammers out the Share obtufe, 
Trees hollows into Troughs for various Ufe, 
Or ftamps the Af^rj^upon the fleecy H&ce, 
Or diflTrent Numbers on the Fields Increafo : 
Others the Tor1{^ or Setters point : Or twine 
Light Ojier-Bands to ftay the feeble Vine : 
JV0V with the Bramble weave the Basket's Round ^ 
I^oxQ parch the Grain, and novf inceflant pound* 



FrigiJus agricotam fijuando continet imher^ 
Multa^ forent qua mox calo troferandtt firenty. 
Maturate datur. Durum procuait orator 
Vomeris obti^fi dentem : cavat arbore lintres : 
jiut fecori Jignum, aut numeros imfreffit acervh. 
Exacuunt alij vaUos, furcafjue bicornis, 
Atque Amerina farant lenta retinacula vtfi. 
Klunc facilis rubea texatur fifcina virga : 
JV«»c torrete igni fruges^ nunc frangite Jdxol 



But when cold Weather, ^nd continued RaUif JJ* 

The lairing Husban4 in his Houfe rellrain ; 

Let him forecaft his Work with timely Gare, ^ y\ 

Which clfe is huddled^ when the Skies are fiiir • V 

Then Jet him mark the Sheep, or whet the Chining Share,3 

Or hollow Trees for Boats, or Number o'er Sjy 

Plis Sacks, or meafure his increafing Score ; 

Or fliarpen Stakes, or head the Forks, or twine 

The Sallow Twigs to tye the ftragling Vine ; 

Or wicker Baskets weave, or aire the Corn, 

Or grinded Grain betwixt two Marbles turn. 360 



Thus 
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Thus tooy the Liws of Man» and Gods abovCf 
Ev*n on the fsertd Dayi^ fome Works approve 9 
To lead the Torrent o*er the Thirfty Plain, 
Religion never has forbid the Swain ; 
Or with the Fence to guard the riling Grain ; 
fiirds to infiiare ; to fire the prickly Wood ; 
Or plunge in healthv Streams the bleating Crowd 
6ft the Belab'rer of the flow-pac'd Afs 
With Oyl, or with the Apple s large Increafe, 
His Ribs fttrtharges ; and the furrow'd Stone^ 
Qr pitchy M^fs, brings drudging from the Town*^ 



Ouiffe etiani fifiis aunddm txercitt diebus^ 
Faset jurafintint, t(iV9S dtductre nuB^ 
HelUgiw vetuii^ fit^^* fr£t€nder0 fip^m^ 
JnfidiMt 4vibi$s moliri, tnrendere vcfrej^ 
Baianium^itff gregcm fluvio nurfare JalubrL 
Safe oleo tdrdi cojids agitstw afelii, 
ViUbus au$ Merat fortiis : Upidemquc reverteni 
Jncufum^ aut ana m^am fids urbc refortaf. 



No Laws, Divine or Humane, can reftrain 

From necefliify Works the labVing Swain: 

£v*n Holy- da vs and Feafts PermiiHon yield » 

To float the Meadows, or to fence the Field, 

To fire the Brambles, fnare the BirdSy mid^ttg }tff 

Ju wholfom Water' faSs the woolly Sheef • 

jind oft the drudging jifs is driv\^ with Toflf 

To neighboring Towns with Jif^Us Md with Ojfl : 

Returning Ute, and loaden home with Gain 

Of barter' d Pitchy and Hand-mills for the Cjrm% 270 



E ^ For 
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For various Labours each revolving Mooii 
Gives i^^ifpj^ ^^y^l the Fifth be furc to fliun : 
trhcn, the relenrlefs Furies bears the Earthy 
'And pale fac'd Pluto at an impious Birch : 
Then, from her Womb the Rebel Brethren rife; 
In defp'rate League combin*d to ftorm the Skies : 
On Pelio thrice to heave they all eflay'd 
Ojfa, and thrice on Ojfas tow'ring Head 
To roil Olymfus up with all his (hade : 
Thricfc whirl'd th' Omnipotent his Thunder round. 
And dafli'd the pil'd-up Mountains to the Ground. 



If fa dies alios alio dedii ordine Ltsna 
Felices oferum^ Qtfintsm fuge: fallidus Oreus] 
Eumenidefijue fata. Turn fartu terra nefando 
Caumque Jafetumque create favumque Tyfboea, 
E$ conjuratos cjtlum refcindere fratres. 
Her funt conati irnfonere Pelio Offam. 
tcilicet at que Offa frondofum involvere Olympum \ 
3Vr fatn exftrttdos difjecit fulmine montiu 



The hchy Days, in each revolving Moon, 
For Labdur chufe : The Fifth be fure to (hun ; 
That gave the Faries and pale Pluto Birth, 
And avm*d againft the Skies, the Sons of Earth. 
Vfirh Mountains pil'd on Mountains, thrice they ftroVCi 37; 
To fcale thtfieepy Battlements of Jovt : 
And thrice hisLighroing and red Thunder played. 
And their demolSb*4 Works in Ruin laid. 



Happy 
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Happy the Seventh, next the Tenth, to joyii ^ 

Steers in the Taming Yoke, to fix the Vine, 4. 

And o cr the Loom extend the quiv'ring Twine ; J 
The Ninth by Flight the Captive oft relieves ; 
But adverfe are her Beams to proling Thievef?, 

Some Toils to Cool of Night more freely yield. 
Or when the Morn bedews the pearly Field : 
By Night parch'd Meads are cut, and Stubble light,' 
Diftilling Moifture ne*er defcrts the Night : 
Thus by the Wintry Light of fparkling Fire 
One fplits the Match, till late the Flames expire : 
Mean while the Dame fings in the glimm'ring Room^ 
To chear the Labour of the rattling Loom ^ 
Or from the Muft, by Vulcan thickned, skims 
The frothy Surges on the brazen Brims. 

Septyma fqft decum^m felfx, et fonere vitem, 
£t fren/os domitare bows, et licia tela 
Addere, Nona fug^ melior, contraria furtis, 
Multa adeo gelida melius fe noBe dedere, 
Aut cum fole novo terras irrorat Rous. 
NoBe leves melius Jlipulce. NoBe arida frata 
Tondentur : noBes lentus non deficit humor. 
Et quidam feros biberni ad luminis ignes 
• Pervigilaf, ferro4/ue faces infficat acuta. 
Interea longum cantu folata iaborem 
jirguto cofiju^x fereurrit feBine telas : 
jiut dulcis mufti Volcano decoquit humoreml 
Et folijs undam trefidi deffumat atfni. 

The Seventh is, ncxth the Tenth, the beft to joyn 

Young Oxen cp the Yoke, and plant the Vine. 38^ 

Then Weavers firetch your Stays upon the Weft : 

The Ninth is good for Travel, had for Theft. 

Some Works in dead of Night are better done ; 

Or when the Morning Dew ^events the Sun, 

Parch'd Meads and Stubble mow, by Phabes Light ; 385 

Which both require the Coolnefs of the Night % 

For Moidure then abounds, and Pearly Rains 

Defcend in fllence to refrefh the Plains. 

The Wife and Husband equally r«»i^iV« , ,;: 

Tq work by Night, and rake the Winter^Fire : 39^ 

He iharpens Torches in the glimVing Room, 

She ihoots the flying Shuttle through the Loom : 

Or boilsln Kettles Muft of Wine, and skims 

With Leaves, the Dregs that overflow the BrimSt 

^jind till the watchful Cock awakes tht Day, ^^S 

Shfi /wg$ tQ drive chc tedious Houtv VHVi* ^^ 
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, Bat bound is Cer$s at the Noon of Heat j 
And the dry Floor tears out the glowing Wheac^ 
Plough naked. Hinds, and naked fow the Plain 9 
Still flothful proves the Winter to the Swain : 
*Tis thtn their Stores the Peafants oft employ 
In mutual Feafls, and give a Loofe to Joy ; 
The genial fVinier all their Minds prepares 
To fprightly Mirth, and bnrys anxious Cares : 
So jr>y the Sailors, ev'ry Danger paft, 
bafi^ in the Port the Ship, and crown'd the 



At ruhicunda Ceres medh Jkecingitwr iffiu^ 
Et medio eoftds 4tftu terh sres frugei. 
I^udus ariiy fere nudus. Hiems ignava celemK 
Frrgoribus fatto agricoi^e flerumfue fruunfutp 
jMutii4jue inter fe la$$ eenvivia emranf ; 
Invitat genialis htems^ curafyue refohit : 
Ceu freffce cum ]am fortum tefigere egfin^^ 
Pu^pibus et lati nautit imfofuere eefenss. 



But in warm Weather, when the Skies are 

By Day. light reap the Produ^ of tbt Year : 

And in the Sun your Golden Grain difj^lay^ 

jSndthrajh it out^ and winnow it by Day, 400 

Plough naked Swiun, and naked (bw the Land, 

i^or lazy Winter numsthe labVingHand. 

In Genial Winter, Swains enjoy their Store, 

jporget their Hardftips, and recruit for more. 

The Farmer to fi^t Bowls invites his Friends, 405 

And what he got with Pains, with Fieafute Jt^^ds, 

So Sailors, when efcap^d from fiormy Seas, 

Firft crown their VeflelSt then indulge their Eale.^ 



M 
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Yet is it Then the Time to llrip the Wood 
Of Acorns^ or the Olives (hining Food, 
The Laurel's Freight, and Myrtle ftain*d in Blood : 
:Then Toils for Stags^ for Cranes to fix the Snare, 
lAnd trace the Mazes of the Iong->ear'd Hare : 
Then^ with the Whirling Sling to ftay the Dee, 
[When Screams pufli on the Ice, when tow 'ring mounts the 
Snow. 

Why, fhould I Autumns Storms^ and Signs relate ? 
Why, when more fhort the Day, and mild the Hear, 
The tedious Labours of the watchful Swain ? 
Or when moift Spring falls pou*ring o er the Plain ? 
Or when the Harveft briftles into Ears, 
And in At fwelUng Grain the Milk appears ? 

Sed tamen et fuemas glandes tumjlringere tent f us 
Et lauri baccas, oleamque, cruenta^e Myrta. 
Turn gruihus feJicas et retia fonere tervis, 
Auritofjue fequi l^feres : Turn figere damas, 
Stuffea torquentem Balearis verbera fund(e. 
Cum nix altajacet, glaciem cumflumina trudunt. 



^^^ ^,^ „..^ .^ ,Jferumver ; 

Sficeajam camfis cum mejjis inhorruit, et cum 
Frumenta in viridi ftifula laSentia turguent ? 

Yet that's the proper Time to thrafh the Wood 

For Maft of Oak. your Fat her* f homely Foodm 410 

To gather Laurel'berries, and the Spoil 

Of bloody Myrtles, and to prefs your Oyl. 

For Stalking Cranes to fet the guileful Snare, 

T* inclofe the Stags in Toyls» and Hunt the Hare* 

JVithBaUarick Slings, or Gnoflian Bow, 41 J 

To perfecute from far the flying Doe* 

Then, when the Fleecy Skies new cloath the Wood, 

And Cakes of rufiling Ice come rolling down the Flood. 

Noi» fing vtfiormy Stars, whin Autumn weigh/ ^ 

The Tear, and adds to Night s^ and Jhor tens Days ; 4^0 T 

jtnd Sunt declining fliine with feeble Rays : ' 

What Cares muft then attend the toiling Swain ; ^ . 

Or when the lowVing Spring, with lavilh Rain \. 

Beats down the flender Stem and bearded Grain : ^ 

While yet the Head is Green, or lightly fweird 425 

With Milky Moifturc, over- looks the Field. 
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Oft, when the Reaper on the yellow Plain 

The Hind had encer'd, and now bound the Grain^ 

Tve feen the Winds, in dreadful Fight engage 

From ev'ry Qiiarcer, with refiftlefs Rage ; 

They from the lowcft Roots aloft wou'd tear ^^^ 

The pond'rous Corn : So would a Tcmpeft bear L 

Or Ghaff, or empty Straw, and whirl it thro* the Air. Jt 

Oft from above defcends a Troop of Floods ; 

Oft gather from the Deep the thick ning Clouds ; - 

Down rufli ihe Skies, and with impetuous Rain^ 

.Wafli out the Ox's Toil, and fwfeep away the Grain : 

Siefe ego^ cum flavis mefforevn induceret arvis 
Jigricola^ et fragili jam ftringeret horded culmo^ 
Omni4 ventorum concurrere fraiia vidi : 
^a gravidam late fegetem ab radicibus imis 
Sublime exfulfam eruereni. Ita turbine nigra 
Ferret hiems culmumque levem ftifulafque volantis. 
Safe etiam immenfum calo -venit agmen aquarum^ 
Et fadam glomerant temfefiatem imbribus atris 
CoBeEla ex alto nubes. /^«iV arduus ather, 
Et fluvia ingentifata lata boumque labores 



Ev*n when the Farmer, vow fecure of Ftar, 

Sends in the Swains to fpoil the finilh'd Year : 

£v*n while the Reaper fills his greedy Hands, 

And binds the Golden Sheaves in brittle Bands : 430 

Oft have I feen a fudden Storm arife, 

From all the warring Winds that fweep the Sikies : 

The heavy Harveft from the Root is torn, 

yind whirVd aloft the lighter Stubble bom ; 

With fuch a Force the flying Rack is drivn, 435 

And fuch a Winter wears the Face §f Heaven : 

And oft whole Sheets defcend oif fluey Rain, 

Suck'd by the fpongy Clouds from off the Main : 

The lofty Skies at once come pouring down. 

The promised Crop and golden Labours drown. 44^ 
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Tde Dikes .are fiU'd : No Bounds the Torrents keep : 

And with the breathing Surges boils the Deep : 

Amidft a Night of Glouds his glict'ring Fire^ 

And rattling Thunder hurls th' Eternal Sire : 

Far fhakes the Earth : Beads fly : And mortal Hearts 

Pale Fear dejeds : He with refulgent Darts^ 

Or ^odope, or Atbos* lofty Crown, 

Or fteep Cersunias Cliffs ftrikes headlong down : 

The Rains condenfe : More furious jiufier roars : 

Now with vaft Wind the Woods, now lafhes He the Shears^ 



Diluii. Impletaur foffce^ iS cava flumina crefcunt 
Cum fmitUf fervetque firetis ffirantibus cpauor. 
Iffe fater, media nitnborum in noBe, corufca 
Fulmina molitur dcxtra. Qf0 waxuma motu 
Terra tremit : Pugere fercp ; & tnortalia corda 
Per gentes bumilis ftravit fnvor. llle flagranti 
Aut Afbo, aut Rbodefen^ aut aha Ceraunia teio 
Dejieif. Ingeminant at{fhi^ (§ denfiffimus imher ; 
Nuncnemora ingenti vetifo, nunc litora flangit. 



Itie Dykes are fiUMt and with a roaring Sound 

The rifing Rivers float the nether Ground ; 

And Rocks the bellowing Voice of boyling Seas rebound. 

The Father of the Gods his Glory flirouds, 

Involv'd in Tempefts and a Nj^bt of Clouds 44 $ 

And from the middle Darknefs fiajhing cut 

By Jits he deals bis fiery Belts aheut. 

Earth feels the Motions of her angr^r God, 

Her Entrails tremble and her Mountains nod % 

And flying Beafts in Fertfis Jeek Abede : 

Deep Horrour feizes ev*ry Humane Breaft^ 

Their Pride is humbled, and their Fear confefs'd : 

While he from high his rowling Thunder throwsi 

And fires the Mountains with repeated Blows : 

The Rocks jr^/i*0f» their old Foundations rent; 45$ 

The Winds reaonble and the Rains augment : 

The Wares on Heaps are dafliM againft the Shoar, 

And now the WoodSi and now the Billows roar. 
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In frar of this, obfcrve the Monthly Signs ; 
'And how each Planet's ruling Courfe inclines r 
Mark whither Saturn s frigid Beams retire. 
And to what Orbs Cyllenius points his Fire r 
But, above all, the Heav'hly Pow'rs adore ;' iV! 

Great Ceres* Aid with annual Rites implore, 1 r 

And raife the Altar on the grafly Floor ; _ 

When Winter ends, and Spring ferenely fliines \ 
Then fat the Lambs, and mellow are the Wines ; 
Then foft the Slumbers on the verdant Ground ; 
,Then with thick Shades the lofty Mountains ccpwn'd: 



JJoc metuens] cM menfisy & Jtdera ferva^ 
frigida Sdturnifefe quo Jfeffa receftet^ 
fluos ignis cali CjOenius erret in orbex. 
In frimis venerdre deos^ atque annua magn^e 
Sacra refer Cereri Utis oferatus in berhis^ 
Extreme fub cafum hiemis, jam vere fereno. 
Turn fingues agni, (^ turn mollijjima vina : 
Turn fomni duices, denfeqye in montibus ufnhra. 



Ya fear of this, obferve the Scarry Signs, 

Where Saturn Houfes, and where Hermes joyns« ^Cm 

But firft to Heav*n thy due Devotions pay, 

And Annual Gifts on Ceres^ Altar lay. 

When Wintcr*s Rage abates, when chearful Hours 

Awake the Spring, the Spring awakes the Flow'rs^ 

On the green Turf thy carclefs Limbs difplay^ 4^j 

And celebrate the mighty Mother*s Day. 

IPor then the Hills with pleadng Shades are crowned. 

And bleeps are fweeter on the Hlken Ground : 

With milder Beams the Sun fecurely (hines ; 

Fat arc the Lambs, and lufcious are the Wines; 47« 
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let all Thy Rnftic Youth, at Cfre/flirine, ^ T 

With bended Knees confefs the PowV Divine : h 

Mix you the fragrant Combs, with Miik,and gentleWlne* ' 

Round the new Fruits thrice let the Vidtim go : 

Let fliouting Crowds attend the folemn Show, 

Home to the Doors on Ceres call : Nor e*er 

Let one prefume beneath the ripen*d Ear 

To thruft the Sickle ; 'till with Temples bound,' 

<(Of fupple Oaken Twigs the facred Round) 

He Geftures uncouth yields to Ceres* Praife, 

Aaii lings of Ceres in refounding Lays. 



CunSa tibi Cererem fuhes agreftis Mdoretl 
Quoi tu U3e fdvos, & mifi iilue Bacchc T 
Terque novas circum felix eat hojiia fruges • 
Otnnis quam chorus, & focij comitentur ovantes ; 
Bt Cererem clamore vocent in teSa ; neque ann 
Falcem maturis quifquam fuffonat arijtis, 
Suam Cereri, torta redimitus temfora quercu^ 
Det motus incompojitos ^ carmina dicat» 



Let ev^ry Swaio adore her PowV Divine,' 

And Milk and Honey mix with fparkling WInt: 

Let all t^e Choir of Clowns attend the Show, 

t\\ long Proceflions (houting as they go ^ 

Jwvktng her to blefs their yearly Stores tj7 J 

Inviting Plenty t$ their eroutded Floors. 

Thus in the Spring, and thus in Summer^s Heat, 

Before the Sk^cles touch the ripening Wlieat, 

On Ceres call ; and let the laboring Hind 

With Oaken Wreaths bis hollow Temples bind : ^fl^ 

On Ceres let him call, and Ceres praife. 

With uncouth Da^cc^, ai]id ^ith Country Laysf 



f % But 
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But tbac by ceriaia Signs we mighc be told 
Of Hear, and Rains, and Winds that urge the Gold i 
Th' Eternal Sire, PVhat monthly might advife 
The Moon, has fix'd : ff^hen Southern Tempefts rife : 
ff^hap, oft obferving, the fagacious Swain 
His Herds might nearer to their Stalls retain : 
E'er Winds' arife ; Or, fwells the working Flood ; 
Or a harlh Crafb is heard throughout the Wood ; 
Or, mingling, found the Coafts from diftant Seas, 
And gathering Murmur ruftles in the Trees: 
Then, fcarce the Wave from bended SkiflFs abftains^ 
When Cormorants forfake the wat'ry Plains, 
And fcream along the Shore : When fwift to Land 
The Sea Gulls hade, and fport around the Strand : 
Or When the Hnn prepares his lofty Flight, 
^Quits the l;:nown Marfh, and mounts th* JEtherid Height. 
jitque h^c ut certis fojftmus difcere Jignis^ 
-^flufque^ fluviafque, (S dgentis ffigora ventos i 
jife fanr fiatuh^ quid menjirua Luna moneref, 
yjiojigno caderent aujlri : quidfctfe videntes 
jigricolcp^ frofiusjtabulis armenta tenerenf» 
Contii^u9 ventis furgentibus aut freta font! 
Incifiunt agitdta tutnefcere^ & aridus altU 
Montibus audiri fragor ; aut refonantia longe 
Litora mifceri^ et nemorum increbrefcere ntwrmurl 
Jamjibi turn curvis male temferat unda carinis^ 
Cum medh ctltres revolant ex nequore mergi^ 
Clamoremque ferunt ad IJf$ra ; Cumque Piarinoi 
In ficco ludunt fulicm : Haiafque faludes ^ 
Deferit, at que altam fufra votat ardea nuhem. 
And that by certain Signs we may prefagc 
Of Heats and Rains, and Wind*s impetuous Rage, 
The SovVcign of the Heavens has fee on high 4*5 

Th^ Moon, to mark the Changes of the Sky r 
When Southern Blafts fliould ceafe, and when the Swain 
Shou'd near their Folds his feeding Ftocks^ leftrasn* 
For e'er the rifing Winds begin to roar, 
The working Seas advance to wafh the Shoar: 49 • 

Soft Whifpcrs run along the leafy Woods, 
^nd McuntMt'nf whiflle to the m$tnnring Floods : 
Ev*n then the doubtful Billows fcarce abflain 
From the tofs'd Veffcl on the troubled Main : 
When crying Cormorants forfake the Sea, 49? 

Andvftretching to the Covert Wiiig their Way? 
When fportful Coots run skimming o*cr the Strand;^ 
When watchful Herons leave their watry Stand j , 
And mounting upward with ereQed Flight, 
Cain oa the Skiesj, and foar above the Sight. 5 «• 
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Oft too you'll fee^ wbe^ fwrioup Winds m^paiiii 
Praecipitace, the Scars^frotn Hei^v o defcend : 
And (ix behind, thro' gloomy Sfuules of Night7 
Glittei: and whiten the long Tuili of Light : 
Oft whirl in Air dry Straw, and withered Leaver/ 
And Feathers wanton on the fimm*ring Waves. 

But when from B^inas* pan the Thunder pours^ 
And Eurui Honfe, and T^fkfr't adverfe roars ; 
Then with the fwelling Dikes fwims all the Plain I y{ 
Then €v*ry Seaman on the foamy Main v 

Quick gathers up the Sails all drench'd with Rain i \ 

4 

Safe «N*#M Stelas] venie imfen^ie, ^idebig 
Pracifites ealo Ubt, noBififut fn undnrgm 
FUmmMrmn lo$$g9s # fergo gthffiere $r49us t 
Scpfe levem falemn fS fironJes volifMre caduMS, 
jiutfinmna namtf M aijus cwtuden plumas. ^ 

At fioreae de farfe trucis cum fyltninat^ fi eum 
Eufif fi« Zephirif fif $9naP dcmus ; wnnia flenh 
Hurs natant foffit, aiqae emnis nsvita font0 

And oft before tempeftuous Winds arlTc, 

The feeming Stars fall headlong from the Sides ; 

Aa4« ihooting through the Darkncfs, aild the Night 

With fvceping Gloi ict, and long Trails of Light : 

And Chaff with tddy Winds ic wiurfd around, jef 

And dancing Leaves are liftad from the Ciroond ; 

And floating Ftathcrs on the Waters pky. 

But. when the winged Thunder takes his Way 

From the cold thniy and £j/f and UTtfi ingage. 

And at their Frontiers meet with equal Rage, 519 

The Clouds are erufli'd, a Glut of gathered Rain. 7 

The hollow Dicdies fills, and floats the Phin, > 

And Saibrs furl their dropping Sheets amain» ^ ' 



Nq»e 
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None, uninform'd, c*cr did the Show*r afliU 5 
Cranes^ as it rofc, flew downwards to the Vale : 
Or gazing on the Heav'ns ftood the Steer^ 
And with wide Noftrils fnuflTd the humid Air : 
Or Swallows, chart ring, round the Lake have flowp • 
And miry Frogs fung out their ancient Moan: 
And oftncr has the AnP with bufy Tread, 
Up from the Nether-Cells her Eggs conveyed ; 
Deep drank the mighty Bow : And foodlefs rofe 
Load, with their ruftling Wings, a Hoft of Crowsi, 

Humida vela legit] Num^uam imfrudentibus iml» 
Obfuit, Au$ iBum fiirgeniem VdUihus imis 
Aeria fugere grues I auP bucula c^lum 
Sufpiciens, patulis eaftavit naribus auras : 
Aut arguta lacus circumvolitavh hirundo : 
Et veterem in limo randt cocinere querelaml 
Sapius & te8is penetralibus sxtulit ona 
Anguftum formica terens iter, & bibit ingem 
Arcus : Et e paftu decedens agmine magn^ 
Corvorum increpuit denfis excrcitus alii^ 

Wet Weather fcldom hurts the mod unwife. 
So plain the Signs, fuch Prophets are the Skies : 515 

The wary Crane forefees it firft, and fails 
Above the Storm ^ snd leaves the lowly Vales : 
The Gv looks up, and from afar can find 
The Change of Heav*n, and fnu£ itin the Wind. 
The Swallow skims the Rivrr/ watry FacOf 52s 

The Frogs renew the Croaks of their h^uaeieas Rate, 
The careful Ant her fecret Cell forfakes. 
And dri^s her Eggs along the narrow Tracks* 
At either Horn the Rainbow drinks the Flood, *> 

H^e Flocks ef rijmg Rooks forfake their Food, S^S r 

tf And, crying, fcek the Shelter of the Wood. y 
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No\i» may you fee wide Ocean's various Fowls j 

Or thofe that haunt Cayjins wcU-loY'd Pools j 

In wanton Strife the Silver- Flood divide. 

And lave their Shoulders with the fparkling Tide ; 

Now with their downy Breafts the Torrent Stem, 

Now plunge their Heads, now run upon the Stream : 

,With endlefs Labour ply the WatVy Plain, 

'And dive, and waQi, and proudly wafli in vain : 

,Tfaen with full Voice the ^ol^ the Show'r demands,' 

'And folitar^ Stalks along the fcorching Sands : 

Nor is unskilful of impending Storms 

The Virgin, nightly, that her Task performs : 

,When fpdrk!^ in the Lamp the Oyl (he fees. 

And fungous BaOs around the .Wick increafe.^ 



Jam vMridS feUgt volucres] & guct Ajia circum 
Dulcibus in flagnis rimantur frata Cajftri^ 
Cerfaiim Urgos bumeris infundtre rores ; 
I^une caput ^jeSare firetis, nunc currere in unJas^ 
Et Jiudio incajfum viJeas gejiire lavandi. 
Turn comix f lens pluviam vocat imfroba voce, 
BtfoU in Jicca fecum fpatiatur arena. 
I^ec noSuma quidem carpentes penfa puelU 
'Sefcivere biemem ; tefia cum ardente viderene 
Scintillare oleum, (S funis concrefcere fungos, 

Befides, tho ftvral Sorts of watry Fowlt^ 

That fwim the Seas, or h&unt the ftanding Fools .* 

The Swans chat fail along the Silver Flood, 

And dive with ftretching Necks to fearch their Food, 53* 

Then lave their Backs with fprinkling Dews in vain, ' 

jtnd ftem the Stream to meet the fromii'd Rain. 

The Crow with clamorous Cries the Show'r demands, ., 

And fingle Stalks along the Defart Sands. 

The mghtfy Virgin, while her Wheel (he plies, 3? j 

Forefees the Storms impending in the Skies, 

H^en fparkling Lamps their f putt' ring Light advance, 

And in the Sockets Oily Bubbles^ dance. 



Nor 
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Nor from lefir certain Sigrts^ the Swain defcryi 
Unfhow'ry Suns, and bright, expanded Skies ; 
For Then, nor blunt a Star, nor rifing feems jV 
The Moon a Debtor to her Brother^s Beams ; | j^ 
Nor fleecy Webs fly round in wavy Streams : 
Not to the tepid Sun their Wings expand 
The Sea-Iov'd Halcyons, basking on the Strand I 
Not mindAil are the Swine, with Jaws difpWd _ ^^ 
To gripe the Straw, and tofs their ruftling Bed ; . C 
But downwards glides the Mijl, and lodges on the Mead: <) i 
And Owls,' ftill waiting on the Suh's Retreat, 
In vain their Midnight Songs aloft repeat. 

Uec minus eximbris foles (S apirta firfna 
Frofpicere, €^ cerPis foteris cognofcere fignisl 
TJam neque fum ftelUs acies wtufa videiur, 
I^cc fiatris tddijs obnoxia furgere Luna^ 
Ttnuia nee Una Ver cdtlum vellera ferrL 
T^on tefidum dd filem fennds in litote pandunt 
DiieRa Thetidi Alcyones : nm ore filut$ 
Immundi meminere fues faSare msnifhs. 
At nchulde mdgis ims petunt, cumfoque recumhunt i 
Solis (^ occajum fervans de eulmine fumsm 
l^ecquicquam feros exercet noSud cantus. 

» 
^hen after ShowVs, \\% eafy to defcry 
ileturning Suns, and a Serener Sky : 54^ 

T^ht SttLis fbim fmarter^ and the Moon adorns* 
As with unborrowed fieams her fharpenM Uomsji 
"the filmy Godamer now flttts m mvre, . 
Nor HMliyms bask on tht Jhort funny Shore I 
Their Litter is not tofs'd by Sows unclesn, ^ , $4$ 

But a blue droughty Mid defcends upon the Plain* 
jindOwlfy fb0t mark the Setting: Sm, deelsri 
Jl Star-light Evenings snd a Morning fair. 



-r^- 
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Uifus appears fublitnely high in Air, 

And Scylla fuffers for the Purple Hair ; 

Wherever She her trembling Pinions plys^ 

See, the Blood-thirfty Foe purfuing flys, 

Infatiate Nifus, whizzing thro' the Ski^s : 

Wherever JSifus rifes to the Day, 

Swift, thro* the liquid Air flie cuts her Way^ 

Then, thrice, or four Times, firmly preft the Throat^ 

The Upoki redouble cv'ry clearer Note ; 

Gay, with I know not what unufual Joys,^ 

They crowd the Trees, and chatt'ring is their Noife : 

But fweet Delight pofiefles ev'ry Breaft, 

When each beholdsf foon as the Storms are ceas*d. 

Her tender Young once more, and pleafing Neft. 

\ApfAret liijaiic futUmis in acre tiifus] 
B$ fro fmfuYM fanas dd$ Scylla eafitol 
Quacumfue ills levem fugiens fecat ^thera fennis] 
Ecce inimicus atrox fnagm ftridore fer durss 
Infifuitur Nifus : fljid fe firf Nifus ad aurnf^ 
iBa levem fugiens raffim feeaf ^therd f^Hnis. 
Hum liijuidas corvi frejfo ter gutture voces 
Aut quater ingeminant : Et Jafe cuhilihus aUis] 
Nejtio qua pceter folitum dutcedini lati^ 
inter fe folijs Jtrefitane. Juva$ tnAribus aSti$^ 
Progeniem farvam dulcifque reviferp nidps* 

TowVlng aloft, avenging Ntfuf flies. 

While dar'd below the guilty Scylla lies ; 55^ 

Wherever frighted Scyia flies away. 

Swift uifus follows, and purfues his FreyJ 

Where injurM IJifus *takes his Airy Courfe, 

Thence trembling ScjfMa flies and fliuns his Force* 

This Punilhmenc purfues th^ unhapfy Maidf SSS 

jtnd thus the Ptarfle Hair if dearly psid. 

Then, thrice the Ravens rend the liquid Air* 

And croaking Notes proclaim the fettled fair. 

Then, round their airy Palaces they fly, 

To greet the Sun ; and feiz*d with fecret Joy, j<$9 

When Storms are over*blown, with Food repair 

7p their forlaken Nefts, and callow Care* 



S Not 
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Not that I think the Gods to them difpenfe 

Of .Things in Fate a more difcerning Senfe ; 

But when the Storm, and moift inconftant Skies 

Alternate change j When Southern Tempefts rife, 

Condenfe what's Thin ; and what's G)ndens*d more Rare 

By Warmth becomes. They vary with the Air : 

Kow one ImprefTion in their fiofoms dwells. 

Another when the Wind the Clouds difpels : 

Hence from the Birds that warbling Concert flows ; 

Hence Herds exult, and hoarfely fhout the Crovfs. 



Hatid equidem credo^ quia Jit divinitus iliis 
Ingcnium^ auP return fato frudentid major. 
Verum^ ubi temfeftas et cali mobilis humor 
Mutavete vias, et Juffiter uvidus aujiris 
Denfet^ erant quce rata modo^ et qux denfa^ relajcat ; 
Vertuntur ffecies animorumy et feBora motus 
Nunc alios, alios, dum nubila ventus agebat, 
jConcifiunt. Hinc itle avium concentus in agris, 
Et f^^efecudcs, ct ov antes gutture corvi. 



Not that I chink their Breads with Heavenly Souls 

Infpir*d, as Man, wh6 Dtfttny contreuls. 

But with the changeful Temper of the Skies, $6$ 

As Rains condenfe, and Sun*lhine ratifies ; 

So turn the Species in their altered Minds, 

Cofnfos'd by Calms, and difiompos^d by Winds* 

From hence proceeds the Bird$ harmonious Voice ; 

From hence (he Cows exult, and frisking Lambs rejoyce. X7^ 



Bo^ 
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But to the rapid Sun if you arrcnd. 
And how the Moons their foirwing Courfes bend : 
You'll ne're be taken by th* eniuine Ddv. 
Norfliall Fair Nights, inlidious. Thee berray : 
When firft the Moon coUeds the coming Rays, ;^ 

If She thick Aif'in her dark Horn difplays, > 

Vaft Show'rs invade the Peafanr, and the Seas .• •* 

fiut if a Virgin filufli her Face o'erfpread. 
Winds blow ; with Wind ftiU Phabe's Cheeks are red : 
But at her founb Afcent, if pointed rife 
The Silver Horns, and bright fhe trips the Skies : 
That Day entire, and all its foU'wing Race, 
Till fully She compleats her Monthly Space, 
(Safe by this Sign) nor Storms fhall know, nor Rain ^ 
And Sailors^ refcu'd from the boiftrous Main, 
Their promised Vows fhall pay to all the Watry Reig 

Si vera folem ad rafidum lunafjue fe^entis 
Ordine refpscies ; num^uam te craftina fallct 
Mora, neque infidijs noHis capiere ferenct. 
Luna revertenits cum primum colligU ignis j i 

Si ^igrum obfcuro comfrenderif dihra comu, 
Mascumus agricolis fefagoque parabitur imberl 
At^ fi virgineum fujiulerit ore ruborem^ 
Ventus erit. Vento femper rubei aurea Phabe. 
Sin ortu in ijuarto {namque is cerHfftmus audor) 
Fura, neque obtujis per calum comibus ibit ; 
Totus et ille dies, et qui nafcentur ab illo 
ExaSum ad menfem, pluvia ventifque carebunt : 
Votaque fervati folvent in litore nauta 
Glauco, et Panopeaf^ et Imo Melicertae, 

Obferve the daily Circle of the Sun, 

And the fliorc Year of each revolving Moon : 

Ey them th^ulhalt forefee the following Day ; 

Nor fliall a ftarry Night thy Hopes betray. 

When firft the Moon appears, if then Sh<f (hrowds 575 

Her (ilver Crefcent, tipM with fable Clouds ; 

Conclude She bodes a Tempeft on the Main, 

And brews for Fields impetuous Floods of Rain* 

Or if her Face vith fiery Flu(hing glow, 

Expefi the rattling Winds aloft to blow. ^ 58a 

fiat four Nights old, (for that*s the fureft Sign ) 

With iharpen*d Horns if glorious then (he (hlns : 

Next Day, nor only that, but all the Moon, 

Till her revolving Race be wholly run. 

Are void of Tempefts, both by Land and Sea, 585 

And Saylors in the Port their promised Vow {ball pay, 

G 1 And 
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And thus the Sun, as Hi/ing he appears^ 
Or dipt in Ocean, various Signs declares ; 
Unerring Signs his circling Courfe attend. 
Or in the Morn, or when the Surs afcend : 
IVhen e*er he mottles o'er his new-born Lighr^ 
Or masks in Clouds, or half retires from Sighr> 
SufpcA the ShoUr'r : For, fatal to the S9X9n, 
And Trees, and Herds, the South comes pow'riiig dowa i 
If, at the Purple Dawn, his ftruggling Rays 
Strike thro' the thick'ning Skies a fcatter'd Blaae | 
If, o'er her Cheeks a livid palenefs Ihcd, 
Aurora fprings from Titherfs Saffron Bed ; 
Ah ! what can Leaves to guard the Grapes avail ? 
So rattliiig bounds on Roofs the horrid Hail! 



Sol quoque ef exofiens, et cum fe apndet in undas, 
Signa dabit. Solent certijfima Jigna fe^^untur, 
Et qu<e mane refers, es qu^ furgentibus aftris. 
Ille ubi nafcentem maculis variaveris orfum 
Conditus in nubem^ medioque refugerit orbe ; 
SufoeSi tibi fint imWes. Namqut nrgues ah altp 
Arhoribufque fatifque nosus feeoriqu^ finifter. 
Aut ubi fub lucem denfa infer nukila fffe 
Diverfi erumpens radi)\ aut ubi fdlliia fyrget 
lithoni croceum linquens Aurora euhile ; 
Ueu I male turn mises defender parnfinus uvas : 
Tarn mult a in seBis crtfifansfalit borrida grando. 



Above t^e reft, the Sun, who never Uef, 

Foretells the Change of WeMtbtr in the Skies : 

For if he rife, unwilling to hit Race, 

Clouds on his Brow, and Spots upon his Face ; 59^ 

Or if thro^ Mifts he {hoots his fullen Beams, 

Frugal of Light, in loofe and ftraggling Streains : 

ru^pe^l a drifling Day, with Southern Rain, 

Fatal to Fruits, and Flocks, and promii'd Grain • 

Or if /iurora^ with half open'd Eyes, 59J 

And a pale fickly Cheek falute the Skies ; 

How fl^all the Vine, with tender Leaves, defend 

Her teeming Clufters wbcn the Storms defcend? 

When r/Vfjf Roofs and Tiles can fcarcc avail 

To barr the Ruin of the rattling Hail. tfoi>. 

But 
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But frem Ofymfui, juft a$ he Aides down,^ 

'Twould profit more to have obferv'd the Sufi. 

Oft o'er his Face are diff'reni Colours fptcad 3 

Thick ^flins the Jis^ure, Winds denotes the t(ed : 

But intermingled if the Spots appear -% 

jWith fliiniuf Flfi'me, then Winds and Clouds prepare > 

With equal Kage, an univerf4l War : ^ 

.that Night let nope to venture on the Sea, 

Or tounty theC^We, counfel me. 

But if his Orb all lucid fhines, and gay,^ 

When forth be leads, and when he hides the Day^ 

Fear not the Storm : You'll fee the Northern Breeze 

Slide thro' the Grove, and jgently mave the Trees. 

Hoc etiam^ emenfo cum jam deeedet Olyntfo] 
Vrifumt meminijje m^gis. N4«i fafe videmus 
Iffius in vultu varies crrare colores, 
Caruleus pluvinm dmunciat^ igneus euros. 
Sin macttU incipient rutilo immifcerier igni ^ 
Omnia tunc faritir vento nimbifque videbis 
Fervere. Non ilia quifquam me noBe per altum 
Ire, neque a terra moneat convellere funem. 
At fiy cum referetque diem^ condetque relatum, 
Lucidus orbis erit, fruftra terrebere nimbis, 
Bt dare fihas dernes aquilone moveri. 

But more than all. the Setting Sun furvey, 

When down the fteep of Heav*n he drives the Day. 

For oft we find him finilhing his Race, 

With various Colours erring on his Face$ 

If fiery red his glowing Globe defcends, 60$ 

High Winds and furious Tempefts he portends : 

But If his Cheeks are fwoln with livid blue 

He bodes vet Weather by his watry Hue : 

If dusky Spots are vary d on his Brow, 

And, ftreak'd with red , a troubled Colour fliow, ^i# 

That fullen Mixture (hall at once declare 

Winds, Rain, and Storms^ and Elemental War* 

What defpVate Madman then wou'd venture o^er 

The Frith^ or haul his Cables from the Shoar ? 

But if with purple Rays he brings the Light, 6i$ 

And a pure Heaven reiigns to quiet Night ; 

No rifing Winds, or falling Storms, are nighj -^ 

But Northern Breezes through the Forcft fly : > 

And drive the Rack, and purge the ruffled Sky. ^ 
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Laftly ; to what ^the £v*fiing is inclin*d» .^^ 

From whence (hall come the Cloud-difpelling Wind, L 

And of the humid South the Secret Mind, 3 > 

The Sun to you repeated Tokens gives ; 

And who dares fay that e'er the Sun deceives ? 

He, even giddy Tumults oft declares. 

And treacarous Falfliood, and audacious Wars : 

He too, whenCJESAH^ fell, was touch'd for I{OMB 

With tender Pity, and bewail'd her Doom : 

In Ruft obfcure he veil'd his Beamy Light, 

And th' impious Age fear'd an eternal Night : 



Deni^ue, ^uid vefper firuf vehat^ undefirenas 
Ventus agat nubes, ijuid coghcp bun^idus Jiujier, 
Sol tibi figna dabit. Solem quis dicer e falfum 
jiudeat ? tile etiam c<gcos inftare tumultus 
S^pe monet, jraudemque et cferts tumefcere hetMl 
Itte etiam cxJiinElo mifcratus Ccefare ^mam, 
Cum caput obfcura nitidum ferrugine texit^ 
Impiaque afernam timuerunt frcuid noSem» 



TW unerring Sun by certain Signs declares, 6to 

What the late Ev'n, or early Mom prepares : 

And when the South projeds a ftormy Day, 

And when the clearing North will puff the Clouds away* 

The Sun reveals the Secrets of the Sky ; 
And who dares give the Source of Light the Lye ? 62$ 

The Change of Empires often he declares. 
Fierce Tumults, hidden Treafons, open Wars. 
He firft the Fate of C^far did forctel, 
jfnd pitjd ROME when ROME in defar feU. 
In Iron Clouds concealM the Publick Light : tf 30 

And impious Mortals feaf d Eternal Night- 



Tho* 



VlKGlVs Husbandry. 47 

Tho* at chat Time Earth too, and fpacious Seaf^ 
And Dogs obfcene, and Birds the dire Decrees 
Of Fate prefag'd : How oft have we beheld 
Fierce JEtna deluge the C'yclopian Field, 
Burft all her Furnaces, and melted Scone, 
And Globes of Flame immenfe roll headlong down ? 
A Noife of Arms, and Clafhing of the War 
Cermania heard, all round the frighted Air : 
jThen did the Alfs with unknown Tremblings move; 
And doleful Cries ran thick thro' evry Grove: 
Gbofts, wondrous pale, in Dusk of Eve appear'd,' 
And Cattle utt ring Humane Sounds y/ere heard : 
Streams, horrid! ftop; Earth yawns; with Tears all wet 
Stand Iv'ry Shrines i and Brafs runs down with Sweat : 



7emfcre quamquam illo teltus quoque et cequora fontt 

Obfcenaque canes^ itnfortuncpquc volucres 

Signa dabant. Qjfoties Cjclofum effervere in agros 

Vidimus undantem ruftis fornacibus JEtnnm^ 

tlammarumque globes, liquefaBaque volvere faxa ! 

Armorum fonitum Soto Germania coelo 

Jtudijt: Infolitis tremuerunt motibus Alfes, 

Vox quoquo for lucos volgo exaudita Jilentis 

JngenSf et Jimulacra modis fallentia miris 

Vifk fub obfcurum noHis, fecudefque iocuttt, 

Infandum / Sijtunt amnes, terraque dehifcunt, 

Et maftum illacrimat temflis ebur, araque fudant. 

Nor was the ttEt foretold by him alone ; 

Nature berfelf /lood forth^ and feconded the Sun. 

£arth» Air and Seas, with Prodigies were figrCd, 

And Birds obfcene, and howling Dogs divin*d* ^35 

What Rocks did jEtnas bellowing Mouth expire 

From her torn Entrails! And what Floods of Fire ! 

What Clanks were heard, in German Skies afar 

Of Arms and Armies, ru(hing to the War ! 

Dire Earthquakes rent the folid jSlfs below, 640 

And^om their Summits Jhook tK Eternal Snow. 

Pale Speflcrs in the clofe of Night were feen , 

And Voices heard of more than Mortal Men. 

In filent Groves, dumh Sheep and Oxen fpoke. 

And Streams ran backward, and their Beds fbrfook i 64c 

The yawning Earth difclosM th' Abyfs of Hell : 



'I he yawnmg Earth diTclos'd th' Abyfs of Hell : 7 

The weeping Statues did the Wars foretell j > 

And Holy Sweat from Brazen Idols felL S 



^sv 
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In furious Gulphs abTorps the whirling Woods , 

Imperial Pa, the Sov reign of the ftoods : 

And pouring onwards with refiftlefs Sway, 

Bears, with their ruiiiM Stalls, the Herds away : 

Nor were the ViAitns wanting to forebode 

Impending pate 5 Or Wells to ipring with filood; , 

Or Towns with hideous Howlit^s to fefband, 

Whilft grizly Wolves walk'd their Nodurnal Round: 

Ne'er did fuch Lightning f!a(h along the Sky, 

Or baleful Comets blaze . fo thick oti hij;h : 

For this, a fecond Time, PbiUpfi*% Field 

Hgmans engag'd in equal Arms beheld $ 

Ajpid twice jEmafhid did juft . Heav'n think good. 

And Uccmus' Wafts ^0 fatten with our Blood : 



Proluit infano contorqucns vjortict Jihas 
Fluviorum rex Eriddnus, carHpdfyue^ fer cmnii 
Cum fidbulis drmenta tultf. Ti^c terhPon eademl 
Triftibus dut exftis fibres dpPdpere mnaees 
. ^u^ futets ntdnare cruor^ejjd'bit : Et dhe 
' Per noBem re/ondre, lupis uiuUntibuSf Urhei. 
f^on alias cdlo ceciderunt flura feteH^ " 

Fulgura : Nee dirt tofies arfire p^ineta. 
Ergo inter fefi paribus c6ncurrete telft 
J^mandS acies iterum i)idert Philippi : 
Nee fuit indignumfufsris bis fanguine noftro 
Emdtbidm^ et Icpfos H^mi tin^ue/cere campos. 

Thearifing in his Might, the.Kiogpf Flpods. . 

Ruflit thro* the Forcfts, tore the lofty Wqo^s j rfjor 

And rowling onward, with a f^cepy Sway, 

Bore Houfes, Herds, and laboring Hinds awaV. 

Blodd fprang ftom Wells, Wolves howM in Towns f/ Wgk^ 

And boding Vidlitis did the Friefis af&ighc^ 

Such Peals of Thunder never pouf'd fron^ high €si 

Nor forky Lightnings flafh'd from fuch a fnlt^n Sky* 

Red Meteors ran acrofs th' Etherial Space ; 

Stars difappearM, and Comets took thc^ir f lace. 

For this th* Emathian Plains onds more Were ftrow*^ 

With Reman Beflies, and'injl Heayn thought good 

To fatten cwice>i&a/^ Fhldf ^ixfk fLoTtum BloodC 
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Nay» and the Time will come, when lab 'ring Swains 
Shall.plough up rufty Piles within thofe Plains ; 
Or hollow Cdfyues with claihing Harrows raife,' 
And at huge Bones dug up, aftonifh'd gaze. 

Veftd^ and I(pmulus, ye Heav nly PowVs, 
Who Jufcdn Tybtr guard, and Hpi^anTovr'rs j^ 
Stay not the .Succour which we all implore, ; 

But let this Toufh the finking Age reftore* '. 
Well may our Blood, which has fo oft been fpilr, 
iWafh out Laomedons perjurious Guilt ; 
tAU Heaven, Cajkr, envy us thy Reign, 
And of your Ttiuhiphs upon Earth complain j 
Where impious Mortals Right, and Wrong confound I 
iWars rage ; and Vice in ev'ry Shape is crown'd : 

Sctlicei ep temfus ventet, cum finibus illis 

AgricoU^ incurvp ierram tnolitus aratro, 

Bxefd invemet Jcfihrd rjubigine pila : 

Aup grdvibfts rajirfs g^Uds fulfabh inanisl 

Cranaia^ue effojjis mirabiiftr ojfa fepulchrts. 

Di fdtrij Indigetes, et Romule^ Vejiajue mnterl 

Siff^ Tttfc$im Tiberim gt Romans PaiatUfervas^ 

Uunc faltem everfo Jwvenem fuc€umre fseclo 

IVf frotibete. Satis jam friJkm /anguine nojiro 

Ldomedmtea luimus ferjuria IVoi> 

yarn fridem nobis cstli te rigia, Cafarf 

Jnvidet atque bomiwum 'queritur curare itiumfbosl 

Siififff ubifas veffum'atque nrfas ; tot bella per orbem 

Tarn multct fcelerum fades z Nonullus aratro 

Then after Length of Time the labVing Swains, 

Who turn the Turfi of thofe unlubpy Plains, 

Shall nifiy Piles from the ploughed Turrows take 

And over empt;|^ Helmets pafs the Rake* €6t 

AmazM at Antick Titles on the Stones, 

And mighty Relicks of Gigantick Bones* 

Ye home-born Deities of Mortal iBirth ! 
Thou Father Romidus^ and Mother Earthy 
,Goddefs unmovM 1 whofe Guardian Arms extend €1^ 

0*er thufam Tiber*s Courfe, and Roman TowVs defend $ 
With youthful drfor your joint PowVs ingage, 
Kor hinder him to fave the finking Age. 
Dh ! let the Blood, already fpilt, atone 
t^or the paft Crimes of curft Laomedin ! €if 

Heav'n wants thee there ; and long the Gods wt know 
Have grudged thee, Cdfar^ to the World below : 
Where Fraud and Rapine, Right and Wrong confoudd { ^^ 
"Where impious Arms from ev'ry Part refeund < " C 

And monftrous Crimci in cvVy Shape arc crown^d% (51^6 > 

H TK^ 



50 rjRGJL's Husbandry; 

The Plains no Hoaour from the PioDgh receive £ 
The TAvifli'd Hinds their Toils nnfinifli'd leave; 
A ghaftly Sight the fquallid Field affiirds. 
And bending Scythes are hammer'd into Swords; 
Here moves Bufhrattj, fierce Germania there ; ^i 

Towns againft Towns perfidious Arms prepare ; > 

Throughout the ruln'd 'World reigas impious War. •'' 
As when the Carrs, fwift pow'ring thro' the Race, 
Encounter furious on the dufty Space .- 
The Charioteer i) httrry'd o'er the Plain, 
And headlong fly the Steeds, aor will ibey hear ttie Rein.' 
Dignut henai. Sguslent ahJuSit drvn alonij, 
Et curoit Ttgidum felcet cmfl/tntur in mfem. 
' nine mrvet Eufbratet, illinc Gemuniii helium : 
Vicince rupth inter fe legibui urtei 
j4rm* ferimt, . Savit loto Mars impiut erbe. 
X)t cum earceribus fefe' tffudtre qutdrigtt, 
Jiddunt ft in ffatia, tt frufira retinacala tenient 
Ferlw equij auriga, neque audit currut bahenat. 
The pcacefbl Peifant to the Wits is frifl ; 
The Fields lye fallow in inglorioos^ReQ: 
The Pliin no Pafture to the Flock affords. 
The crooked Scythes are ftreightned into Swords: 
And there Enfhrattr her foft Off-fpTing arms, £t; 

And here the Rhine rti'eSnrr with Alarms : 
The neighb'ring Cities range on fev'ral Sides, •% 

■ perfidious Man long plight^ Leagues divides, >■_ 

And o'er the wafted World in Triumph rides, J ' 

So four fierce Courfers flartlog to the Race, 6J» 

Scow'r through the Plain, and lengthen ev'ry Pace ; 
Nor Reins, nor Curbs, nor threading Cries they (bar 
Vut force along the trembling Charioteer' 





N O T E S 



The Reader will obfefvc, that P. Tage refers 
to tli€ new Tranflation, L. Line^ to Mr. 
"Vtydetis. 

jyUeeus juftly challenged a ^tTdt amongft the mod appTaud- 
jr^ cd Editors of the Claffics, for the Service of the pau*^ 
phin; but It is iibt the GeOrgic which gives him this"!" 
Rank. Here the Refifai^ks are not fo judicrou^ as in the pre- 
ceding or following Parts of the Learned Critic's Labours 
ufptm VIRGIL, I have already obferved in the Preface, 
that tfctrc are t*ro Errors in the two firft Lines of his Inter- 

eeftatien ; there is another which ha*s not yet been taken 
otice of, and that is the explaining Hinc by Deinceps^ 
which quite dcftroys the Sence of the Poet. Hinc relates to 
what goes before, as if he had faid, ab his rebus itieipiam fcri^ 
here^ and not deinceps fcribarn; a Manner of fpeaking which 
WIS never feen in any Exordtum whatever. 

Mr. Dry den follows Ru^us in almoft everyr one nf his Wi- 
fiakes; for indeed his Tra.iflation is rather a Verfion of~ 
Ruduf^s Interpretation, than of F I KG I V% Poetry. The Ob- 
ligation which the Learned World has to the French Writer^ 
is, his having abftrafted, geticifaHy with Judf»menr, mod of 
the Commentators, and put the whole into a better Method 
than ever any one had done before hin). 

'Tis pleafant to fee with what Forehead a late VVritef 
of his Country afTumes the Port of a very great Critick,- 
chiefly upon the Strength of having turpcd the Notes of 
Ru^us into his Motlier Tongue. Thofe Remarks which are 
of that Writer's own Growth-are, generally, fl>e greattft Tri- 
fles imaginable. I beg the Header's Patience as to one of *em, 
which is under the firiV Pag^ ^ his Tra^fl^tion Of th€ Qeorgics: 
Kudus \i\ his Edition has writ, . • ► 

Sit pecQxi^ jST^UB aplhs quanta txptriM^'a parch. 

» ■,. _ . • . 
Catrau has left out atqae; and tbe Note hie makes upon this 
wonderful Emendation, which ijS to be found in twenty Edi- 
tions before bis Lucubrations appeared in the World, is as 

a follow s^ 



NOTE S: 

A 

follows, ^/aifprrr'g^^ &c - " I havc corrcfled the Text in fills 
** Place, which was depraved by the fcrupulous Exa&nefs of 
the Grammarians. I have refcinded the Word atque after 



« 
if 



pecort. 

By this (ingle PafTage we may frame a very right Judgment 
of this Writer, who, I am mighty apt to think, is not only a 
Frenchman, and of the Society of Jefus, but likewife a tfafive of 
Gafcony. 

P. I. Henccy will I try to raife the venturous Song^ 

I think this Tranflatioft to be fafliciently juftify'd, as tafo 
much of it as is not direQly in the Original Text, by whae 
follows in the Invocation, 



'Jludacibus armue ca^ptis, p. 5, 



P. 2. This Invocation has been found Fault with for it's 
length ; Indeed a long Invocation before an Epic Poem, when 
our £xpe£lation is raifed to fomething fublime in the Sub- 
jeft it felf, would be juftly blameable ; but on this Occafion 
where the Subjcft was fuppofcd to be mean and low, the 
contrary was neceffary ; and I believe they that firft faw this 
Piece which begun 



§luid faciat l^tas fegetes,' 



Were very much furprifed to find forty three fuch Lines bc« 
fore they came to 



Fe^e novo* 



L. 7. Te Deities t who Fields and Plains froteB^ 

Wloo rule tlje Seafons^ and the Tear direB.^ 

This PafTage, which, in the Original, is only applicable tcr 
the Sun and Moon, Mr. Dry den ^ for the Sake of his Metre, 
has interpreted at large of all the Deities that preiide over 
Country Affairs. He begins where VltLGIL ends, 

Dique deaque omnes^ Sfudium quibm arva tutrix 

And by this Means he Is forced into a dif<igreeable Tautology 
in his Tranflation, as the Reader will fee by comparing the 
Lines above with Lines 26, 27, in this Invocation. 

Several Commentators have made a Difficulty in the Ori- 
ginal, by joining Vos O cUriJftma mundi, &cc, with Liber ir 
Mnts Cerefy as if they were called the brightest Lights of the 
World ^ and thus indeed it is no eafy natter to under* 

ftasMl 
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NOTES. 

ftand the Poet; but his Scnce fccmj to be very plain without 
this forced Conftruftion. VIRGIL begins wirh invoking 
the Sun and Mow, bccaufc they, fays he, givem tht Tear, that 

if. give favourable Scafons. ^ , -• 

Then he goes on to Bacchus and Cites, becaufe they, fays 
he, tai^bt the Earth hm to produce Com and the f^ne ; 
and then he proceeds to the Tutelar Deities of the Husbands 

Nothing can be more intelligible than this in the Origi- 
ml, and I wifli this were the only Paflagc which the Commen* 
tators have obfcured by their Expofitions. 

L. af. And thoti^ whofe Hands the (hrowd-like. Cyprefs 

rear!] 

Tis very ftrange that Mr. Dryden fliould make VIRGIL 
talk of Shrowds ; and yet this Expreillon he has repeated, X 
thinks three or four times in the Georgics. 

P» ^. Tou^ who the Blpom of Seedlefi Fruits fuftain^ 

4nd you^ who on the Sown fend down the kindly 
^ain:'] 

The Learned differ very much whether we ought to read 
n9n ullo feminCf or nonnullo femine : I muft confefs, I am not 
able to determine which is preferable to the other ; and 
therefore the Tranflation might as well have been, in my 
Opinion, 

Touy who the Fruits from genuine Seed fuBain, 
And yoUf who on the Sown fend down the kindly Raint 

P. y. Begin your Heign^ and hear ev*n now our Prayers. 

1 have interpreted this Paffage differently from all the 
Commentators. Ru^eus CixhKxutts viam ; but this makes the 
Sence very low, or rather ho Sence at all. 

The Interpretation I have given it, fcems to be juftify'd 
by confidering that this is the Summing up, or Concludon 
of the whole Invocation : After having called upon the Om 
ther Deities, he comes at laft to Auguftus, to whom Divine 
Honours had been decreed, and therefore he fays to him, //j- 
gredere, i. e. Enter upon your Caeleftial Charge, and accuftpm 
your felf to the Firft Honours that are paid to Divine Beings, 
which is votis vocari. 



at L. 7i< 



NOTES, 

L. 71. That Crop revp4rds the greedy Peafant^s fiuns^ 
VVhicb twice the Sun^ find twice the Cold fuftains^ 
4nd hurfts the crowded BarnSj wiph more than fr(h\ 
tnis^d Grains. 

. Here Mr. Dry dm again infer prets ieges the Ctfp : Bat tliis 
Place cannor admit of any Difp'ure^ for there is no Crop that 
ftands rwo Winters, and two Summers. Huaus^ who found 
the Difficulty of the PafTage, has r«cour(e, in his Interpreta* 
tion, to the fame Word, and explains S^fges by ^^^/, but in his 
Note, he makes a great deal of Confufion, and fometimes 
f peaks of the Ground, and £ometimes of the Corn fown in 
the Ground. The FaiFagc in it felf has noOifliculty at all 
in it, and means neirher Qiore nor kis rhaji only th^t a Field 
which has lain Aill two Years together, inue^d of 9fi«» 
fwhich laft is the Common Method) will bear a much grc^tef 
Crop. . • 

L. 90. Epirus for th\ Elaean Chariot breeds 

(In hopes of Palms j) a Race of running Steeds.] 
Mr. DrydiH would noc have pardoned fuck Po<;try «s this 

in Ogilby, 

Epirus hreeds 
A R^ee #/ Running Steeds, 

The next Couplet Is much of the ftsiff Streogih. 

This is th* Original Contrail ; theft the Laws 
Jm-fOfed by Mature, afii by Nature's Ca^fe^} 

The Original ContraSl is a very unpocticai Expre(Uon, an4 
tpipaf^ed by Nature is by no Means right ; for VIRG I L n^kct 
Nature here very ad^ive ; but what follows^ and byH^unres 
Caufe, is merely expletive. 

L. 105. Left wicked iVeeds the Cornjhotfd over^run 

In watry Soils ^ or left the barren Sand 

Should fuek^the Moifturefrom the thirfty Land^^ 

Thefeare fome of t^e Lines that anyone who underAancU 
the Original mud have no little patience to be able to read. 

Jllic, efficiant l^tis nt frugibus kerb^ : 

fiici Steriletn exiguus ne dfftrat humor arenam 



NOTES, 

VIKQIL had fpoke of the Seafons of ploughing ftrong 
heavy Ground, and light Ground. The firft, Uys he, mu^ 
be plough'd early in the Spring, and lie all Summer, and the 
other lightly in Autumn, or clfe the ftrong Ground will ma 
all to Weeds, and the light Ground will have all its Juices 
cxhaufted. Inftead of this, Mr. Dryden talks of vicktd Weeds 
in Wintry Snls^ and of Sand fucking the Mciflttre from the thirfiy 
Land. All which is perfeft Jargon : And in the fame man- 
ner Mr. Dryden goes on 

B9$h thefe unhappy Soils the Swain forleart 
And keeps a Sahbath efaltcrnatt Tears*} 

jHumis id&m ttnjas eefate novalis^ 
Et fegnem patiere Jitu durefcere campum, 

VltiQlht after fpeaking of the Manner of plougbinf 
^hxAt or unbroken Ground, both heavy and light, goes 
on to declare how Ground in eommen Tillage inoud be 
onanagM ; and what he fa^s of this Third fort Mr. Dry^tn 
applies to the Two former. Rumtf wou*d have (et him right, 
but the Lines runnin|^ very well, Mr. Dryden in all Pro- 
bability would not make them Sence, for that migte have 
fpoird the M€tre in Ibme meafure, without more Pains than 
Mr. Dryden was willing to take : And tht two laft Lines in 
this Page, in my Opinion, are not to be accounted for in any 
other Manner. 

Thus Change %f Seeds fer meagre Seili it hefi ; 
And Earth manured not idle, though at Heft.J 

L. IX^. Long PraSice has a fare Imprcvemeni fcund^ 
With kfndted Fires to burn the barren Ground ; 
fyhen the light Stubble to the Flames rejignd^ 
Is drivn along^ and crackles in the I4^nd. 

Sdpe etiarn fkrtUs incendere prefuit ogres ^ 

Atque lensem Bipulam crepifanti^us utere fawmis : 

VIKGIL fpeaksof two different Things, of burning the 
Soil it felf before the Ground is ph>ugh*d, and of burning 
the. Stubble after the Corn is taken off from ars^blc Land. Mr. 
pryden confounds both together. 



L. 1)9^ 



nOTES. 

L. 159. ■ ■ NtfT Ceres /row tf» W^ft 

l{fgards hU Labours with a grudging Eye ; 3 



■ ut^ue iUum 
Flavs Ceres #//• ne^uicquamfpeBat Olympo, 
. & ^gi, frefciff$ qus fufcitMt ^equm ierga, 
Rurfus in tbliquum verfo ferrumfit aratrOf 
Exereetque frtquens tellurem, atque imftrst srvi/J 

Rn^Mff and after him Mr. Dryden^ ^pply this Paf&ge to whac 
goes before; but r/RG/L means it only of whacfoUows, 
namely, Crpfs Phuihing. What the Poet fpeaks of here 
retains the Ramnn Name to this Day, in many Parts of 
EugUndf and is called Somng up9n the Back, that is. Sowing 
fii^ Ground after once Ploughing. Now, (ays r / R G / 1, He 
chat draws a Harrow, or a Hurdle, over his Ground, before 
befowsit, multum juvap srvs 'f for this fills up the Chinks, 
which otherwife wou'd bury all the Corn : But then, fays 
be^ Ceres always heh kindly upon him wbe ploughs his Greund crefs 
again, and then exercifes it frequently ; that is, often repeats the 
l^abour of Ploughing. What made Ru^eus and others miftake 
this Place, is, that they did not obferve that£r qm\ prefiife, &c, 
muft be conftru*d qm & perrumpity & exercet^ & imperat. 

I cannot help obferving that this PaiTage is extreamly fine. 

■ ■ ■ p rofciJf$ quafnfeitat itquore ttrgn 

IS the very Thing itfelf. All the Furrows look like to manv 
Backs rais'd up : And the two following Lines are as (pxpreu 
five as *tis poflible for Words to make tnem. 

L. lyo. Hence MyHa hos^s her Harvefls^ and the Tops 
0/Gargarus admire their happy Crops,^ 
I (hall not obferve here that Mr. Dryden miftakes the Sence 
of the Original ; but I cannot help taking Notice how wide 
f his Verfincation is from a majefiie Style, 



■•«i 



•0nd the Ttps 



0/ Gargarus admire their happy Crops^ 

Is It poffible any Thing can b? worfc rhim'd Profc ^han thefc 
two Lines ? 



NOTES. 

L. Ifiv P0>en firft the Soil receives the fruitful Seed^ 
lAakf no DeUy but cover it with Sfeed:'] 

The(e two Lines are entirely o( Mr. Drydgns own Fafliiott. 
I Can't imagine how a Writer, fo much us*d to Poetry, (houM 
be altogether infeniible of what makes the great Beauty of 
this furprizing Work before us. Take from VIRGIL his Fi- 
gures, and you take the Club from Hertulet. The Figure 
that yiKGlL ufes Jiere, he ufes in every Book of the Georgics, 
and *tis the moft neceuary of any in Pieces of this Nature, 
becaufe it flings the Stile out of the Didaftic Trot, (if I may 
nfe fuch an ExpreiEon) which Mr. Dtyden jogs on with to the 
End of the Stage. 

L. 187. Himfelf invented firft thejhining Shure.^ 

*Tis ftrange Mr. Dryden fhouM make fo great a Miftake as 
this, when a few Lines fbllowing he fays 

tirfi Ceres taught the Ground with Grain topm^ 

And amid with Iron Shares the crooked Plough j 1. 119.]} 

What VIRGIL means here he explains more fully afterwards. 

< I ■ frimufque fer artem 

Movit agr9S 1 m r I t m ■ ii.^i 

figniiies he made it neceflary to ftir the Ground beCaufe he 
fill'd it with Weeds, and obliged Men to And out Ways to 
deftroy them. Ceres help'd them to the Plough out of Com- 
paflion. The following Line 

Himfilf did Handicrafts and Arts ordainy 

IS exceeding mean. What a fad Figure the Word Handicrafts 
makes in Sublime Poetr]^ ! Nay, in the moft Sublime Poetry 
even o£ VIRGIL himlelf, as Mr. Dryden affirms. 

L. ao7. Then firft on Seas the hollowed Alder fwam J 

Mr. Dryden is the Firft, one would think, that ever made 
any Body go to Sea in Hollow Trees. VIRGIL fays. Men 
firft began to go upon fmall Streams in fuch Boats ; but Mr. 
Dryden was led into this Miftake by Mr. May^ who falls into 
the Error for Rhyme Sake. That Mr. Dryden had Mr. May 
before him, is plain, becaufe this Line 



The Pleiads, Hyads, and she iJorthtrn Car 
U entirely from Mr. May. 



L. ftii 



NOTES. 



L. til. Tbetf Toils fyr Beajit^ dnd Lime; for Birds weri 
found^ 
I cannot fee how any Eiprpffioa cm h^ more abfurd 
tban cbiSy 

Then Lifntfir Birds were fennd. 

Bird-lime, comie&edy is inteUigibIc» bnt^ 4i*)oyn*d, it raifes 
a different Idea. 

The Foetus Defcription is very fine, and vqy different 
from Mr. Drydens. 



etfaStre vifee 



m'^t 



Inventum }— 

What follows ^ - ' 

Atque alius latum futtda jam verheraf smnem^ 
jflt-afetenr: ^elagoque alius trahif kunfida Una, 

cannot be too much admird. Verherat atnnem is wonderfully 
defcriptive of thz Cafiinrrt^et \ and the Sea-fifhing 1% as finely 
painted; for in thisnufinefs the Lines are (b long, by Rea« 
fon of the Depth of the Water, that the Fii}ierman*s Emoloyr, 
ment feems to be nothing eKe but 

■I ^ ^trahit humida Una. 

P. 16. Andflmty roWd along the ponderous Wain 3 
In this Line the Metre of Plrgil is endeavour*d after. 

TairdtafUf tintfinm matris volviMia fUnufira^ 

This is not the firft Line in this Book of this Kind $ but I 
do not nretend to u\kt Notice of them alh - - 

The Reader eannot but obferve how (low Eleujimg nf akes the 
Verfe move, and bow like the Motion of a Waggon. 

P. 17. SHvaqite^ qua curfui a tergo tor^ueat imos^ 3 

X do not know whether any Edition juftifies the Alteration' 
I havemadein this Line, of Currus to Curfuf, The Reafon of my 
doing it is be caufe Curfits is intelligible, and explains the Uie 
of the Handle, or Plougb-Sfaff. 

Curfus 

J 



y^ 



^ b f ^ I 



The Handle fcrvcs to keep the Plough up, i#hich othcr- 
'^ilie would run dovirn coo deep iii th^ Ground. Mr. Dtydtn * 
finding this PalTage difficult to exphin, has left it quite out 
of his Tranflation. All that the Commentators Have faid con^ 
ternirig currus, irt this Place, is ^ery perpleit. 

L. 280. Stme Jleep their Seed^ and fbme in Cauldrons boil.3 
Mr. DrydeH miift have been Wry little acquaiht'td with the 
Subjeft he wrote of, to imagine any Seed could grow after 
it had been bbiled ; Gut Mr. Mdy led Him into this ]Stiftak£» 
beyond all Difpute ; for he hts the fame Expreflion. 

L. ?ox. Linefeed and fruitful Vhppy tury Hariri 
In d dry Seafon^ and prevent the Staring 

Thefe two Lines are another ftrange Example of Mr. Dry* 
den^s Poverty tff Style in this Book. No Tranftatioh can pof- 
iibly fall lower than this does fr6m the Mtft&y of the Origi- 
nal. I (hall take the Libert^ to obferve in this Place, that the 
Learned World is more obliged to Pieriur for his great Pain^ 
in comparing the feVeral Manufci^rpts, and giving us their 
Various Readings, than to iUll the Commentators together. 

This PafTage, like many others in the Common Edition^, is 

Fsrfefily unintelligible ; for PHrgil had long fince done with 
loughiiig, and therefore incuthbtre aratris leaver the fteader 
^xceedinely in the dark ; but PUrtus tells u^ in orlMr Manti* 
fcripts, he had read Rafimi and this Alteration leavei no 
Doubt. 

L. ^64. Sow Beans and Clover iti a rotteh Scil; 

And Miiet rijing froin ydtir AnnuHl Toil \ 3 

Thefe two mean Lines are tat:en almoft entirely front' Mr. 
Afif/, only that Mr. Dry den has omitted the principal Wofd» 
Vere^ which Mr. May does not. The Apofl^phe, which is fb 
tiemarkable, I i^onde^ Mr. Drfden (hould take no Notice of ! 
As to his tranfiating Me^iitf, C/n/^r, that irin fomenfeafure 
pardonable. I have entdeavoured to eipreis the Latbt Name 
by a Circumlocution, btcaufe we have no proper Term foi^ 
ihis Plant. *Tis called Mtdica, the Scripioref 4' re Ruftics, t^ll 
US, ^uia Mediatranflata, *Tis very obferVable how artfully 
ihe Poet defcribes the Duration of this Grafs which is faid 
to laft ao or )o Years. This he does by immediately mehti^ 
6aing MWet^ with this Defcription, annua cura. 
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NOTES. 

L ^11. 'And the bright Gnofian Diadem downwArd bend : 3 

Mr. Dryden in this Phce, and in many others hereafter, dif- 
covers his Jitrle Knowledge of the foweft Degree of Afiroao- 
my. Ariadne s Crown does not bend downward at the Time 
.yiKOIL mentions, but rifes with the Sun; and as the 
jSun*s Great Light foon makes that Star imperceptible, this 
yiRGJL very poetically defcribes by 

CnoJJiaque ardemis decedat flella Coron^f 

L. ?l6. Vile Vetches xootHjoufm^ or Lentils lean^ 
The Growth of Egypt, or the Kidney-bcan ! ] 
I begin to be very much tir^d with taking Notice of fucfa 
fort of Verfe as this is ; but lefs Patience is requir*d ia the 
Reader than the Writer. 

P, a^. For thisy his Orb the V^orl^s Great Light divides^ 
And by twelve Stars his certain Pajfage guides : ^ 

ThisPafTage notoneof the Commentators or Tranflators 
has underftood.- I ihall not take up the.Rcader^s Time with 
their Interpretations, but put down the Words in fucb a 
Conilru^liOn as makes this PafTage intelligible. 

Idcireojol aveus mundi (as in the Beginning of this Book, 
chriffmanutndi Lufnina) regit orbem (fuum^ dimenfum certit p0r* 
• tibuSf fer duodena Aftra, 

. Mr.^r/d/m^s.Tranflation of this Place ii borrowM almoft 
entirely from Mr. May, 

L. gio. For this J through twelve Irtght Signs Apollo guides 
The Tear, and Earth in feveral Cllmefr divides. ] 

To underftand this Place right, we muft coniider how it is 
connected with what goes before. The Poet had mentioned 
fereral Stars and Planets, by which he fays the Hosband*man 

' may know when to plough fuch h\A fuch Land), and when 
to low fuch and fuch Grounds : But why, (ays h^v ^o I mcn- 
fion thefe Stars and Planets only ? the Sun hinlfelT,. for this 
Purpofc, Idcircoy namely, that the Husband>man may know 
Iiow to govern his Bufinefs, divides his Courfe into Twelve 
certain Parts, which is of great Ufe tothc Husbandman .-But 

' fo reprcfent the Sun as dividing thi Earth into feveral Climes^ if 
e^ no Ufe at all to the Farmer, whofe. Afiairs extend no fartbcf 
than hi» own Clime. 
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L. ?X7. T^o halitabh SiBats for Humane Kjnd: ^ 

The greateft Beauty of this PafTagei aff'is mmalibus^ Mr. 
Drjden has totally negleQed, 

P. X4 {^ArBos Oceahi metuentis aquore tinguiJ] 

I beg leave tofuppofe chat this Line cannot be off^/R G/L*t 
Writing but that it is Aid into the Text from the Marginal 
Note of fome Grammarian or other. ' There is fach a Jingle 
betwixt eceani tnd f/Wm, and the Sence, if any Sence at all 
can be aflixt to it, is fo forcM, that it feems to me not in any 
wife to belong to the Author of the Georgtcs. 

T. %4, There ^ as they fay^ Or refts thefiji^ftill Kight^ 
And Shades for ever thicl(n%ng veil the Light :'\ 

Illic^ lit ferhll>entf ant intem^efia Jtlet mx : 
Setnfer et obtenta denfentur noBe ttnebra : 

Thefe two Lines are dcflgned to exprefs Dead Silence and 
f.^/j&#^/^ D^rJb(/x. The Reader cannot but obierve how th^ 
firrl Verfe dies away in the Metre^ and the Second is wove 
clofer with thickntng Letters than any other Line in the La- 
tin I^anguage that I can recplleft. 

P. ly. And when with Oars to cut thejhining Way^ 

And backwards drive a Length of faithlefs Sea\']^ 

Et quande infidum remis impellere warmor 
Ctweniat : ■■■ v ■ 

The Latin is a moft beautiful Defcription of Nature. When 
a Boat is row'd with great Strength, the Water that is drove 
Backward appears in a long TraU. Mr. Diyden has entirely o« 
snitted this Paflage. 

L. J45. Or when to fell the Furzes ; when 'tis meet 
To fpread the flying Canvafs for the Fleet. ] 

RtfzeSf rfoppbfi;, muftneedsbe a Fault of the Printer; 
but i»beH \tis meetf can only be charged to the Account of the 
Tranflator. *Tis furprizing that he lhou*d ufe fuch exceed- 
ing mean Language as this is ! And fo in the following Page« 
the laboring Husband for Husband^tnan* And again, the Work 
is huddled^ 1- 3 53* Wou'd any one imagine, that Mr Dry den 
had faidy That if ever b$ had imitated VIRGIL'^ majefiick 
Stile, it is h^i f 

% L. 400. 
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L. 400. An4 tbraQ) it out, and winnim it hj-Dv* 3 

Mf. I>7//ni thoroughly miftakes this P4flage| 

j^ rubitunda Cirts medio fuccingitur 4^u^ 
f>t medio tofiss dftu terit areafrugei* 

The Romans did not thrafh or winnow their Corp. In tb^ 
Heat of t|i^ Day, as foon as it W4s reaped, they l^id it upon 
a ^loor ^ade on Purpofe in the Middle of the Field, a|n4 
then they drove Hories or Mules round about it tiU they 
frod all the Grain out. This they dill pradbife in^/z^//, and 
the Southern Part^ of Franfe. This gives the Meaning offftn 
ioftsj medio terit Mveafruges, Several Copies have fuccMiturl 
but it is: ^ very ibprgper ExpreiEon to fay Corn i» hew*d 
^own : But Ceres reprefented by a Sheaf of Corn is very poetiy 
iially faid to be Girfytjr Bound. 

L. 4x7. Even when the Farmer wmfecure of Fear. ] 

rmuftconfefs I canpot comprehend what this ExpreflSbn 
Secure of F^ar means ; it is evidently inferted for the R^imf 
Siike ) for thei'e if nothing leadbg to it in the Latin. 

P. q:^. ■ . ■ ■■ So would a Tetnpeli be/tr 

Or Chaffs or emfty Straw^ and whirl f> tbro* the Av^J} 

*- ; ■ \ Xcs turbine nigro, &c. This Paflfage, which i« 

plainly I $imi)e, Mr. Oryden^ after /^«^tf% confoiinas with what 
goes before, and d^ftroys tji^ Sence pf the PJape. VIKGIL 
^ays he had feen a Violent Storm, when all the Winds engag*d 
together, pull up the Standing*Corn by the Roots, and drive 
it away, ju(V as a Whirlwind at another Time wou^d blow 
away Chaff, or Light Straw. 

"* Mr. May underft'ands this Paffagein the fame Manner is I 
ave tranflated if. * 

^0 otherwtfe than when bla^k Whirlviinds rifi^ 
And toft dry Straw and Stubble to the Skies* ' 

L. 4yo. Andfhifig Beaps in Forrefts feck Abode : 
What 'i Defctiption is here of Beafts flying to Cover^ in ^ 

Thundfer*Srorm ? in Ferrers feek abode. The Latin is as 

(^uick andTuddch as their Flight. Fugereferge^ they are all va- 
tii(h*d inan Inftant. But in Mr. Dryden^s Tranflation, one 
^GU^d imagine' yhefe Creatures were drove put of fome indos*d 

Cdtrntry, and were fearching fpr Entertainment in ^he next 
Forrcft. • *• "'^ - ' • ' ^ ' . "^ 
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The Majefty of this Line 

AiU jifhOf sus Rbod9finf sut aba Ceramna teh 

Mr. Dryden has not endeavourM to Imitate, tho* it is fb very 
evident yiRGiL endeavours by the Choice of his Words to 
make the Line thmtder as much* as it was poffible. Moft of 
the Editions have fltngmt ; but it is to Pimus that we are 
obligM for a better Reading plangit. This carries on the 
Image CO the End ; and. if mfflerly Painting is to be met 
witb^ in any poetical Work, it is here : Jwpittr is repielented 
in this Plfic^ firft ftretching his Arm all on Fire out of a 
dark Cloud, then beating down the Tops of the Mountains 
Witli his ffolts ; and laftly, holding the Winds and the Rains 
in his Hands like a Rod, and lalhmg with it the Woods and 
the Seas. Beafts flying, and Men proftrate on the Ground^ 
contribute to finifli the Horror of this Piece. There are 




P. ^4. fiifT, above all^ theHeavnly PmerJ adore '^ 

*Tis worthy Obfervation how artfully the Poet has uitrOf 
duced a Sacrifice into every one of his Gmtgics* ■ The nrft is 
in this Place, to Ceres. The Second is in the next Book, ro 
Bacehus. In the Third he mentions the unfuccelsful Sacrifice 
4nring the P^jlilence : And the fourth Book ends with a^a« 

P* 2I$* Or 4 barjh Cr^fftj is beard fbroughout tbtlVood ;1 

Aridus audiri frasor j 

' And 
fsitera mifceri^ tt nemvmm increhrefcere mmtmmrm 

« 

Can any one imagine that all thefe R*s came into theft 
Lines by Chance ? 

p. 40» l^rfrom kft certain Signs tie Swain defiries 
Vnjbowry Suns^ ^nd bright exfMukd Skia j ^ 

Nec mnius extmkrit filet et aferfaferena 
(. ■ . 

This is a remarkable Pailage, |o fliew hov much Car^ 
VIRGIL took to fling his Di&ion out of the vulgar Style. 
Tbecommfn Editions have exmHf which make^ the Paf. 
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NOTES, 

fage neither Sence nor Grammar. Pterins tdh ns^ ht harmd 
eximbres f$les ; but as this founds very rough to the Ear, I take 
the Liberty to wtite txif»brir, agreeably to the ancient Way of 
Writing. yHf^a ftrntdhid been taken Notice of by fevent] 
Pcrfbns already. 

li. ^6^ N^^ ^^^^ ' tblnk^tbeir BreaSts with Heavnly Soub 
I Inffi/d^ 4s Man^ who Deftiny controulsj 

I caimoc iuppoie there is any Body will undertake to mA% 
Sence of this laft Line. 

TUf Ptfltge in the Ori^al, 

.-•■'•*- , .- 

has given a great deal of Employment to the Commentatort. 
^bey all join /^i/a with, lyi^kr in thcGonftruftion; bat they 
might as well have ranged the Words Qthpcwife, itf^l «m^^ 
frutieMfi0 rerum fat§, i. e. in/^^tf, or /if^^wa^wtuch is the fame 
Thing. 

• , • - i ... ■ . ■ 

J^. 58 y. 4^e v<iid oftemfcflj^ both by Land and Sea,'] 



'^fhtin's ventifjue csrehuntB 



This is another of Mr. Dr^/^ffii^s Imitations of F1RGIL\ 
ma jeftic Style in his firfi Qeoriic ; and it is very properly fbl« 
]|owe4 by tkis Couplet* 

Jhwe thf refi the Sun^ who never lies, 
Feretells the Change ^f Weather in the Skies^ ; 

Whe ne^t lies^ if Very ma jeftic ; and fo ts the Change ef Wen* 
ther. Who coul4 think tbefe Lines were intended for a Traiii 
(btion.Df 

4. 
Set ^eqne & extfienf^ & cnm fe eendet in nn^braf 

SiffindsfHt* SQlimeertiJi^mfiffmfequnnturf 

Ja. 61^. fVha$ deff^rateflAadm^n then would venfttreo'erl 
Tie Fnthf 9r haiil bis Cdbles from: the S boar ?^ 

How Mr. Dryden has mended Mr. May'i lAncs in this Phcf t 
I fhall leave the Reader to determine. " 

T . . .... . . < I 
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NOTES. 

■ ■^- I II •ointm't tW 

The Seat, *r Uafe wj CmHu frtm the Shre. 

AUhjh, reems to me to be better tnijlated 5M/ than Frith. 

L. 6l8. He fir/l the Fate of CaCfir did forettl, 

Andfity'd Rome, whenKome in Cxfkr fell. 

The firft Line is quite wroiw;. f /RG/t doejnotfty the 
Sun foretold the Death of C«>rt but thit the Sun foretold 
the Mi(erics that would fall iipon the Rtnmt, foi btving put 
bimco Death. 

jitid f'lty'dlA.atat, vbntKotat in Cv^tt fell. 

This is one of Mr. Dryden*s fmooth Lines, that falls very 
Ihortof the MajeOy of VlRGlVt Sence. 

L. 644. dumb Sheef and Oxen fpoig^ 

- ' ' p etfidefyMe iKitiM 

Sheep may be properly did to be Jumy, Bat why thef 
fhould be faid to have been du«ii, when they fpoke in a tnira- 
culous Manner, I cannot apprehend. fIRGJL n£esRO fuch 
Epithet. 

P. yd. At when the Cam^ faift fm'ring thro the H<'ce,'\ 
Mr, DijJen pleafes himfelf with a Difcovery which, he ftyj, 
he has made of a Compliment to Augu^Ki in the three laft 
Lines of this Geoi^ic. ' He fuppofcs ^/R G IL, in thii Place, 
' endeavours to ezcufe the Crimes committed by his Patron 
' darinK the Civil War, as if he were conftrained againft his 
' own Temper to thofc violent Proceedings, by the Ncccfiity 

* of the Times in general, but more particularly by his two 

* Partners Anthmy, and Lrpidat. They were the beidflrong 
' Horfes, who hurry'd O^av/k', the trembling Charinteer, a- 
' long, indwere deaf to his reclaiming them. lunderftandthis 
PalTige in a manner qnite different from Ur. Dryden. I take 
thefe three laft Lines to be only a Simile illuftrating whit the 
Poet had been treating of before. He reprefents feverat 
Countries, Towns and Nations, nay, the whole World, in as 
great a Confulion thro' the R>gc of War, as the Chariots in 
the Race, when the Horfes get the better of the Drivers, and 
run foul of one another. Now the Univerle being in this 
Diforder, and VIRGIL having before prayed to the Gods 
Co fulFer this youiiE Man to remain on Eartb to reflore the 
ruined World, the Compliment tO/<H^0^H^ lies in reprcfenting 
Him as the only Perfon that could give Peace to all Mankind, 
that is in other Words, who def«cved the fmivcrfal Monarchy 
of the Earth. 

F I IJ I S. 
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THE 

PREFACE. 

HERE are few WiyS of fpending 
I one's Time more idly than in finding 
Faults in the Labours of other People; 
dpecially of any one that lias acquir'd a 
general Reputation ; Neither is there 
any thing more invidious than fuch an 
I Undertaking, for Reafons too obvious 
to be mention'd. If ever this tedious 
Task is fet about with any fort of Satisfadion, it mud be 
when a third Perfon is concem'd in the Difpute, and where 
the only Aim b to do Juftice to the Injur'd. 

That this is the preTent Cafe I need not make ufe of many 
Words to demonftrate; beaufe the Thing will Ihew itfelft 
.Whatever Refped may be due to Mr. Drjden's Name as 
a Poet> certainly as much may be albwM to V i r g i l'/. 
The IJtter has been a ctmmm Caufi amongft Writers for 
many Ages> and in all probability wilt ever remain (o % 
Therefore to appear in it at any Time does not aigue any 
great Singularity of Temper. 

How the celebrated Tranflator has a)pjed the Originals 
in the SmcoUcs, and in the t/£iteutt will not be brought in- 
to this Inquiry , which is confin'd entirely to the Geargkn 
And with Relation to this Piece, I believe it may be af- 
firm'd, without the leaft Aggravation, that no Author ever 
did greater Injuftice to aixiuier in evoy refped pollible* 
than the SEfwUfb Poet has done the Raawt on this Ocad- 
pa* iBeitse i cock to PanicuUrs oa this Subjed. I iball take 
A Notiif 
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Kotice in generaL that there were two Things which ougbc 
to have prevented Mr. Dryden from touching upon diis 
Part of V^ily for any Confideration whatever. One was 
his perfeft Ignorance of the Subjed which f^trgU treats of 5 
Andtheother> thediftinguifhing Purity of this Piece* whicl^ 
may be juftly ftil'd the cha/iejT Poem of the cha/iefl Poet: 
Now it is out too vifibk that the Tranflator's Fancy, or 
Genius, or Temper of Mind, call it as we will, was io un- 
alterably bent to Wantonnefs, that he was utterly incapaUe 
of entring in any Manner into the Senfe or Ideas of his 
Author, almoft throughout the whole Work. It is very 
probable Mr. Dryden undertook the Georffc only par man* 
were Jtaccftiity as he is pleas'd to fay he writ his Notes on 
Vtrgil: But one would have thought nothing fliould have 
incmc'd him to have hurt his Matter, much lefs his Father, 
as he is ftiPd, in his moft tender Part. Mr. Drjden Ob- 
fcrves in one of his Prefaces, that the Georm was what Vhr" 
gil moft valued himfelf upon; but little did Mr. Drjdenwt'- 
ceive what it was that gave Virgil fuch an Opinion ok it : 
And indeed there is no Piece amongft all the Remains of 
Antiquity that is fo little underftood as this, and therefore 
it may not be improper to fay fomething of the Original, 
before any thing more is faid of Mr. ThjJcn's, or of any 
other Tranflation. 

The Georgia, in every Age, have been the Subjcd of 
Admiration and Applaufe amongft the Learned; all the 
Ornaments of Rhetoric have been often made ufe of in or- 
der to do them Juftice ; but the higheft Compliment that 
ever was made, or ever could be made to this wonderful 
Performance, was by V i r g i l himfelf, who intended to 
have (acrificed his ^ n e i d to it ; what an Idea mutt thi$ 
raife in us of the Excellency of that Work which made 
its Author judge the ^ n e i d not worthy of the Light, 
after the other had appeared ! 

This Circumftance is fo furprizing that it almoft pre- 
vents us from continuing our Refleftions on fo extraordina- 
ry a Subjeft. However, difficult as it is, this muft be done 
before we can difcoverwhat this great Poet judg*d the high- 
eft Perfedion of PoQpry. Such an Inquiry cannot be made 

but 
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but by taking a View of each of thefe Poems feparately. 
When it appears what the Plan of each is> what it tends 
tO) and the Manner by which it is carry'd on, we fhall be 
able to compare them together^ and to judge why their Au« 
thor prefer'd the one fo nighly before the other. 

The Georgk has for its Subjed the plaineft and moil 
common Tmngs, but at the fime Time the moft ufeful to 
Mankind. The Earth, Trees^ Cattle> PIants> Birds, In- 
fefts, and all the Varieties of Nature. The Poet, who 
was throughly acquainted with her* was not ignorant that 
many of thofe things, as they came out of her Hands, want- 
ed that Life and Spirit which are fo ncceflary to Poetry; 
and therefore to fupply this Defeft, he undertakes to give 
them a new Form, and to raife up, as it were, another 
Creation to anfwer his Purpofe. To this End he endows 
even the Earth, as well as Vegetables, with Senfe and PaA 
lions, and the loweft Degree of animal Being with Reafon, 
and Arts, and Policy. By this Means, whilft he exalts the 
meaneft Part of the vifible Creation, he paints the Superior 
to the Life. Whence it follows, that at the fame Time 
that the Reader is inftrufted in the moft neceffary Know- 
ledge for the Subfiftence of his Being, his Mind is fur- 
ni(h*d with all the Improvements of Artsand Sciences. Thefe 
the Poet has wonderfully wove into his main Defign, and 
at the fame Time difplays every Species of the Excellency 
of Poetry. The jufteft Commenaations are beftow'd upoa 
true Merit, and the fineft Satyr is pointed againft Vanity 
and Extravagance : Oratory and Rhetoric appear in their 
utmoft Splendor : Induftry, Sobriety, Defire of Glory^ 
the Love of one's Country, and a religious Frame of Mind, 
are inculcated with the moft prevailing Arguments: To 
all which I ftiall add but one thing more, which is, that 
the Foundation of the whole is Truth. 

The ^/£nefSy ftridly fpeaking, cannot be look'd upon 
as any thing elfe but a meer Fable, fet off* with the Deco* 
rations of a noble Fancy, and intended to compliment j^h^ 
gttfim Ctfir "^'xihzDtkmtkom ^/£neas. Befides jittguflus^ 
ttusPoem celebrates only the Roman People, tho* it muft not 
be conceal'd tbtt fevcral of the moft worthy of them» with 

A * regard 
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r^d to their County, are pafi'd over in Silence. The 
fineft Ornaments of Fidion are empby'd in this Work> 
and the Machinery of the Deities is introduced to the 
gteateft Advant^e. 

Thefe rough Sketches, in which the principal Out-Lines 
of both the(e Pieces are drawn, may ferve to affift us in 
forming a Judgment where the Deference is due. 

Ifwe confider the different Subjefts, One has the Ad van* 
t^ of Nature or Truth, over Invention or Fable 9 
which is no inconfiderable Circumftance ,' for the Mind 
of Man is fo formM, that where Truth appears in its na- 
tive Charms, it never feils of pleafing. If we weigh the 
Extenfivenefs of thefe Subjefts, and the Utility rrfulting 
from them, what Comparifon can be made betwixt the 
moft neceflary Science to the whole Species of Mankind^ 
and a Compliment to a Prince, or One People at moft { 
Then as to the Arts of Poetry, how much greater Abili- 
ty is required to produce fimple Nature in all her Beautyf 
tnan to range the wide Fields of Imagination to fumifli out an 
entertaining Amufement ! Tis true, that Fidion well hid, 
and confin'd to the Service of Virtue, is no eafy Task; 
but an Appeal to Truth and Nature throughout all Ages<^ 
Mankind, was the moft daring Enterprize that could be 
undertook : *Tis upon the latter that Firgil laid the Foun-^ 
dations of hb Immortality ; This ftiews the vaft Spirit o£ 
the Mm9 and the Spirit of the Pm difcovers itfelf by 
the Regard which he evidenced for Poetry in the Sacrifice 
that he would have made of fo fine a Work as the ^Eneid^ 
to that kind of Poetry which he judged the moft gli^'iouss 
and which is undoubtedly the moft ancient ; for in what 
Service Numbers were originally empby'd, Mr. Drjdm has 
admirably fhewn« 

Whether the frmtfrl Nile cr Tyrian. Shore^ 
The Seeds of j4rtt ani h^ant Science herey 
^Thfmre the nehle Plant trun/ltted fift 
\A4pane^dits Head in Graccian G^trdent n$irs*d. 
Hoe Grsecians added Firfi, their ttmefitl Tonme 
M^lihTy^^firfi;^mdYihTVKB- 
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•f is in this Sort of Poetry that Firgit juftly triumphs, 
when he celebrates the Glory of having brought the Mufcs 
from Greece: and as he was of all Men the nioft grateful, 
he beftows due Honours upon thofe who had macfc ufe of 
their Divine Talents in chalking out the Way before him, 
as Orpheus J Theocritusy Hejkd and Mnfrm. But as his pro- 
found Silence calls the higheft Contempt upon Hmerj it 
is reafonable to imagine that yirgU look'd upon him as hav- 
ing perverted the Science of wfuch he was fo great a Maf- 
rer, and debafed Poetry by his vain Fiftions. The Gw- 
gk feems to have ftveral Marks of Indignation peculiarly 
fevell'd at that Grecian Poet. There it is that /^//labours 
hard to turn Poetry into its proper Channel, from whence 
Htfmer had diverted it. And there it is that Firgil foirits 
the irrational, and animates the lifdefs Creation, to inftruft 
Mankind in Reafon and Virtue, whilft Homer brings down 
the Deities thcmfelves to countenance all manner of Folly 
and Extravagance. But f^irgil could not but apprehend 
that if ever his tenets appeared, the Remans in the firft 
Place, and the generality of Mankind ever after, would 
overlook his chief Labour, and that his Georgks would be 
cclipfcd by the glaring Light of that Poem, whilft he him- 
felFat the fame Time would jTeem to rival Homer in a Sort 
of Poetry in which he had n6 Ambition to excel; for as 
Mr. Drjden has obferv'd, Virgil cenfiires himfdf in one of 
his Letters to Augnftm for medling with Heroics, which 
he ftiles the Invention of a degenerating j^, 

Virgil wrote that Piece meerly to pleafe his Prince, and 
that he certainly defign'd it IhouW not have gone any far- 
ther feems evident from one particular Circumftance in the^ 
t^wi^itfelf, which is, the total Omiffion of iV<fCir»4:f, who 
is not once mentioned in all the twelve Books; and for this 
Reafon it may be fuppos*d, with great probability, that 
Macenas was privy ro V&git% Intention of fupprcmng the 
t/£neidy being foBy fatisfied with having his Name con- 
frgn'd to Immortality in every one of the Georgics. Nei- 
ther is Angt^his^s Fame left taken care of in feveral Parts of 
that Work, but efpecially in the Temple which is erefted 
to his Honour at the beginning of the third Georgk. The 
' " ^ ' " - ' Praifes 
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Praifes beftow'd upon jlttgufim in the t^neidj particularlv 
in the eighth Book, where the Poet is moft expbcit on this 
Subjed , fall very fliort of that exquifite Propriety of 
Thought, and Majefly of Expreffion, which render the 
Paifage juft mention'd the moft finifh'd Piece of its Nature 
that can be found in aU Antiauity* 

I have hitherto fpoken of tnefe two Pieces in general, I 
ihall now confider them more particularly. 

It has been often (aid that whatever flrgWs Excellencies 
are, thePalmoflnventioniscertainly duetoflawrr.- Whe- 
ther this is fo or not by a juft Companion between the 
Iliad 2ind OJypj and the fingle t/£neidj I ihall not diipute, 
becaufe Ftrgil never intended it fhould have been any Dif> 
pute at all, I Ihall only obferve by the Way, that in thofe 

E articular Paffages where /^i/ takes his matter from Hcmer^ 
e feems to have done it to Aiew how he could handle it 
with greater Advantage. But to return to what I was 
fpeaking of, let the Queftion be put upon the GeorgkSj and 
let the Prize of Invention be contended for with all the 
Favourites of the Mufes. 

If the utmoft height of poetical Invention confifts in 
joining what is moft profitable with what is moft pleafant> 
which I believe will be allow'd on all Sides, what Force of 
Invention muft that Perfon have had who could unite all 
Arts and Sciences, and all the Beauties of Poetry with 
fuch Subjeds as Plowing, Planting, Breeding of Cattle, 
raifing Infefts, and the like, and by this Means intereft every 
human Creature, (torn the univenal Monarch of the Earth, 
to the Driver of the Plough, in the fame Piece? This called 
for a different Power ot Invention than the providing a 
Hero with a Suit of impenetrable Armor to preferve him 
from being wounded, or the bringing a Goddefs to wrap 
him up in a Cloud to hide him from mortal Sight. The& 
things may amufe and pleafe for feveral Readings by the 
Help of Language, but at laft the Underfbnding becomes 
weary of them. In the other Cafe , the Mind is never 
fatiated with Admiration. Still fomething new arifes up, 
and fome ufeful Truth is difcovered. Every Page of the 
Georgic zffovdis Inftancesof this kind, and therefore it would 
be endlefs to enumerate them. ~ Next 
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Next to Invemion^ the Didiofi or Verification is what 
chiefly Ihews the Poet, and of all the Beauties of Verfifi- 
cation, we are juftly told by a great Mafter of Poetry, the 
moft Exquifite is the Art of applying the Sound to the 
Senfe* This is the peculiar Excellency of each of the Gear* 
gksj but to avoid running too much into Length, I fhall 
confine my felf to that which is contained in the following 
Sheets. 

How flow does the Metre move on, which is to de- 
fcribe the Husbandman turning over the Furrow with the 
Plough.^ 

jIgrkoU mcHTVo terram Jimavk aratro. 

How btify is this Line which reprefents the Workmen 
in their Nuneries ! 

Scilicet ommbm ejl labor in^ndendm ^ emnes. 

What a terrible Figure the Rattle Snake makes in thefe 
Lines ! 

Necr^t immenfis crbes per humum^ neqtte tanto 
SquammeM in gyram tra£lufi coUigit angms. 

Here the Beginning and the Ending of the firft Line 
are fnatch'd up like the Motion of that frightful Creature, 
and the immenfis crbes betwixt, makes the dreadful Circle, 
and then the Vcrfe is ftretch'd out again to a prodigious 
Length into the next Line, by the Difpofition of the Words 
in the Diftance betwixt tanto and traSln^ which the Poet 
would have avoided, had it not been for this particular Rea* 
fon. 

There is not half the Storm in the 

Vna Eurujqsie NotuJqHe rtmnt creberque procelliSf 

as the Wind makes amongft the decay'd Trees upon the 
Rocks of Qutcafks in this Line. 

Qms animo/i Enri afjidm firangfmtqne firmtque. 

The Storm roars throughout the whole Line, which it 

does not in the former, in fo extraordinary a Manner. 

" The 
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The founding o£ Tmxapeth aad the ratling of Haoan 
mers u|x)n Anvvs are wonderfully heard in theie two Lines. 

A 

Nic dim etium mdkrMt i9ifiari cL^Jkd^ nee Am 
Imfefkn dturii erepkmr btcadilmi wfo. 

Nor muft the Flux and Reflux of the Sea, isdiick rifo 
and £Jls fo beautifully in this Pailage, be omitted; 

Vnie tremor terris; q$M vi maria oka tftmefidnt 
Olric^m rtfHsy rmfiifipte mfi i/f/a rffidant. 

How towering is the Beginning, how tow the Condu- 
fion! 

I could mention many others, fuch as the Pounding of 
OUve Mills, 

Teritur Sicjenia bacca trafetis. 
And the gaping of the parch'd Earthf 
HocfAihmlMfiti 

And the like. But I (hall conclude this Subjeft with 
what I believe furpaffes every thing of this Nature that is to 
be met with in any poetical Compofition whatfoever : I 
mean thefe four following Lines, and I wonder the firft 
Verfe has not led fcveral Writers to make this Obfervation 
before. This Line defcribes a Filberd grafted upon a 
Crab-Stock, and the Poet has made the Verfe rougher and 
fuller of Knots than ever any Crab-Stock was in the WorU. 

Ififeritfir vera exfastu nucis arbmu$ hrrida. 
Inferit$tr ver ex fostu nucis arbmus hcrrid^. 

With what Strength of Fancy did this wonderful Man 
draw this Pifture after the Life ! But now obferve another 
moft mafterly Piece. See what a Contraft is made in the 
next Line, which defcribes an Apple ingrafted on a Plane Tree. 
Nothing in Nature is fmoother than each of them, and no* 
thing in Mufic is fofter to the Ear than this JLinc^ 

Et fterUes plat am Mahs gejfere valentis. 

This Line i$ foftned fo much with the Liquid ^s) that 
the Poet takes the Liberty to ufe valen^tf inftad of valen^^. 
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or eUe there would have been a Sibilation betwixt the (fi} 
in gf^ffire and the («) at the Condufion of the Verfe. 

What a Majefty is there in this Lme which defcribes 
the pompous Flowers of the Chefiiut Tree ingrafted upoa 
a Beach> or of a Pear Tree upon Hornbeam! 

Q^ofie^ FagHSy Omufyne inamuit Mo 
Flare Pjr i ■ ■ 

There is not, even in the Georgks^ a greater Pomp of Me^ 
tre9 or FuUnefi of Sound, in any one Lme» 

The Condufion of the fourth Verfe is, if poflible, ftill 
noore furprizing than any of the former. Here the Poet, 
to inftrud: his Reader tnat the Oak may be ingrafted on 
the Elm, conveys to his Ear the Noifeof Swine crunching 
Acrons under the Tree* 

Glandemque Suet fregere fitb Vlmis. 

'Tis impoffible for the Reader not to obferve what aa 
EfFeft fregere makes in this Place. 

Deferiptioft, which is another beautiful Part of Poetry,* 
ftands unrival'd in any other Work, taking all the Georgia 
together. Tho* perhaps it may be doubted which of the 
Books has the Advantage over the other, the Praijes o£ Italy ^ 
the Sfring, the Co$imrj Life in the fecond Book, may 
difpute for ever, I believe, with the Chariot Race, the 
Scythian Winter Piece^ and the Plague in. the third Book. 
And the fame Emulation may be rais'd betwixt ihtfirji and 
finrth Books, but I am at a Lofs to name any tiling elfe 
that is fit to fbnd in Competition with any one of them. 

Narration^ or the Art ot relating a Story, is none of the 
Icaft Ornaments of Poetry. This Flrgil has excelled in, be* 
yond all that can be faid of it, in the Story of Ariftam at 
the End of the fourth Book. This is a moft finifli'd Piece 
in every re(peft. Nothing can be more moving than the 
Subjed, or purer than the Moral. 

The Talent of fetting true Merit in its juft Light is 
not the eafieft Task in Writing. I have obferv'd fome- 
thing already on VirgiT^ Skill in this Kind. The Begin- 
ning and Condufion of the firft Book are delicately tum'd, 
but what is moil remarkable in this Work is# that the 

a ' whole 
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vfhcAt Piece was what we cal! flP?*% far the Oovemmm. 
The Rtmum Affairs at that TinUe ftood thus. .AfmfP- 
tm had made hirhfelf Mafter df Italy by the Hdp ot his 
Army. To rei^ard his Troops , he bcftow*d upoA 
-them a great Part of the Lands that ftll to him by the 
Cluttice of War. The common Soldiery^ partly through 
want of Skill) and partly through a Diflike <^any Employ- 
ment but that of ArmS) negle&d the Bufinefs of Husban^ 
dry >• confequently the Eflates produc*d little or nothing to 
their Officers, the Owners of them, and a great Scarcity 
ei^ued throughout the whole Country ; but what was 
more troubletome to the Miniftry, they were as much pef- 
ter'd with Solicitations at Court, as if they had beflowM no 
Favours at all. In this Situation, f^irgily by the PerfuafioH 
of M^tnoiy undertook to write the Georgics in order 
to inftrud thefe unskilful Husbandmen , as he calls them 
in the Beginning of the firft Book, in their new Profeffi- 
on, and at the lame Time to (hew that the Country Life 
4eferv'd the Attention of Perfons of the greateft Confe- 
quence. This was a Point of the higheft Imponapce to 
tne State in every refpeft. Augufius wanted nothing fo 
much as to take off the martial Edge of his People, and 
nothing could do it fo effedually as this. P^irgUy to 
pleafe this fort of People, reprefents j4Hg$ifius*$ Viftories in 
the greateft Splendor : He Compliments them upon their 
wariSke Spirit, but ia the Conclufion of that inimitable 
Piece, at the End of thefecond Book, he urges upon them, 
with all the Charms of Rhetoric and Poetry, the Ex- 
amples of their Anceftors who founded the Roman Power, 
ana ftiews them that they were train'd up in the Country 
Life; and afterwards ftrengthens his Argument with the 
.^Example of Saturn^ and the Golden Age. But a more tender 
Subjed than this, ' was to reconcile the People in general 
to.rfie Army, Jn which the Poet ufes all his Skill. At 
jhe End of the firft ]^)ok, he paints in the ftrongeft Co- 
Jours, the Miferies olT the Civil War> which they could 
not but be very fenfible of. In the Conclufion of the 
!fecond, he tells them, they yvere too hapfj^ did they Im kgew 
jheirJI^pMeJs; which^coglifted in this, that their Country 

wa 
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was now frocid a Difcordibus Armis. Thus in two Wotdh 
he juftifies Ai4gHfim\ taking the Governnlent upon him- 
felf, and Ihews the People what Obligations they had to 
the Author of the Peace which they enjoy 'd. This 
was no vain Compliment to j4muflHs, nor was it weak 
Reafoning to his Subjeds. In this Circumftance confifted 
the chief Merit of that Prince whofe Name has made fo 
much Noife in the World. Nothing could be more glo- 
rious for Him than that he was aUe to preferve fo tuixuil- 
tuous a PeopiJe in any Sort of Quiet, and nothing could 
be more happy for Them. Their Story (hews what DiC- 
tradions they were continuaHy fubjed to for many Years 
before the Reign of Angufius. They were incapable of 
Government of any Kind, as thieir Conftitutioq then ftood> 
and as they had imprudently divided the Power betwixt 
the Senate and the People, without any Third State to in- 
terpofe,when Neceflity required it; fo that -/dkg/i^/w*s Pow- 
er, tho* an armed Power, was a real Bleffing to the RamMm^ 
becaufe it preferv*d them from deftroying one another. 

There are many Paflages in the G^(?rg/c where f^trgilxm,- 
nages his Prince's Caufe with great Dexterity, ancf at the 
fame Time fhews an equal Regard for the Liberty and In- 
tereft of his Country; but certainly nothing can con^ iip 
to the fourth Book, on this Head. What wonderful Know- 
ledge muft that Writer have had, who could ranfack all 
Nature to find out a Species of Infers whofe Cocftitution 
might befuppoftd to be made up of a Republic governed by 
a Monarch ! This was one of the principal Reafons of 
f^irgil's chufing the Bees for his fiftijhlng Piuei and this 
makes him (ay to Akcenas in his Intcodu(3:ion to it) 

AdmhrandaTiBi InaMmJfeSMul^reram. 

You v/ilt fion fie ta wham the ff^mlers are ofpUcahU 
whkh I relMt of tbefi little Creatftres. Hqw fine a Com- 
pliment was it to the Roman People,and their Prince, to (hew 
that the Bees had their Laws (upon which all their Hap- 
pinefs was founded) by Inlpiration from j^ffi^^^y and iheir 
Prince fi:om th^ fame Source ! 
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Nunc age^ Naiuras ifibus quas yupiter ipji 

jIdiUdity expeMam. Pro qua mercede camros 

Oiretmn finitmy crepitantiaqfte ^rafecmiy 

Di3£§ Regem Oxli pavere fub antra. 

SoU comnmnes natas, canfirtia teHa 

VrbU hahent; magmpfne agkant fub Legjbm ovum ; 

E$ VmrUanfoUt fir certos ncvcre Penates* 

^ht other Paflagcfollows foon aftcri thus ; 

Pr^fTM Regem nm Jtc ^j^^HSy ^ ingent 
Z^dtOy necp^tdi Parthammy out Medus Hjdajpes 
ObfirvatU' — — 

Kothing was ever devifed with greater Sence and Spirit 
than thefe Pailages. When we confider that the Romans 
had a religious Veneration for Bees> and looked upon them 
as peculiarly confecrated to ysfitery it was not poflible to 
reconunenci the Obedience <fue to the Prince, or the Sub- 
miifion due to the Laws> both from Prmce and People, in 
a more delicate manner than by the Example of thefe 
Creatures ; neither can one help ooferving in this, as well as 
in many other Places, how ^tat a Patron the Poet was of 
the Liberties of his Country. He fcoms to flatter his ge- 
nerous Benefaftor, the Mafter of the whole World, with 
unbounded arbitrary Power over his Subjefts. He afferts 
the Freedom of theConftitution in the flrongeft Terms that 
ever were made ufe of ; 

* — Magnis agitant fib Legim avttm. 

'M^ms fib kgibm is a plain Declararion that the Laws 
jvere mperior to Alli and therefore he adds, 

Et Patriam cert amy (^ certos never e Penates. 

In ftiort. He points out both to the Prince, and the 
I\<fople, what their Duty was to each other, and wherein 
their real Happinefsconfiflcd. And this very Conftiturion, 
which fTD^i/plann'd for his own Country, dmoft twothou- 
find Years fince, is the Conftitution of the happieft People 
upon Earth at this Infbnt* ^-^SoU 
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'^SoU nutgnis Ogitdntf^ Ugibm itvtm 
Et Patriam fiUj f^ ctrtos novere Penates. 

They only Kve iccur'd by midity Ijxmy 

Their Country, and their Gods, The canmm Cm^e. 

Praterea Re gem— — 

Befides nor Egj^j nor the boundlefs Space 
Of LjdkCs Empire, nor the Parthian Race> 
Nor whom Hjaajpes cools with Median Springs, 
Pay fuch fincere Obedience to their Kings. 

I wonder that not one of the Commentators or Trant 
lators ever hit upon the true Sence oijk objervant. Mr. 
Drjden tranflates this Pailage thus : 

Beddes nor v^gjftj India^ Media more 
With fervile Awe, their idol King adore. 

It is evident beyond the leaft Doubt, {taxf^irgU lays quite 
the contrary, and that the Worfhip which he inculcates, ought 
to be cordial and affedionate, and not flavifh. But I am come 
now to another Difficulty amongft the Learned. It is own*d 
on all Hands that P^gilim fetoff./^!^/ with great Art in 
the Gecrgks. But then it is ask'd what Commendation has he 
beftow aonhisPatron,"Afec«w. TofolvethisDifficulnr, le- 
veral Commentators, if I remember aright, have obferv'd, that 
it would not have been good Manners to have inferted the Mi- 
nifter's Prai/es in the fame Piece with his Matter's ; fo that this 
was omitted par iienjeance: But if I mifiakenot, no Patron 
was ever fo finely commended as Macenas is in this Work. In* 
deed all Firgil fays to Him, or of Him, is as follows, viz,. In 
the firft Book, PTrgil names Him in the fecond Line. In the 
ficond Book, he b^s Him to affifl him in his Undertak- 
ing, and declares he owes the greateft Part of his Reputati* 
on to Him. In the third Book, he mentions the Difficulty 
of the Task Macenas had put him upon, and again be^ 
His Aflifbnce. In the fifttrth Book, he defires Him to lode 
favourably upon that Piece, and addreffes it more particular- 
ly to Him than he had done any of the £>rmer» 'Tis true 

J ' there 
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there is no great Ecl^ in all this^ biit the Compliment to 
Mucenoi lyes here. Vit^^ undertook a very neceuary Work 
for the Service of his Pnnce, and his Country. He declares 
it was Aitcewix put him upon it. He found the Work 
very difficult* but itill Mumoi perfuades him to pei^ft in 
it» and by hisPatrona^e^ and his GeneroGty^ enabled him to 
go through with it ; fo that the Whole, all the Jufticc that 
is done to Aupifim^s Ch^raAer, til the Service that Work 
could do his Country, was owing to Micenm. Ths was 
complimenting Him in the fineft Manner. He was Ipeak- 
ing of a Minifter. The Charader he gives Him is that of 
a Peribn, who employs His Power and Fortune in couwe- 
nancing one that could be of Ufe to His Mafter, and the 
Public* Here the Poet makes a ^ceful Figure, whilft hie 
fliews his Gratitude by owning bs Obligations, and at the 
fame Time that he makes his Court to bis Patron, he makes 
his Patron's Court to his Prince. 

To do Juftice^to M^enas's Charafter in the Matter now 
treated of, we ought to go far back, and confider VirgU not as 
the Author of the Gwrgk» or the ^y£ne$Jj but as a young 
Man who had writ fcMnefinePaflorals. Afaceuas finds him 
out> and puts him upon the Geargk. If he had mifcarry M in it, 
the Ridicule would have tumM upon M^mai^ but as Virgil 
fucceeded in fo extraordinary a Manner, the Undertaking, of 
which Mnetnas was the Author, turn'd as much to his 
Credit; and to his good Judgment, Af&bility and Libera- 
lity, the Rman Emperor, and Roman People, ow'd this 
Work at firft, and upon the fame Account all Mankind 
fland indebted to that Minifter, to this Hour. This was 
what Virgil took care to let the World know, and it was 
the moft effe6hial Method he could make ufe of to do 
Mdcenas real Service. But if Flrgil underftood fo wdl in 
what true Praife confifted, and how to difplay it, he cer- 
tainly had as delicate a Turn for Satyr, wnere it was ne- 
ceflary. There are fome of the fineft Strokes of this Kind 
in that Piece fo often mentioned, the Condufion of the 
fecond Georgk. The Subjeft is to extol the Couxury Life 
above the Cburt and Town Life. They that are acquaint- 
ed with the World will perceive how wdl Virgil under- 
ftood 
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ftobd ki when he oppofes fecure TrahquilUty to Court 
Aivout) and Sincerity to a crowded Levy; and the reft 
c^the Piece is fpirited iti the fame Manner; upon which 
die Reader may find mote Obfervations in the Notes, 

It would beanendldsTask to produce Inftances to iheW 
that the Gemks abound with tne brighteft Ornaments 6f 
Rhetoric and Oratory, and to prove their Author to have 
been deeply vers*d in Geometry, Aftronomy, Phyfic, Hif* 
tory, true and fabulous, the Heathen Mythology and Mo- 
rtlity. It may be affirmed that they are the beft fili'd 
Store-Houfe of all Manner of Knowledge that Crteie and 
Rome cduld fiimifti. 

I cannot help obferving here, that it is vety ftrange that 
diis Book, of all Books whatever the moft ht to be made 
ufe of in the Nurferies of polite Literature, is no where as 
I know of, iti England, ot abroad, in any great Mctfutt re-' 
garded) nay in moft Places not at all attended to. I am 
ipt to think the Title has been the chief Occafion of its 
teing fo much negleded, both by Matters and Scholars. 
•Tis look'd upon as a Book of husbandry only, and thii 
is thought to be a Matter not worthy 6t Ttachertj 
of Learners. How juft this Reafoning is I fhall not herft 
inquire, but I ftiall venture to aflSirm, that there cannot be 
a greaterMiftakfc than this Opinion. Husbandry is far from 
being the greater Part of this Work. It is treated of, -tis 
true, and fully treated of, but what Variety of Learning 
is every where interfpers'd, has been already mentioned. 
Betides it is very evident that a beautiful All^ory tutis thro* 
the four Geomcs, beculiarly applicable to the fevjflfal Stages 
p( human Lite, wnich merits great Att^tion. 

The firjfy which chiefly treats of ordering and preparing 
tlie Soil, plainly points at Infancy. ' 

The ficohd, in 'whidi, if Seneca hinifelf was a fudge, 
the fineft Precepts of Education are to be found, rdbtes to 
Youdi. 

The third guards againft the Paffions ' of Manhood, 
principally againft the ftrongeft of them all 

; JS!!fidJftvemsynuigHmcidvtffitb$6j^^ 
D9$rm jimor! The 
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The fmrth defcnbe^ and inftruds Mature Age> in the 
Rules of Frugality »Induftry> and Arts of Government, whic^ 
are (o well handled through the greateft Part of itj lb that 
the Gearffcs are by no means to be confider'd as a Book 
of Husrandry only. But even upon this Account I am 
afraid there is ftill another Objedion) which has very much 
beighten'd the Prejudice that has been taken to this Divine 
Work) and that is» the common Notion that the Husban- 
dry which is there taught^ is only calculated for Itafy .* This 
impertinent Conceit has fprun^ from the Commentatorsi 
who not Underflanding any ming of any Sort of Hus- 
bandry, which their Labours ducover too plainly^ have 
^ken of this Matter as blind Men would reafon about 
Colours. The Precepts of Husbandry , as dcliver'd 
in the Georgtcs^ are fo various, that they are adapted to every 
Country, in one relpedor other; and if it were to beal- 
low'd tnat this is not a Book of Inftrudion for any Place 
but where the whole is proper, it would be of Ufe but to 
a finall Part even o£ Italy ix(t]£. I never yet law any Coun-^ 
try of Ettrofe which Flrgits Husbandry was not fit for. 
I am certain the Husbancury of England in general is ^ir* 
gUian. This is (hewn by tne Paring and Burning the Sur- 
ftce, by the Manner of Watering Meadows, by the diy 
Fences, by Raftering or Crofs-Ploughing, and innumera- 
ble other Inftances which couki be produced. In thofe 
Parts o£ England which tht Romans principally inhabited > 
all abng the Smthcrn Coaft, Latin Words remain to this 
Hour amon^ Shepherds, and Ploughmen in their ruftic Af- 
fairs, and what will feem more flrange at firft Sight to aff* 
firm, tho* in Faft it be really true, there is more of Fhrgil^s 
Husbandry pat in Pni6^ice in England at this Inftant uian 
in Italf itlelf. There the Scene is fo much altered that it 
may now properly be (aid of the Italian Countrymen9 . 

O infelices nmhimy fkaJimaU nmnty 
jigrki4as\ 

They have loft, almoft ev«y where, the Knowledge of 
thofe IniprovementS) % which ^Rmms jnnfiid^'a the 

"^ "" ' ~" " " ^ whole 
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whole 'Earth ta enrich and adorn their Country. The 
faftibus Gr^/?, brought irom P^?)£i, to which /^i^if makes 
fJiat moving Apoftrophe in the firft Gtorgic^ 

— Tm te qHoqfic^ Medic a^ ftares 



is hardly known in the Canfogna.^' JRoma, Even the 
Cyti/ns, fo celebrated by P^irgily and all the Script&res tk R$ 
jhifiica in the 'Aftgttflan Age^ is not cultivated in any one 
ipot ofyirgWs Country, neither does any Farmer, or Gen- 
tleman> fo much as know what it is. Nor could a few Seeds 
of k be {>rocured any wheic in Italy, a few Years fince> but 
out of a Gardenat Mfks. Some of it is to be found grow- 
ing wild in the£trther Cfi^i^ towards the Coaft oftht Imofi 
Shore, where it is fed by Buffaloes ; but even there, they do 
not know the right Ufe of it, and confcquently never ciit it 
for the Cattle,. as VirgU zd^&^Timdemar Cftsji; and with-* 
out which it can be of no jgreat Service. But I am ffit; 
into a Subjed which woula carry me too far in this Place^ 
and therefore I fhdl quit it, and conclude di I have to 
iay relating to the GangiCfMd the ij£neidj with this Remarks 
that whetner ai^ of the Reaibns which weigh with me 
in preferring the former, are juft or noti yet upon the 
whole, I cannot be in the wrong, if F'irgil was a Judge of 
Poetry, even of his own Works. 

f^irgU, it is |^n, bad a very different Tafte of Poetry 
irom all his Coremiporaries ; but as he was exceedif^ modeU: 
in his Temper, be did not fet himfelf ^t the Head pf the 
learned World, any othcrwife than by his Works, which he 
left to fpeak for lum» 

Horaciy who undertook to fix the Standard of Merit 
amongfl the Poets in that illufh-ious Age, has fifted their 
Performsices, but he does not feekn to have been acquaint* 
ed withaQy thing of f^/r^'s befides the Bncpbcsi tp which 
Work ak^ne his Com{^ment of AAUe ofqm FacetHm can 
be juflly apply'd ; Or if he had feen the Gcorgtc, as it was 

" b ^ 
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a new kind of Poetry^ unknown as much to the Gr^ttimt 
as the Rimums^ in the manner Virgil had handled it> in afl 
probability he did not care to determine in what Clafi it 
ought to have been placed, and fo left it out of his Syftem 
of Rules de Arte Poetic a. 

But from whatever Caufe it proceeded, it is plain that 
Horace copying after Arifiotk, who form*d his Sentiments 
upon Hoimcry has been the Occafion of the great Charafier 
that has beoi given to that kind of Poetty, which they 
extolled above all the reft. 

The modem Critics, who found Ibmething very extra- 
ordinary m the Geergics, but had no Rules to examine them 
by, talx'd of this I^ece with vaft Encomiums, and feleft- 
ed Paflages enough to fupport their Panegyrics upon that 
Subjeft i but their Labours went no farther. 

Scdigtr can hardly be faid to have treated it any otherwife 
than as a Grammarian, tho' he is fo angry at the Appellation. 

Ra^ falls into the fame Fault on this Occadon, which 
he blames in others> and dwells too much upon the Sur- 
fice, without entring into the Sence of the Author. He 
teftows the higheft Compliments upon the Georgicsy in fo- 
veral Places> but takes no Pains to (hew any where, in what 
their real Excellence confifts. 

Mr. Drjden is pleas'd to call the Gecrgicj the bejl Poem 
ef the beft Poety but it would have been of great Service 
to Firgil and his Readers, if he had made it out. 

It was a glorious Dawn of that great Genius, 

QtJHS Hmosy JfJamenque mhi, Uudejque mmeiftHty 

whofe valuable Works are now in every body's Hands, that 
his /irji Eflay went farther into this Subjeft , than any 
had ever done, thro* fo many Ages before him« 
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His Secimdyin this Caufe^ deferves vety highly oF-^his 
Country* by thofe eloquent and learned Ledhires, in which 
he has handled this Matter amongft others^ with great Ac- 
curacyf Throughout that whole Work, and his other cri- 
tical Performances, he has taken a middle Way, betwixt the 
fupercilious Gravity of the Dutch Writers* and the tirefom 
Loquacity of the French. In relation to the latter* he has 
merited particular Commendation, by oppofin^ himfelf 
to that implicit Deference, which has been paid for fo long 
a Time, to their Writers of Criticifm. They had in a 
manner over-run this Country, like a Torrent* for half a 
Century, and, I believe, this Gentleman was the Firfl that 
made any Stand againft them. He has in many Inftances 
ihewn a great Superiority of Uiiderflanding, even to their 
befl Criticks; and their Determinations are no longer re- 
ceiv'd amongft us, as the infallible Didates oi Paamaffus. 
But it is Time to take leave of the Criticks, and Com- 
mentators upon VtrgtU and to come to the Tranilations of 
his Works, or ratner to that alone which is fuppos'd to 
furpafs all that have hitherto been made, or ever can b$ 
made* 

Thofe learned Writers, who have beftow'd great Encomi- 
ums on Mr. Z>rjr^»s Tranflation o f FtrgU in general, I 
perfuade my felf, had the Paftorals and the %/E9teid chief! v> 
if not folely, in their Thoughts ; for I cannot have any doubt 
that* upon a nearer Revifal of the Gecrgia than pdrhaps 
they have made, Perfons of their Judgment and Abilities 
will be ready to acknowledge that Mr. Drjdcn, in this parti- 
cular, is fb far from meriting Praife* that it would be impof^ 
fiUe to make any tolerable Defence for him. There was one 
Inconvenience that attended Mr. Jhjdeny in his Tranflation 
of the Gemrgk^j which he did not meet with in FirgUs 
other Works. As all the reft are principaDy Mattqrs of 
Fancy* and not tied down tolmy certain known Truth, if 
Mr. Z)rjp<fc» did not under ftand his Author, or if he willing- 
ly varied from him, he might produce fomething elfe^out 
pf his own Invention, which might be entertaining^ ip^r- 
hapsto moft People s|S entertaining as /^/rj^tCs true Sence i 

b i Bui; 
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But in thcGwriCi this Hdp faifehimy andas heisimting 
on a SubjeA which he did not in any manner underffam^ 
in his frequent Aberrations from the Author^ kttheCaiifeef 
his wandering be what it will in many Places> he contradidsy 
in morey he mifiakes the trueSence of the Original; and 
very frequently makes it no Sence at dl; But were alt 
this to be pafs'd over, or, atleaft, the utmofl Indulgence 
us'd) that can be allowed to one who goes about to tran^ 
late an Author^ whom> he knows> he does not underflandf 
yet there remains behind what is much more difficult for 
any one to excufe, which are the voluntary and flagrant 
Ofiences Mr. DiyJm has been guilty of againfl: the whole 
ChmGter of P^irgil. Mr. DijJen*s Tranflation makes a moft 
folid poli^f chafte, religious Writer, trifling, unmannerly, 
fiilfiune, and pro&ne : I ihall chufe out an Inflance or two 
jrom a jgreat many which might be produced on every 
one of thefe Heads, and fhall confine my iidf admofl: enrire^ 
to this 7?^W Book* 

In die Introdu£)ion> where ^ir^i/ makes an Apoftrophe to 
Bacchusj Mr. Dnden makes one to his Mufe ; and where 
yiml ferioufly defires Bacchtis to partake of the Labour of 
treeing the Grapes> which comprehends the whole Sub)ed, 
as to me Vine, Mr. Drydem faUs into a moft extravagant 
Rant, 

Cmm firip wkh me^ my God, come drench M e'er 
Thj Dmbs in MufiofWhey md driid^at every Pare^ 

than which Lines nothing was ever writ by Man more 
wide ftom the Author's Sence or Charafter; neither flioufd 
it pafi unohlbved in how fliocking a Manner th^ Expref-^ 
fion wjfSed, is put into the Mouth of a Heathen Poet, ad* 
dreffing himfelf to a Heathen Deity, which I don't be* 
li^e was ever done in any Place hut this. 

In Vh'gifs Amlication to Aiecemsf Mr. DrjdpH makes 
him caH upon his Patron to explore new TraQs vHthftjif^ 
S4Utr ^ aU the TMhik ks^ dok to t\i^ Shore. 

When 
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• Wfieft Fit^ fpdb c£ three Sorts of Soil Aat »e<it 
hatt the Vi&e^ Mf • Dnw^ incdres them ^ into one, t 



at all furpriz*^ with his own Defaitmon of a KcH, which 
is a rich Meadow doath'd with thick Grafs, and at the 
fame time, ^ Pbin exposed to the Son on the Side of a 
Hill, ami aB OYer^grown with Fern. 

- 'When Firpl fiys Pines are £or Shxps^ and Cedv and 
Cypfefi £br'Wainfcot, and other Sorts of Timber, that are 
foond in decayed Trees, for other Ufts, Mr. Drydm very 
unluckily brings in Heauen to a. ifaange Porpofe. 



Tit Htmjm their varum Pbmtsfir Vfi Jefigns^ 
Tit Jliufis OtUty mififr Shiffmg Pines ; 
Cjffrefs frovides fir Spokes and Wheels afWiins, 
,/M aUfor Keels ef Sh^y Aat fio$er the watrjt Plms. 

I am at a Lofs to find any kind of Meanmg in thefe 
Lines: 

Nor ptys^HOHs Aamite is here produc% 

Or ffrowr wekpowfh ^ ^ ^^hen l^mm^ refii^ik 

Or how to make Grammar of this Line : 
Biet fir the Ground itfiif this mdf w^. 
Is this Paflage wt)rthy of Mr. Drjdcn ? 

jind Planes htge j^ifkt bewr^ that bore but Leofvesy 
or Aisi* 



In thisfift Seafin^ let mtdase tofing 

The Worldwas]M(^^ by Uaoxdt imfaidKmgy 

fn Prime of all the Tear^ and HoUdsysrf Spring. 



] 
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Would the Language of this Couplet have been fit for 
one of the moft pwte Men o£ jiitgftflm*^ Courtj or is it 
any Traoflation of .fiffc Jbfct mwutm rojhis ? 

Smite PMriot Fook to f^nUr Prdfi ^^$ 
OffiAlkk^ Speeches) whkh warfi Fools ^ubmre. 

With the fimeSort of Language Mr. Dry den makes i^- 
gil fall foul upon Phyficians and Lawyers; which was ex- 
ceeding improper, becaufe, to the great Honour of thofe Pro- 
feflions, FtrgU bad apply'd himfeU to both of them; and his 
firfl flq> into the World was owing to his Skill in Phy- 
fick. Yet Mr. DrjJtth in f^irgits Perfon, calls the beft 
of the Faculty learned Leaches^ and the Gentlemen of the 
Law he fligmatizes with Brawling and Carrtiftim. 

But when Virgil was for nothing (b remarkable as his 
Modefty, how cou'd Mr. Drjden tranflate 

Tftm Pater Omnipotens ftctendis imbrilms at her 
Conjttgis in gremi$$m Utx defiendit ^ 

For then Almighty Jove dcfcends, and pours 
Into his buxom Bride his fruitful Showers ? 

And again, 
lUa TiBi Utis intexet ritibus Vbnas 

Is good for Olives and afpiring Vine$, 
Embracing Husband Elms with amorous Twines. 

In feveral Paffaees where Virgil defcribes Sacrifices to 
Bacchus^ Mr. DryMt turns all into a Debauch ; and in one 
Place this Line is the Superfaetation of his own Fancyt 

ji Madne/sfi devout the Vinejard fills. 

And 
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And with the &ne El^ance and eooA Manfiers as he 
treats Lawyers and Phy ficians) which has been before ob- 
ferv'di in uie third Book, he ftiles a Prieft facrifidng at the 
Atour, the Hoij Bmehcr. 

But after all the juft Otufes of Bkme that are here 
laid together) and of many more that might be charg'd on 
Mr. J^jdeH*s Verfion of the QeorgiCy there is ftiU another 
Fauk wnich is much greater^ as to what might be expeded 
from Mr. DrjMs Charader) than wyyet mention*d) which 
IS) the exceeding Badnefs of the Verufication. This is fo 
copious a Sul^m; I hardly know where to b^in. If I 
was to produce an Inftance of what we call Sold Virfi^ 
can the EngUJb Language produce any thing that is more (b 
than thefe two Lines \ 

Others no Root rttp6r€^ the Planter cms 
Totsfig Sl^Sy and m the SoH Jicmtly psts. 

What debafe Verfe more than afFeftionate Terms? Sweet 
Italjy Sweet Homesy Dear Land. This finks the Language 
to the loweft Degree of Meannefs ; ard another Inftance 
of the like nature, is, the fi-equent Ufe of the Particle 
0$tr, which FirgiKo carefully avoids; Owr Land> Oser 
Towns, Ostr Seas, 0$er Lakes, and the like ; but nothing 
is equal to Mr. Drjden^s Weei&as in his Defcription of 
Grafting and Inoculating, 

Jf^ m that Sface a narrow Slit We nsake^ 
Then other Buds from bearing Trees We takei 
Jnferted thns the wounded Hind We clofi, 

and fb on, tho* there is not one Nos or Noper in the 
Original. 

^ Virgil is excellent iii the Significance and Propriety of 
his Epithets; but what can one make of thcfc Epithets in 
the Tranflationt 



/ 

/ 



xxiv The TREFJCE. 

AMIj Hetf if Stmth 

The Jktff Jif^» 

The watrj Grotnulsy tud tavi 

and innumerable others of the fame kmd i 

I can*c imagine in what Specks of Metre to place tins 
tinc^ ■ , 

Andodffrtms Frmkgtcen/i on the Sabsan Botigh, 

In every one of Mr. Dryde»*s Gccrncs there are fcveca| 
as t>ad Lines, as rough, and un-muucal , as any in M(t 
Ogtliyy or any Writer whatever. No EUfion can be rude? 
to the Ear than (iich as this : 



'N0nrc fiemsf 



The rock J CUfffBT the wild u^bes Mgn^ 



But for two whole Lines together^ thefeexcd in their Kim}, 
if I miflake not, all that can poflibly he produc'd. Ti^y 
are in the Defcription of a fine Horie« in the Spinning 
of the thkrd Book : 

Damtkfi m emfty Noifiu hfy necl(d, 
SharfkmUd. bmelbeUf% broadlfUI(d. 

Whether Noifis is EngUJh I (hall not di/pute* but certainly 
^c^^and^4^4(isvi^i9ihappyKhiiBe; viA Skimf^hudsdy 
and 24rrr/-^^^'^ andall together, make fuchakind of Har« 
mony as die ^ doth not defire to meet with frequendy. 

It woukl not be trifling with Mr. Bnden^ to animadvert 
tipon his fumifhing tht Ranum with ShrotuU at their Fune- 
rals, with Drmm in their Armies, and makii^ thor Trum- 
pets vpig the Pedb of Death, but lamafiaid I ihouUtire 
the Rmer> as well as my felfi to go on any farther with 
thb difagrccable Subjcftt 

That 
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TkiB f imy m)t betfaoiight to kveiHeded eveiT 
l^flagetfaac msideto fahjjf purpofe, I hare fubjoin'dtne whole 
Tratiflatioii of Mr. Dfydpn*s fecond Qpnrgic^ and the JL^r^ 
Tcxi» in every PdgC) that the Kjcadcr msy judge, with the 
kaft Troid^le poffiUe» of the entire Performance* 

The Reafbns why I chufethis Book^ ratherdian any others 
to ^¥6 a Spedmenor Mr. Drjdeffs Tranflatkm of the whole» 
aretheie: 

f • - ■ • c . 

Firfi, Thb is the Book which Mr. DtydiH m^ht have 
underfiood wii:h the kaft Trouble ; the Subjed not being 
SWd widi (o many Partknlars relatii^ to Husbandry* as the 
xOfiner* 

In the next Place, it is, as has been very juftly obferv'd, the 
mod Poetical of aU' the Four, and therefore ought to have 
(hone moft in Mr. Drjden*s Hands. As to his Tranflation of 
the third Book, I Ihou'd have been very (brry to have pro- 
duced it upon any Account, becaufe it is not fit to be feen 
by any Perfon of SciKe, or Modefty. 

Th^fowth Book is writ upon one particular Subjeft, and 
confequently, would not have been fo agreeable to the gene- 
rality of Readers. 

I hope> the Expredion I have made ufe of, in relation to 
Mr. DijJe» s th^d Georg'tc, will not be thought too hard. It 
is by no means full enou|h to exprefe my Sence on that Sub- 
'ft6k. I own, I think that Tranflation the moft profligate 
Piece, (thofe vile Writings only excepted which relate to 
one pfiU'ticular Book,^ that ever was ofier'd to the Public. He 
that wiitesaichcelefi, fulfmn thing, from his ownFund^diA 
ffues no Body be&ks bimfelf > Ixit hethat fathers ihame^ 
kh pIBKibrroancesu upon Men dT the moft amiable Charac-> 
tCK^f is doubly to oe blam'd. Herein lies the difference 
beewiitthe Auihoryand tbeTranflators of the third Gwrgte. 
The AUthorbangdefired, by the firftMinifter to theLord 
of thtf whole Eamii to write a Bcdk upon Husbttxfay in 

^ " c genaralf 
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generali could not avoid bringing the Nature and the Ma-i 
nagement of Catde into his Difcourie; and confequently, 
having Occafion to take notice of that Baffion which 
is the moft violent amongft Them^ he took care hcnxrever 
to treat this Subjed with fuch Ddicacy, that he may be 
faid to have fav'dtheBIufties of Brutes. The Tranflatort 
in his Perfbrmancet de&nes the fineQ Part of the ratioiui 
Creation, to fpirit his Defcriptions of the Luft of Beaik. 

Tho' I do not care to meddle at all with the Piece^n 
Queftion^ yet I believe, it may be neceflary te produce one 
Inftance in Support of this Charge > and to fet this 
Matter in a clearer Light than perhaps it might be with^ 
out it. The Pailage I fhall chufe is about the B^inning 
of the third Book. 

fpfi Offfem macie tenttofte anmnu vokntes; 
Attjfu ubi concuhkus trimos J4fn noca volupt2|S 
SoUi(;ita(: Frmdefcpu negant ^ fontihus arccfa^ 
&^ etiam cnrfu (ptatitM ^ fik fatiganti 
C$imgraviterttin[isgemU4oreafr$4gibuSi & cnm 
Sttrgentem ad Zefhjr$tm paUa jaSantfir inaneu 

Here Plrgil makes a very curious Defcription of Na» 
ture. He defcribes the Force of her InfMnd in the 
flrongeft Terms imaginable, and indiredly gives Rules to 
the Husbandman. The plain Sence of the Paflage is this i 
^^ When they arefeiz^d with the vehement Paffion that eve? 
one knows they are fubjed to, they will take the 
rft Opportunity to gratify their Defire, which if they 
^^ (hould do amongft the common Herd, the Breed woi^ 
^« be fpoil'd. Therefore the Husbandman muft obferve 
^^ when this Paffion is firft coming upon them; and this is 
^* learnt by taking Notice when they o^into leave oflFtheir 
^^ common Food, and are continually drinking, and keeping 
'^ alone by themfelves. Then they are to be taken home, 
^^ and exercifed with the hardeft Labor; and here the Poet 
^^ mentions the Labor of treading out tI^Com,ufua] in the 

■ ^' Smhirf$ 
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i^ Sciitherp Countries ; and> at the fame tioie^ Ihews what 
^« they ihould t^ kept with, to wit» Straw and Cha£ and 
^ likewife defcribes the Vi^r of the Mare in a very extra- 
^ pnlinaiy manner; making the Earth groan under tne Vio» 
^ knee of her Motion) and th^ Straw driven againft the 
*' Wind widi her Heds ; and this, while ihe is kept ib low^ 
Mr.D^^^s Tranflation of this Pallage is ^ foUows; 

^fir the Femaksy TtHth pubf/hicHs Care^ 

*^ Take dciwn their Aiefflcj ks^ '^'^^^^J^^i 
When ccmfcious of their ips& Delight) and keen 
To take the Leap> ai^ prove the Sport ageuy 
ff^h fiantj Meafme the^^ fifplj their Foody 
And, whenathhft, refiram *emftom the Uoodi 
Their Bodies harrafsy Jmk^em when thej rnn^ 
jindfrj their mebiftg MarrfW in the Sutf; 
Starve *em when Barm beneath their Burden groan^ 
And ^fHnwfw'd Chaffs by Weftem Winds is bbum. 

Mr* pry ffen very unleamedly applies notavob^as to the 
Mare> not conddering that f^irgil (peaks here in the Per« 
fon of a Groom, or Farmer , very well acquainted with 
(he Paffion thole Creatures are moft fubjed to ; and there- 
fore nota volstpas relates to the Farmer's Knowledge* b^^ond 
all Manner or doubt ; and 'tis worth Obfervation, through 
all the Georgicy that tho' the Piece is what the Grammarians 
call Diddlicy yet the Stile is generally Efic, 

As for the whole Paflage, whether it is more unnatural 
$nd abfurd) or ridiculous and fulibm, I am not able to der 
termine. Firgits real Sence is this : 

As fir the Herdy thejflrive to keep them bare^ 
A'tdfmchy and draw thm da^i^ with fiantj Fare i 
Attd» when the TveU kgvwn Paffion rf their Race 
^llicits ifi^lj thefirfi Embrace, 
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Thn tbey fii4fid them watirmg 
GroffingtheBtawK^j and h4H9Uing bnelf Phods ; 
Oft in thifiwclung Sm they Wf^c their Farce, 
jM wg0 them fmitfg in the frriom Comrfi : 
Them grmtm the Fhefy tofettndid Shcmntrf^fid^ 
And empty Strmm arej^mnfd ngm^ the WtmU - 

As for this newEflay on the Gemr^y aH that bmeant by 
it^ is this; Mr. Dijdafi grdrt Name is cdtaniy \hc Lyon 
in the way » vrfaidi hai deterr'd thpfe i^ coiiUi hive 
done greater Juflke to tlus int^uaUe Perfbrmoncer from 
meddling at ^ with it* The Defign here is to fliew the 
Injuftice of complimenting Mr. Drjden, cicn at the Ex- 
pence ofrirgil himfelf ; and to let every Body fe, that what- 
ever Abilities Mr. Drjdtn might have, in other re*J9«As, he 
was by no Means a proper Petfbn to engage in this IJn- 
dertalnng* Were this as gener^ a|low'4 as it is certainly 
true, it could not belong beforefome able Hand or other, 
out of Concern for the Reputation of this polite Age, 
would wipe off the Dirt, which the worft Tranflatioti that 
ever was made, all things conHder'd* has caft upon the 
hfi Poem of the hejl Poet that ever writ. 
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VIRGIL'S 

HUSBANDRY. 



Book II. 



■^HUSftr of Plains mannt'd, and Hcav'niy Signs ; 
, Now, Mighty Baeehus, will I ling thy Fines ; 
Bat with thy yinfs each Shrub of Sylvatt Racej 
.And Olivts rillDg with a flow lacieafe. 

V'lRGILII G&oAGiGOM. Zi^;r Secundus. 

Hactekus armrunt cuUut i^ fidera cali : 
Nurne te, Bacche, eanam^ MeemmJ^heJIria tttKMf 
VirgHlta^ ^ proltm tardi trefeeHtts OUvx, 

Ak.DRrDEN'& VersioiI. 

'■ Thus hx of TOlt^ and of Hcav'niy S^nt ; 

: Now fing, my Mufe, the Growtb of gen'ioiu Vinci 3 

The tb^j Grora , the Woodland Progeny, > 

And Utc flow Piodud of iisMrvif's Inc. 



s 



£Uther, 



i VIRGIL'S Husbandrt: 

Hither, Great Parent, Here thy Gifts aboand. 
Here Autumn (lands, to Tiiee, with Clufters crown'd ; 
To Thee, with Porple Juice the Veflcls foam, 
Hither, Great Parent of the Vintage, come : 
Strip oiF thy Buskins, and their Pomp de^iie ; 
Stain in new Muft with me thy naked Thighs. 

Firfi, in creating Trees, her various Ways 
Luxuriant Nature cnrfonfly difplays. 
Some^ of themfelves, not waiting Human Toil, 
Sprout boldly forth, and arrogate the Soil : 
Wherever winding Streams thro* Meadows glide, 
Thefe crowd the banks, and (hoot their Branches wide : 
Thus OfitTy Broom^ and Poflar^ Marihes crown, 
And fyitty whit*ning in its Axure Down. 

Ai«r, PMfr Lenaee : tuts hk omnia f Una 
MuueribuSj tibi pampineo gravidus autumno 
Floret ^efj fpumatptenis viudemia labris. 
Huc^ Pater Lense, veni: nudataque mujto 
TifMf movo mecum dtreptis crura cothuruis. 

Principioy arhoribus varsa eft natura ereandism 
Namque alia^ nullis hom'tnum cogentibusy ipfe 
SpOMe fud veniuntj campofque ^ flumina fati 
Vur^a tenenty ut molle oiler j lentaqut Gtnift^^ 
> Populus ^glaued caneutia fronde SaliSa^ 



Great Father Baecbus ! to my Sons repair i 'g 

For duft'riog Grapes are thy pecmiar Care : 

For thee large Bunches load the bending Vint, 

And the laft fileffings of the Year are thine. 

To thee his Joys the jolly Autumn owes, 

When the fermenting Juice the Vat o'erflows. [to 

Come ftrh with me, my God, come drench M^ 

7ty limis in Muft ef Wine, md drink at ev'ty Fore, 

Some Trees their Birth to bounteous Nature owe: 
JOrfomewtheutthefmmof'BUmtmggrcm, 

With Ofiers thus the Banks of Brooks abound, tf 

Sprung from the wat'rv Gems of the Ground ; 
From the fame PrinctpiGS grey Wilbws comer 
Hmulean Poplar, and the tcaoer Broom. 



Bat 



} 



} 



F/i2G/Zr's Husbandry: 

But fome from Se^Js^ lodg'd in the pregnant Womb 
Of genial Earth, with greater Vigour come : 
Hence Chefnuts : Hence the Betcb high o'er the Grove 
Majeftick ftands, and l}>read$ his Arms xojov€ : 
And Hence the Oai^ whofe Rites the Graciam love. 

Others from populous Trunks ihm OiHpring flioot, 
A xrowded Copfe f|H-ings up from cv*ry Root* 
The Cherry Thus^ and I'hm himfclf difplays 
The Elm : and 2^6*;, Parn^Hs^ Thy own Bayt 
In tender Infancy conceals its He^^ 
And feeks Protedioa from the Mother*Shade^ 

Thefe different ways are Nature's fixt Decrees ; 
The Groves by them^ and Sbruhsy znd facred Trees 
Difiufe their Shade, and yield their vafi Increafe. 

Pars amemp^o furgmmt defemine : mt ak^ 
Caflanea^ ftemerMmf Me Joy'i qua maxima fr(mdc$ 
jEfculus^ atque bahtai uraiis arofula quercus. 
Pullulat 4k raJice aim eknfijjima fyha : 
Us cerafis^ ulmfyuf; Hiam Parnaflia laurus 
Parva fub ingenti matris fe fuhjicit umbra. 
Hos nasura modosprimum dedit : bis genus omne 
Sylvarumfruticumque wet^ uemersunque faffrwtmu 



But fbme from Seeds incbs'd ia Earth ariie : ^ 

For thus the maftful Chefout matis the Skks. ^^ 

Hence rife the branching Beech and vocal Ok^^ 
Where yirve of Old Qracubufly fpokc. 
Some from the Root a rifing Wood dilUoie ; 
Thus Elms, and thus the falvage Chcnry grows. 
Thus the green Bays, that binds the Poet's Brows^' ^ 

Shoots and is ihelter'd by the Mother's Boughs. 
u JM§ vays ef Plantingf Nantn did erdahh 
For Trees and Shrubs, and aU the 9f Ivan ReignJ 

B z £ut 



re 



'4 VIRGIL'S Husbandry: 

Bat curious Search has other Methods taught. 
By long Experience to Perfedion brought : 
Somc^ torn-off* Slips commit to furrow'd Ground ; 
And Some, large Boughs with rifing Mold furround : 
Thus, firmly fixty the Setter ftrikes his Root, 
Whether you fpUt or frarpem out the Foot : 

But other Trees expcS their Race fliould rffe ^ 

In green Arcades beneath the Parents Eyes, > 

Whilft their own Soil the quickening Juice fupplics. J 

Others no koot require : the fmalleft Branch 
The Planter boldly ventures in the Trench. 

Sunt altl^ quos ipfe via fiii repperit ufnu 
Hie plantas tenero abfciuiens ae corpore matrum 
Depofuit fulcis : hie ftirpes obruit arvo^ 
Quddrifidrfque fudes : £sr aeuto robore vallos ; 
Syharumque alia prejffhs propagijtis areus 
£xPe3antj (sf '^i'va fudplantaria terra. 
Nii radicis egent alite : fummumque pmtator 
flaud dubitat terra referent mandare eaeumen. 



Othtf i tliere are* by late Experience found : 

Some cut the Shoots, and plant the furrow'd Ground : 30 

Some cover rooted Stalks in deeper Mold : 

Some cloven Stakes, and (" wondrous to behold,) 

Their Iharpen'd ends in Earth their footing ^ace. 

And the dry Fdes frodnta a Ikving U0u. 

Some bowe their Vines, which buried in the Plain » 

Their Tops in diftant Arches rife again. 
o Q^s no Root require, the Laborer cuts 
^^ tmg Slips » 0^d m the Soil feeurefy puss. 



$f 



Even 



F/i2G/L's Husbandry: ^ 

Even from cl^ft Stocks,^ a mod furprifing thing ! 
Through hard dry WooS the Roots of Olives ipiing. 
And often with Impunity we fee, 
That one Tree's Boughs amtber^s Boughs fliall be : 
Thus, on the Pear-Tree^s Stem, the Apfh comes. 
And (lony Cornells blulh with blooming Plums. 
Then learn, ye Swains, attentive to my Song, 
What various Culture does to Plants belong : 
Learn hence to tame the ForefP$ favage Growth ; 
And let no Land refign itfelf to Sloth. 
How fair is Ifmarus! with Vineyards bleft, 
And great laburnus ! all in Olives dreft. 



QuiniJ eaudicibus feSiSy mirahile diSn ! 
Truditur eficco radix oleaglna ll^no. 
Et fape alterius ramos Impune vldemus 
Vertere in alterius^ mutatamque infita mala 
Ferr^ pyrum^ (^ prunls lapldofa r^befcere cornai 
Quare aglte 6 proprios generatlm dlfclte cuhus^ 
jigrmla^ fruaufque feros molllte colendo. 
&u fegnes jaceant terra : juvat Ifmara Baccho 
Conferere^ atque oka magnum vejiire Taburnumi 



Bv'n Stumps of Olives, bai^J efLeaves, middeaJI^ 

Jievivi, and (ft redeem their waher*d Head i ^q 

'Tis ufual now, aa Inmate Graff to fee 

With Infblence invade a Foreign Tree : 
<c Thus Pears and Quinces from the Crabtree come : 
<c A|)d thus the ruddy Cornel bears the Plum* 

Then let the Learned Gard'ner mark with Care ^f 

The Kinds of Stocks, and what thofe Kinds will bear : 

Explore the Nature of each fcv'ral Tree j 

And known, improve with artful Induftry : 

And let no Spot of idle Earth be found. 

But cultivate the Genius of the Ground. fO 

cc For open Ifmarus will Bauhm pleafe i 
cc f^^imm loves tl^e Sbad^ of Olive Trees. 

Ana 



^ VIRGlVs HusBANDur: 

And now affift me with thr friendly Care, 
}oft entred on the Work, my Labours (hare, 
O ! thou my Glory ! thou my real Fame ! 
For *tis to thee I chiefly owe my Name : 
Do thou, Miceenas^ fpread the flying Sail, 
And to this Voyage give a prolp'rous Gale ; 
Not that my Lines could all the Theme embrace 
Had I a hundred Mouths, and Tongues, and Vo4ce of Brafs ; 
AlEft me then : Firft, coaft along the Shore, 
In Sight of Land, and ev*ry Shelve explore——* 
But here my Verfes fliall not thee detain. 
With long Preambles of Poetick Strain* 

I'uque adefj k^epsmrnjue una decurre lahrew^ 
O decus^ fama mtritopars maxinukutfir^^ 
Maecenas, p^lagoque votans da vela pa^mti. 
Hon ego euu&a men amfleSi verfitus epto : 
JVTojir, nuhiji lingU4e centum fint^ oraque eentum^ 
Ferrea voXj adts^ (^ frimd le^e littoris oramy 
In manibus terra ^-"-^ nan bte u carmine fiSa^ 
jitque per ambages ^ longa exorfatenebo. 



The Virtues rf the fev^rdl Soils Ijmgl 
. MAcenas, now thy needful Succour bring ! 

O thou ! the better part of my Renowu* 

lnQ>ire thy Poet, and thy Poem crown ; 

Embarque with me, while I new Ji^ach explore^ 

With flying Sails and Breezes from the StKirc : 

Not that my Song, in fiich a fcanty Space, 

So large a Subjed ifully can embrace : 64 

cc Not tho' I were fupply'd with Iron Lungs» 
ex A hundred Mouths, fill'd with as many Tongues : 

But fleer my Veflel with a fleady Haxid, 

And foeft akmg the Shore in fight of Land. 

Nor will I tire thy Patience with a Train 6f 

Of Preface, or what antient Poets feign. 



« 



The 



VIRGIL'S Husbandry: f 

The Trees, tluic of thtnrfehes attempt the Ski^, y 
Barren indeed^ but gay and vigorous rife, S* 

For deep within the Soil their Natare lies : 3 

Yet thefe ingn^^ or el{e a Trench prepare 
Of well-tamM Mould, and cultivate them tbert ; 
The favage Mind they'll quit : and loon incline 
To civil Arts, and anfwer each Defign : 
So will %h^Stuher*% fruitlefs Breed, that (hoots 
Around the lappy Trunk from fwelling Roots, 
Should you tranfplimt them to fome open Place^^ 
And yield to ev*ry Stem an eafy Space : 
Now mi^y Boughs, and all the Mother-ihadci 
With fcorching Drops the fickly Fruit invade. 



SpoHte fitd qua fe tolluut in luminis 4$tras^ 
lufaecundaqmidem^ fed Uta ^ fortia furgum* 
QuippefQlo, nature fiibeft. Tamem bee quMUi fi qm$ 
Infer at y ant fcrobil^ns mandet vnmuaafnhaais ; 
Exnerintfylvefireniammum: enlts^me freqmeMii^ 
In quafcnnqme^ voces artesy hand, tarda fejnenUtr^ 
Necmn ^ fiarilif qiie fiirpibni exit ah imis^ 
Hoc faciei : vacuos Jijit digejia per ogrBS : 
Nunc alt^efrondes (sf rami matris opacantj 
Crefcentiqne adimnnt fetus y uruntque ferettttm* 



^* The Trees, which of themfdves adfanoe in Air. 
Are barren KifrBs, but ftroogly built and fair : 
Becaufe the Vigour of tbe Native Earth 

Maintains the PJant, and makes a manly Birth« 7* 

Yet thefe, receiving Grafis of other Kind, 
Or thence tranfplanted, change their ialvage Mind s 
TlKir Wildnefs Ibfe, and quitting Nature's Part, 
Obey the Rules and Diicipline of Art. 

The fame do Trees, that, fprimg from barren Roots Jf 

In open Fields, tranfplanted bear their Fruits, 
For where they grow, the Native Bner^ 
Turns all into the Snbftance ef the Tree* 
Starves and deftroys the Fruit, is only made 
J^ brawny Bfdk, and for a Sdrren Shade, 8» 

Trees, 
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t VIRGIL'S HusAandrv: 

Trees, that arc forc'd themlelves frfm Seed to rear, 
In their dull Progrefs (low and tedious are. 
And for your Childrens Children Shade prepare. 
Degenerate Apples tbms forget their Tafte, 
And clufier'd Seedlings are the Birds Repafi : 
Yet tbefe require an everlaAing Toil, 
Incef&nt Trenching, endlefs Cod of Soil ; 

But Olives bed from Stocks, from Layers grows 
The faired f^ine^ and Myrtle from huge Boughs : 
From Scions, Hazle^ and the Ap are born. 
And thou that dod Herculean Shrines adorn ! 
Hence Jove^s Cbaonian Oaks their Branches Ipread, 
Hence the huge Palm exalts its towVing Head : 
And Hence tht Pine is born : what Woes to bear 
From Rocks, and Storms, and all the WatVy War ! 

yansj qua feminibns jaSis fe fujiulit atbos^ 
^arda venit^ ferisfaSura nepotihus umbram i 
Pomaque degenerant fuccos oblita priores : 
Es turpes avibus pradam fert uva racemos. 
Scilicet omnibus eft labor impendendus, (5f omnet 
C agenda infulcum^ ac muftd mercede domanda i 
Sed truncis Olea melius^ propagine Vites 
Refpondenty folido Paphix de robore Myrtus. 
Plantis edura Coryli nafcuntur, (sf ingens 
Fraxinusy Herculesf jve arbos umbrofa corona^ 
Chzoniique patris glandes : etiam ardua Palma 
Nafciturj ^ cafus Abies vifura marinos* 

T|ie Plant that (hoots fix)m Seed, a fullea Tree 
JAC leifure grows, for late Poderity } 
The gen'rous Flavour lod, the Fruits decay. 
And Slvage Grapes are made the Birds ignoble F^ey* 
Much Labour is required, in Trees to tame 6/ 

Their wild Difbrder, and in Ranks reclaim. 
Well mud the Ground be dfgg'd, and better drefs'dr 
Kew Soil to make, and meliorate the red. 
Old Stakes of Olive Trees in Plants revive j ^ ' 

By the fame Methods Fafhian Myrtles live : C 99 

^^ "But noUir Vmes by Propagation thrive^ j 

From Roots hard Hazles, and from Cyons rift 
Tall A(h, and taller Oak that fnates the Skies : 
Palm, Poplar, Firr, defietuting from the Steep 
Of Hills, to try the Dangers of the Deep. ^f 

Eut 
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But Ftlberdr graft on th* horrid Crah-tree^s Brows ; 
On barren Planes the faireft Apple glows ; 
Thus Chefnut Plumes on Beech furprife the Sight. 
And Hornbeam blows with Pear-tree Flowers all white : 
And often Swine, whilft routing in the Wood, 
Beneath the £/«/, have crunch'd their Acorn Food. 

To Graft and to En-eye are different Cares : 
For where the Burdgeon thro' the Rind appears, ' 

Full on the Knot a flender Pafiage made, ^i 

There let the Bud from fome known Tree convey'd, C 
Within the humid Folds be fafely laid. J 

Or force with cleaving Steel an opening way 
On a fmooth Trunk ; and there your Plants difplay : 
Indant, on high the happy Branches ri(e, 
And a vaft Tree (lands tow'ring in the Skies : 
The Parent-Stem, furpris'd with Boughs unknown, 
Gazes new Leaves^ and i\pples not her own. 

IfiferitMr ver§ ex fattu nuds arintMS horridat 

Et fleriles platani mabs gejfere vakntis :' , 

Cafitmes jdgnSi ornmjque incanmt albo 

Fiart fyri : glandemqne fius fregere fmb nlmis. 

Nee modus mferere atqne ocnlos imponere^mfJeM, 

Nam qn^fe medio trndunt de cortice gemma, 

Et tenues rwnpmt tunicas, angujfus in tpfi 

Fit nodo Jhnu : hue aliena ex arbor e germen 

Includunty udoqne docent inolefcere Ubro, 

jita rurfwn enodes trunci refecantur, ^ alte 

Finditxr in foiidum cuneisida i deinde feraces 

Flanta immittuntur. Nee to^um tempu, <^ ingent 

Exiit ad coelum ramis felicihus arbos, 

Miraturqme nwas frondes, & nm fuapoma^ 

The thin-Ieav*d jfrbute Hazle-graffs receives. 

And Planes huge Apples bear, that bore but Leaves, 

Thus Mafiful Beech the brifUy Chefnut bears. 

And the wild ^fh is white with blooming Pears» 

And greedy Swine from grafted Elms are fed ^9%, 

Jftth falling Acorns that on Oaks are bred. 
But various are the ways to chanfe the State 

Of Plants, to Bud, to Graff, t'Inoculate. 
<* For where the tender Kindslof Trees difclofe 

Their (hooting Gems, a fwellingKnot there grows) a*/ 

Juft in that Space a narrow Slit xh make. 

Then other Buds from bearing Trees tee take : 

Inferted thus, the wounded Rind we clofe, 
% V In whofe moifi l^omb th* admitted Infant grows. 

<t Sut when the fmoother Bole from Knots is free» Ii* 

<.^1Ve make a deep Incifion in the Tree , 

And in the folid Wood the Sli^ inclofe : 

The bat'ning 'Baftard (hoots again and grows i 

And in (hort Space the laden Boughs ariie> 

With happy Fruit advancing to the Skies. lif 

The Mother Plant admires the Leaves unknown 

Of alieo Txtsh 9pi Apples noc hex own. 

C ^^X^tx 
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Farther, nor Jfe/w/, nor fPlUdtus i6 otic Kirid, 
Nor Lotesj nor Ida's Cyprefs \% cdnfinM : 
Nor always Olives bhe Refembliarice (Bo^, 
Some rounds fome lokg^ fbme fldef ivA Jfreading gro*ir : 
Nor are the hum*i:ous Apples thit adorn 
Thy Groves, Alcihbus^ wuh likfe Features born : 
The feme Variety the Orchard bears 
In IVardenj BeYgambt;^ and founder Pears : 

Not fuch a Gra^e the hbnie-bred Vineyard gftnts, 
As Lesbians pull from Methymnoean Pljlnts : 
White are the Thafian Vines, th* Egyptian white ; 
Thefe able in deep Grounds, and thole in light : 
The Phajian Muft frohi Raifins dryM is beft, ^ 

The Gri/lm Grape, tho' gentle to the Tafte, V 

Will tempt your baffled Legs, and tye yourTongae^tlaft. 3 

Praterea genus baud unum^ nee forttbus ulmis^ 
Nee falicfj lotoquey nee f dfeis eypaYiffis : 
Nee pingues unam in fac'tem najcuntur oliv<e^ 
Ore hades ^ radii ^ isf award paftjia haeed : 
Pomaque^ ^ hXzxnox fylva : nee [kr cuius idem 
Crujiumiisj Syriifque^jr/V, gravibufque Volemis* 
Non eadem arboribus pendet vindentia noftris^ 
Quant Methymnso carpit de palmite Lesbos. 
Sunt Thafiae vites^ funt £5? Mareotides alba : 
Pinguibus ha ferris habileSj ievioribus ilia, 
Et pajfo Pfythia utilior^ tenu/Jque lageos 
Tent atur a pedes olim^ vinduraque linguam ; 

of vegetable Woods are various Kinds y 

And the fame Species are offev*rtd i4inds i 

Lores, Willows, Elms have difF'rcnt Forms allowed, lao 

So Fun'ral Cyprefs rifing like a Shroud, 

Fat Olive- Trees of fundry Sorts appear, 

Gf /undry Shapes their uq61uous Berries tear, 

Radii long Olives, Orchites round produce. 

And bitter Vaufta^ pounded for the Juide, i2j' 

AkinoHs Orchard various Apples bears . 

Unlike are Rergamotes and Pounder Pears. 

Nor our Italian Vines produce the Shape, 

Or Tafte, or Flavour of the Leibim Grape. 
*< The Thafian Vines in richer Soils abound, 130 

1 1 ^e Mareotique grow in barren Ground, 

The PJythian Grape we dry : 'Lagkan JuicJe 

Will ftamm'ring Tongues, and ftagg'ring Feet produce. 

Ye 
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Ye PtirpU, Rath-ripe, noA Rbepbean Vines, "i 

How (hall I tell or you in equal Lines ? S 

Yet think not hence to match Fahrman Wines. J 

Lo ! Atmmntati Clufters, potent Juice ! 

TmoUan nor fam'd Pheniean fui;h f roduce. 

Her Prize, uniivard, the Icfi ,1i!^i! henrs, 

Her's is the Purple Flood, and Her's ihe Length of Years, 

Nor fliall Te want the Tribute of the Mule, 

Whom no proud Board, not Gods themrtlves refule, 

The Rhodian Thou, and Thou the m-.gbcy Grape, 

A fwelling, trailing Udder ii thy Shape ! 

But of their Kinds and Names liicre is no Tale, 

Nor would their Number ought my Song avail ; 

Who this would know, the fame would count the Sands, 

Tempefiuous Zephyrs tofs on Libyan Strands ; 

Or when with fiercer Rage hoarfe Eurui roars, 

The founding Waves that lalh Ionian Shores. 



fmrfmH, friiitjnl : & qm If tiirrnmt Sum 
Rhieciia t atiuIUi iim (sBioMif Falemii. 

Tmoliu & ofmrgit ^mhis, <> tcx ipfi Ptimnu, 

uIm tjKlmH finfTi, mil Mtiitm dmtri per unnii, 
J^M rg» U, imfi, 6- Dii, ««pM /««*!, 
TrjBfitrim, Rboda, ir imi^i. 'B<tmajli, r4ianii, 
Sid mtgae ^uam mulct fp/ilii, nti mnu/od qiujist, 
Bi nantrm : KiqMf cum Minfro lamfmdtrt Trfnl. 

XtJJi, jui lonii vnift jd Uinta fuSia, 



Ita;b« rijw »n fome, and romF of liter Kindi 
Of auUen rame, and Ibinc of Purple KiJid. 
How Anil 1 pralfe the Rtthtm Crape Jivine, 
Which yet contends nor with FjtrmjnWine ! 
Tfa' jtminem many i Cmfiiljl^if Turvives, 
And longer than the Ljiiam Vinrage liveti 
Or high PhMtni King of CUaa GtOWth ; 
But for U'fi ^luniitifi, and I^JIi«! hii. 
Tht left A'gitii bean the Priie away. 
The BM£m, facred to the folsmn Djy, 
In lecond Scirictiij puur'd to Jove ; 
And bed accepted by the Godj above. 
iior amft Bumaltus hit old Hsmmrt li^fe, 
/■ ZiOtlh md Lariitafi lint the Dags Sf Cavt. 
I pafs the rell, whofs ei'ry Race and N.ime, ' 
And Kinds, are left materiifco my Theme. 
Which wbo would learn, ai fbon may tell the Sin 
I>ri¥'n by the Weflern Wind on l.yhian Unii : 
■ • Or mimber, when the blullrlng Earst roirs, 

c The fil'lowi beating on Anus Sbo.'ti. 



12 VIRGIL'S Husbandry. 

Not cvVy Tree will cvVy Soil adorn, 
IVilhws in Brooks, in Fenns zrt Alders born. 
On ftony Cliffs the AJh his towVing Height 
Erefls, and Myrtles in cool Shores delight. 
Bacchus to Sunny Hills is mod inclined, 
The hardy Tew to Cold and Northern Wind. 
Survey the Earth thro* all her diftant Coafts, 
The AraFs Eaftern Site, the painted Scythian*s Frofts, 
Where-e'er the Globe fubdu*d by Hinds we fee. 
Each Land's beftow'd on fome deferving Tree. 
India alone bears Jet in fcorching Fields, 
Alone Sabaa facred Incenfe yields. 

Shajl I of Egypt tell, where Balm is feen "J 

Sweating thro' fragrant Wood ? where ever-green > 

Acanthus rifes with his Gummy Stem ? j 

Or of thofe Groves that whiten into Wool, 
And how the Fleece from Boughs the Seres cull ? 

Nee vero terra f err e omnes omnia foffunt, 
Fluminibus SaliceSy crajfifque paludihus Alpi 
Nafcunturj fteriles faxqfis montihus Orni^ 
Littora Myrtetis latijfima : denique apertos 
Idzcchm amat colles^ aquilonem .isf frtgoraHaxij 
Afpfce isf extremis domitum cultoribus orbem^ 
Eoafque domos Arabum, pidofaue Gelonos. 
Divife arboribuipatria. Sola India nigrum 
Fert Ebenumy foiis eft I'hurea virga Sabseis* 
Quid tibi odorato rejeram fudaktia ligno 
Balfamaque^ ^ baccas femper frondentis Acanthi I 
Quid nemora -ffithiopum molli canentia Una ? 
yelleraque utfoliis defedant tenuia Seres ? 

Not cv'ry Plant on cv'ry Soil will grow i 

Ike Sallow loves the wafts Ground ^ and low, iff 

The Marfhcs, Alders j Nature fccms f ordain 

The rocky Cliff for the wild A(he's Keign ; 

The baleful Yew to Northern Blafts afligns ; 

To Shores the Myrtles, and to Mounts the Vines. 

Regard th'extremcft cultivated Coaft, i6q 

From hot Arabia to the S(ythian Froft : 
cc All forts of Trees their fcv'ral Countries know s ^ 

<t Black Ebon only will in India grow ; >■ 

And od'rous Frankincenfe on the Sabaean Bough, J 

Balm ilowly trickles thro' the bleeding Veins 1 6f 

Of happy Shrubs, in Idumaan Plains. 

The green Egypian Thorn, for Med'cine good j 

With Ethiops hoary Trees and woolly Wood, 

Let others tell j and how the Sefes fpin 

Their flccc/ Forefts in a flcnder Twine, \\^ Or 



VIRGIL'S Husbandry. kj 

Or el(e of Forefts, where the Sea furrounds 
Indians laQ Shore, and Earth has fixM her Mounds : 
Whofe tow'ring Woods furmount the Arrow's Flight, 
Urg'd by the skilful Archer's utmoft Might. 
To Medians Clime thofe happy Fruits belong^ 
Bitter of Tafte, and clammy to the Tongue, 
Whole friendly Juice fupplies immediate Aid, 
When cruel Step-dames harmlefs Lives invade ; 
This from the Veins the fatal Draught expels, 
Mix'd up with baneful Herbs and noxious Spells : 
Vaft is the Trunk, and like a Lawrel grows : 
And did it not a different Scent difclofe, 
A Lawrel were: No Storm can rend its Leaves, 
Or wafte the FlowV, fo clofe and firm it cleaves. 
With this the Mede correSs ofFenfive Breath, 
And faves the panting, gafping Soul from Death* 

yfut quos Oceano propior gerlt India lucoi^ 
Extremi Jinus or bis \ ubt air a vincere fumwutn 
j^rboris baud ulU jaSu potuere fagstta : 
Et gens ilia quidem fumptis non tarda pharetris^ 
Media y>r/ trifles fuccos tardumque faporem 
Felicis mali : quo non prafcntius ullum 
iPocula Ji quando fava infecere noverc^e, 
Mifcueruntque herbas^ ^ non innoxia verba) 
jiuxilium venity ac membris agit atra veuena* 
Ipfa ittgens arbos^ faciemque Jwiillima Lauro : 
Et^ Ji non alium lati jaaaret odorem^ 
Laurus erat : folio haudullis labeniia ventis : 
Flos apprima tenax : animas ^ olentia Medi 
Orafovent illo^ ^ fenibus medicantur anhelis. 

With mighty Tyunks of Trees on IfjJian Shores 

Whofe Height above the feather'd Arrow foars. 

Shot from the tougheft Bow i and by the Brawn 

Of expert Archers, with vaft Vigour drawn. 

Sharp tafted Citrons Median Climes produce : 175* 

Bitter the Rind, but gen'rous is the Juice ; 

A cordial Fruit, a prcfent Antidote 

Againft the direful Step-dames deadly Draught : 

Who mixing wicked Weeds with Words impure. 

The Fate of envied Orphans would procure. 180 

Large is the Plant, and like a Lawrel grows. 

And did it not a difPrent Scent difclofe, 

A Lawrel were: The fragrant Flow'rs contemn 

The f^ormy Winds, tenacious of their Stem. 
<^ WitI) this the Medes^ to laboring Age bequeath iSf 

L V f!few Lun^s, and cure the Sow'me/s of the Exmh. B\i^ 
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But neither M^dii^ Groves, hoc fertile LaodSy 
Nor all the Beaoties of the Grmmck Strands, 
Nor Hermus\ Tide choak'd up with GoJdei^ Samis ; 
Not all united can fuch Glories boaft. 
Such and fo many as the Latim Coaft : 
No nor yet BaSria or Both Indies Shores, 
Or all PanchaiJs Plains manured with fpicy $tQ|f^. 

This Soil by Bulh that roar with^ry Br^a$b 
Was never til I'd; nor fown with PragQusT^iYi : 
No horrid Crop of Helmets, Spears, and Shields, 
And fprouting Darts, did e'er amaxe thefe Fields : 
But all with Corn abounds, and gen'rous IVw^ 
With Streams of 0/7, and gladfome H^rdf rf Kift^, 
Hence comes the Courfer rulhing thro' the War ; 
Hence Snowy Flocks : Hence the huge Vi^m'Su^r ;■ 
Thefe oft, Clitumnus^ HaUowM in thy Flopds, 
Have led triumphant Rome to thank the Gods. 

Sed neque Medorum fyha^ ditljfima terra^ 
Nee pulcher Ganges, atque auro turbidus H^rmus, 
Laudibus Italias certent : non Ba£lra, neque Indi, 
T'ot^que thuriferh Panchaia pin^uis arents. 
Hac loca non tauri ffir antes naribus ignem 
Invertere ; fatis immants dentibus by art : 
Nee galeis denjifque vir^m feges horruit bajits : 
Sedgravidafruges^ isf Bacchi Maflicus bumor 
Implevere ; tenent ole,gque^ armentaque lata, 
Hinc bellator equus campo fefe arduus infert : 
Hinc alb't^ Ch'tumne, greges^ isf maxima taurus 
Vi£iima jape tuo perfuji flum'tne facro^ 
Romanos ad templa Deim duxere triumphos^ 

But neither Median Woods, ( a plenteous Land) 

Fair Ganges^ Hermus rolling Golden Sand* 

Nor Ba^ria, nor the richer InJian Field s> 

Nor all the gummy Stores Arabia yields ; 1 90 

Nor any foreign Earth of greater Name, ^ 

Can vr'ixhfweet Italy contend in Fame. >• 

No Bulls, whofe Noftrils breath a living Flame, j 

Have turn'd our Turf, no Teeth of Serpents here 

Were fown, an armed HoSt and Iron Crop to bear. ipj 

hut fruitful Vines, and the fat Olives freight, 

And Harvefts heavy with their fruitful Weight, 

Adorn our Fields 5 and on the chearful Green, 

The gracing Flocks and lowing Herds arc fcen. 

The Warrior- Horfe here bred is taught to train : 200 

There flows Clitumnus thro* the flow'rv Plain ; 

Whofe Waves, for Triumphs after profp'rous War, 

The Vidlim Ox, and foowy Sheep prepare. Hew 
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Here everlafting Spring adorns the Field, 
And foreign Harvefis cbntlalit Summer yield : 
T^fce €V*ry Yedr the Kine are great with young, 
Twice the luxuriant Trees '^]^ Apples hung : 
But fiirious T'yg^riy and the Lkn^s Seed 
Are abfent Here : Nor Here the pois'noirs Weed 
Of Aconite^ with dubious Leaves prevails ; 
Nor Serpents^ rattling With their fiery Scales, 
Drive fuch prodigious Otbs along the Land, 
Or wreathM on fuch vaft Sphres colleded ftand. 

Add all the Cities^ that confpicuous rife, 
III Works of endleft Labour ro the Skies : 
Add Towns unfetttRbfetM^ ^t this Land «dotn 
By toiling Hands from rocky Quarries torn : 
And all the mighty Streams that clofe below 
The laRing Walls in winding Chaantls flow. 

Hit ^tr aJjMfmm, atqite (Ulienis fn^ffilms afias^ 
Bis gravida fe^udes^ his P^mts fittlis arbos. 
At rapida tigres ahfiint, ^ feva leonum 
Semnta : nee m^feros faUunt aconita legentes : 
Nee rapit immtnfos orhesper bumum^ neque tanto 
Squameus infpiram traau fe cbUigit anguis. 

Adde tot egregias urhes^ operumque laborem : 
Tot congefia manu praruptis oppidafaxis : 
Fluminaque antiquos fubter labentia muros. 



C loi- 



<-'' Pcr^tual Spring our happy Qimatc fees j 
<<- Twice breed the Cattle, and twice bear tlie Trees 5 
And Summer Suns recede by flow Degrees. 

Our Land is from the "Rage of Tygcrs freed. 
Nor nourifhes the Lion's angry Seed i 
^or 'fois'noHs Aconite is here product d^ 

Or grouts unknown, oris, ipphen known, refused* y. iro 

Nor in £0 vaft a Length 'Our Serpents glide. 
Or raised on fuch a fpiry Volume ride. 

Next add our Cities of illu(h-ious Name, 
Their coftiy Labour and fhipendous Frame :. 
Our Forts onfleefy Hills, that far below a if 

See wanton Streams, in winding Valleys flow. 

What 
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What of the upper and the nether Sea ? y 

Both yielding to the Land^s Fertility f v 

What of the wond*rous Lakes ? great Laris^&A of Thee ? 3 
And what of Thee, Benacusy (hall I tell } 
Whole Waves like Neptune^s roar, like Neptune*% fwell. 
Shall I declare the Ports^ and Lucrine Mounds } ^ 

How the difdainful Sea enragM rebounds, > 

And thro' the Julian Bay the dreadful Shock refounds : 3 
Or how Tyrrheuum\ Waves, and ftormy Tide 
To calm Avernus arc compell'd to glide. 
This Land Herfelf, in (hining Veins below. 
Does Streams oi Brazen Ore^ and Stiver (how : 
And molten Gold has here been us'd to flow : 



} 



An ntare^ quodfupra^ tnemdrem ; quodque alluh ixfra ? 
jtnne lacus tantos ? te^ Lari maxime^ teque 
FluSsbus ^fremitu ajfurgens^ Benace, marino ? 
An ntemorem portusy Lucrinoque addita clauftra^ 
Atque indignatum magnis firidoribus icquor : 
Julia qua ponto long^finat unda refufo, 
Tyrrhcnufj'iirr fretis smmsttitur aftus Avcrnis ? 
H^c eadem argents rivos^ arifque metalla 
OJiendit venis^ atque auro plurima fiuxit. 



Our twofold Se^, that walhing either Side; 

A rich Recruit of foreign Stores provide. 

Our fpacious Lakes -y thee, Larius, £r(l, and next 

Bemcus^ with tempeft'ous Billows vex'd. 220 

^ <■ Or ihall I praifc thy Ports, or mention make 
^< Of the vaft Mound that binds the Lucrine Lake. 

Or the difdainful Sea, that, (hut from thence. 

Roars round the Strudlure, and invades the Fence. 

There, where fecure the j^ulian Waters glide, iij; 

Or where Avernus Jaws admit the Tyrrhene Tide. 

Our Quarries deep in Earth, were fam'd ofold^ 

For Veins of Silver* and for Ore of Gold. 

This 
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This LsnJ has Stocks of harder Chiefs brought forth, 
Thole of the Marfian and Sabelltan Birth : 
Ligurians^ ready in all Toils to join, 
Volfcsaus^ whofe brandiih'd Spears in fiattle Ihinei 
The DecUfij MarUn^ and Camillian Line, 
And both the Captains of the Scipian Name, 
And Thee, Thee, Cafarj above all in Fame ; 
Who now vidlorious in the fartheft Eaft, 
Do'ft awe the utmofl Jlfia into Red : 
And the foft Indian frightening to his Home, 
Do'ft far avert his Luxury from Rome. 

Hail, mighty Parent ! Hail, Saturnian Soil ! 
Mighty in Fruits and Men ! for Thee this Toil 
I gladly urge : adventuring to unfold 
Labours and Arts in high EQeem of old : 
For thee I open all the facred Spring, 
And in Afcraan Verfe thro' Roman Countries fing. 

Hac genus acre vtr&m^ Marfos, pubemque Sabellam, 
Affuetumque mah Ligurem, Volfcofque verxtos 
Kxtulit : hac Decios, Mario$, magnofque Ckmillos 
Scipiadas duros hello : ^ te^ maxtme Casfar, 
Qut nunc extremis ARxjam vtSor in oris 
Imbellem avertis Romanis arabus Indum. 
Salve magna Parens frugum^ Saturnia tellus^ 
Magna v'trAm ! tibi res anttquit laudis ^ artis 
Ingredior^ fanSios anfus reclndere fontes : 
Aicr$Bumque cano Romana per oppida carmen. 



} 



th* Inhabitants themfelves their Country grace \ 
Hence roie the Marfian and Sabelltan Rsice, 
Strong' limb'd and (lout> and to the Wars inclined, 
And £ird Ligtirians, a laborious Kind, 
And Volfcians arm*d with Iten-headed Darts, 
Bffides^ an Ojff^ing ef undaunted Hearts, 
The Decii, Marii, great Camillus came 
From hence, and greater Sciph's double Name : 
And mighty Cafar, whofj vidorious Arms 
To fiirtheft jifia carry fierce Alarms : 
Avert unwarlike Indians from his Rome ; 
Triumph abroad, iecure our Peace at Home. 

Hail, /Weet Saturnian Soil ! of fruitful Grain 
Great Parent, greater of Illuftrious Men. 
For thee my tuneful Accents will I raife. 
And treat of Arts difclos'd in antient Days : 
Once more unlock for thee the facred Spring, 
And old jifcrdanVcTfc in Rpman Cities (ing« 

D 
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Now learn the various Temj^rs of the Fields^ 
Their Strengthy Their Lmks^ and what each kindlj yields ; 
Firft, (lubborn Land, or a malignant Hill, 
Whofe SoiMo«fe CUy and Stones and Bnflses fill, 
Palladian Plants by natire Iniiinfi love, 
And yield to diAaoc Years a froitfol Grove. 
This Soil is known, where 0//v^ Shoots abound, 
And (avage Berries drew the loaded Ground. 
But where the Lands are fat, and glad with Juice, 
Or where Rich Meads tht fertile ZUrr prodace : 
Such as We often, from the ihagged Brow 
Of fome high Rock, perceive 4nl^/f/ bei4Dw, 
Where Streams full fraught wkh Happy Slime overflow. 
Or matted Fem where Southern Hillocks bear, 
A clinging Weed detefled by the Shear ; 




Nunc loeus mrownm ksgemUs : qua roh9rs cttifttt ; 

Quis color, £sf qua fit rebus naturaferendis. 

Dtfficiles primttm terra, eollefque malignij 

Tenuis tm argilla, fsf dttmefis calculus arvis, 

VvkWftAx^ laudent fylva vivacis elivam 

Indicio eft^ traSu furgem ideafier esdrm j 

Plurimus, i^ftroHbaccisfylveftrihusugri. 

Jit qu<e pinguis humus, duUifue uUgiu^lata, 

Qutque frequent herhis i^ fertilis tSere campus^ 

Qualem fiepe cuvu momtis couvalle folemus 

Defpicere : ittcfiaumis liquuntur rttpihus amues^ 

Felicemque trahuut limum : Quiqtie edkus At$Jir6^ 

Et filicem curvis invifampafcit aratris : 

Ihe yiatun tf their fev'ral Seils mufee. 

Their Strenph^ their Cokur^ thm €eriiiity ; 
lc And firft fbr Heath, and barren billy Grouod, 
cc Where meager Clay and flinty Stones abound i zfo 

'Where the poor Soli all Succour Hbcois to want* 

Yet this fufiices the Palladian Plant. 

Undoubted Signs of fuch a Soil are found. 

For here wiid Olive-Shoots o'erfpread the Ground, 

And Heaps of Berries ftrew the Fields around^ J^ iff 

^ « But where the Soil, with fat'ning Moifture fill'd, 
<«Is cloatk'd with Grafs and fruitful to be tillM : 

Such as in cheerful Vaies we view from high> 

Which dripping Rocks with rolling Streams fupplfp 

And feed with Ooze ; where nfmg Hillocks run l6u 

In Length, and open to the Southern Sun : 

y^Mre Ftmfueceedst ungrateful to the Fiough, 

ThsLt gentle Ground to gen'rom Grapes allQW. 



} 
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This will hereafter yield the ftooteft Vsue^ 
And flow in Purple Streams of generous Wine ; 
this fills with Graphs the Difli ; This Gold adorn$ 
With Mufi^ when Tufcans Wow their Iv*ry Horns^ 
And maiTy Chargers, bending with their Loads, 
Bear reeking Emraiis offered to the Godsi 

But is the Breed of Herds yoor chofen Toil? 
Or Store of Sh^ef ? or Goi^s that burn the Soil ? 
Then feek Tarentum^s Woods, and wat*ry Coaft, 
Or Fields like Thofe unhappy Mantua loft. 
Where Silver Swans on gentle Streams are hiy 
With HerbM[e rifing from the fruitful Bed. 
No Want of living SfrirngSy or tender Grafs^ 
Betrays the Flock^ or ilarves the hopeful Race : 
And all that HerJi in longeft Days devour, 
In fiiorteft Nights the cooling Dews reftore. 

Hie tibi pravaliJas oUm muliajue fluentes 
Sufficiet oaccho vites : hie fertilis uva^ 
Hie lafieis ; qualem pateris hbamus ^ auro^ 
Inflavit eum pinguis ehur Tyrrhenus ad auras^ 
Laucibus ^ pandis fumantia reddimus exta. 

Sin armenta magisjiudium vitulofque tueri^ 
Aut foetus avium t aut urentes cult a eapellas : 
Saltus ^ Jaturi Petito lon^nqua Tarenti, 
Et qualem infalix amiJitmzntn2L eampum^ 
Pajcentem niveos herbofo flumine eyenos; 
Non liquidi gre^ibus foutes^ mn gramina defuntf 
~^J quantum lon^is carpent armenta diebus^ 
^ r^ud tantum gelidus ros no3e reponet. 

Supng Stocks of ~Vines it will in time produce. 

And overflow the Vats with ftiendly Juice, 2^r 

Such as our Prie(ls(ln golden Goblets pour -> ^ . 
c<To Gods, the Givers of the chearful Hour. 

Then when the bloated Tfmfean blows his Horoi 
ccAod reeking Entrails are in Chargers bom. 

l£ Herds or fleecy Flocks be more thy Care, 179 

Or Goats that graze the Field, and burn it bare : 
c< Then feek TarentumV Lawns and farthefi Cm^, 
cc Or fuch a Field as haple/s Mantua hft : 

Where Silver-Swans fail down the watry Rood 

And graze the floating Herbage of the Flood. 275*^ 

There Cryflai Streams ftrpettud Tetkur keep. 

Nor Food nor Springs are wanting to thy Sheep. 

Far what the Day devmrs^ the mghtfy Vem 

Shall to the Mem m pearly J>r9ps renew. 

D 3b LondU^ 
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Lands^ to the Eye that Dark and Fai appear, ' 
Below the Traces of the piercing Share, 
Whofe happy Soil is naturally Loofe ; ^ 

(Fpr this of Ploughing is the genuine Ufe) > 

Thefe Fields the mighty Store of Wheat produce : 3 

From no tiird Plains fuch loaded Waggons come, 
From none fo numerous with flow Oxen Home : 

Or where the angry Hind has barM the Earth, 
With vexing Ploughs, of all its bufliy Birth ; 
And grubbM dry Groves^ that Length of Years had Rood ^ 
In ufelefs Sloth : down with the funding Wood > 

The Birds old Manlions fell, and hidden Brood : j 

They from their Nefts flew upwards to the Head, 
Long hover'd round, and piteous Outcry made* 



Nigra fere^ llf frejjo pinguis fitb V9mere terra^ 
. Et cui putrefolum^ (jtamaue hoc smitamur arando) 
Optuma frumentis^ non uUo ex <equore cernes 
Piura domum tardis decedere flauftra jmvetuis : 
jlut unde iratusfyham devextt aratoTj 
Et nemora evert it multos ignava per afiftos^ 
Anti(fHafque domos avium cum fttrpibus imis 
Erutt : ilia ahum uidis petiere reliSis ; 

Fat crumbling Earth is fitter for the Plough, 189 

cc Putrid and loofe above, and black below : 

J9r Flmghing is an hniiative Tbi/, 

Re/ewSUng Natwe in an tafy Soil, 

No Land for Seed like this, no Fields afibrd 

JSo large an Income to the ViUage-Lord : 28/ 

««- No toiling Teams from Harveft-Labour come 
4.< So late at Night, fo heavy-laden Home. 

The like of Foreft-Land is underflood, ^ 

^^ From whence the furly Ploughman grubs the Wood, >. 

c c Which had for Length of Ages idle dood. J 199 

Then Birds forfake the Ruines of their Seat, 

:Jkud flying from their Nefls their Callow Young forget 

But 
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But where the Plough is urgM on RMk GrouMd^ 
Nothing, but Whitening Furrows^ will be found : 
For kanpy Grsvflj that on Hillocks lies, 
Scarce marjoram and Thyme for Bees (upplies : ' 
Nor Stme'brafi more, nor more the hollow Chalky 
Where the black Snake fcoops out his winding Walk : 
No Soil, 'cis faid, affords him nicer Food, 
Or fafer Caverns for his (limy Brood. 

The Land:^ whence Mifts in fubdle Clouds arite, 
Which drinks in Moifiure. and at Will fupplies : 
Which doaths itfelf in Erer-lafling Green, 
And where no Rud is on the Coulter feen : 
This round the tallett Elm will twift the Vine^ 
This the fa Olive fwell. This cheer the Kine^ 
And nothing loth to nfeful Phnghs incline. 

4t rudis emtuit impnlfd vomere campns : 
Nam jejuna quidem clivfi glarea ruris 
Vix hmmiles Mihus cafias roremque miniflrat : 
Et tophus fcater ; ^ nigris excfa ehelydris 
Creta: negant alios aque ferpentibns agros 
Dtskem ferre cibnm^ uf curvas prabere latebras. 

Qua tenuem exhalat nebulam^ fumofque volueris^ 
Et bibit humor em^ (ff cttm vult ex fe ipfa remittit^ 
Quaquefuoviridifemperfegramine vejiit^ 
Necfcabie isffalfd Udit rubtgine ferrum ; 
IHa tibi Utis intexet vitibus ulmos : 
Ilia ferax oka eft : Illam experiire eolendo 
Et faeilem pecori^ fnf patientem vomer is unei. 



Zfc# coarfe hen Gravd, on the Mountain Sides. 

Scarce dm Bev'rego for the Bees provides : 

Nor Chalk nor crumbling Stones, the Food of Snakes, i^f 

That work in holbw Earth their winding Tracks. 

The Soil exlnling Clouds of (ubtileDews, 

Imbibing Moifture, which with Eai&flte/^si 

Which rufts not Iron, and whole Mold is clean. 

And doath'd with chearful Grafs, and £ver*green, 

•It good for 01i?es» and aipiring Vines, 

Embracing Husband'Ebm in am*rons Twines i 

Is fit foe feeding Cattle, fie to ibwe. 

And cqud to the Pafturc and the Plough. 

Such 
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Sach IS the Soil thtl wealthy dfma boafis, 
Sach That irhich borders on Vtfnvim Coafla ; 
Or where th' impetuous Tide of Clmitu rdgns, 
And (hews no Pitjr to Acerrtfi Plains* 

But now from Sigms^ not donbtfttl, (hall be fliowD^ 
How Hiomler Soils are from the Lirbter known : 
The one for CoriB^ the other fit for Vtn€S^ 
To Ceres clofe^ to Bacchus /(m/t inclines* 

Firfl dig a Pi>, again the Monld interr. 
And tread it hard ; iSIVsnt cf Earth appeir. 
That Soil is Lights and will be to the Vine 
A LoadedUddefy and to BUaStwg Kim : 
But (hould the ilLoxAA fwell mp with towMng Hdffhti Y 
Spread round the Trench, and proudlf fcorm the Pit ; > 
Clofe is this Soil, and for the Ploughman fit. Ji 

Stifi* Clods will Thisy and clinging Furrows yield, 
Provide the llouteft Steers to rend the Field. 

T'alem dives Arat Capua, i*f vicina Vefuvo 
OnajugQj ^ vacuis Clanius non aquas Acertis. 

NutiCy quo quamque modopojfis ciiguofcercj di€€m. 
Rarafity amfupramoremfi denfa^ reqmras : 
Alurafrumentis quom4tmfafU€ty nZ/rra Baccho > 
X>eii/4, i»tf^/Cereri: rarijjims quaque^ Lyaeo; 
Antt k(Hm copies ocmlis : ^dtyue jubebis 
In folido puteum demitti^ ommemque refoues 
Rurfushumumy ^ ptibus fmnmas aquabis arenas* ^ 
Si deerunt ; nu^m^ pecarique ^ viwMs almis 
Aptius uber erit» Sim smfuaf$ffe uegatntft 
Ire loc^y^ fjf firoUkufJuperiiat terra repletit^ 
Spiffus ager ; glcbas cunSantes erajfaque terga 
Exfpe&ay i*f vaiidis terram profeittde jsivisscis. 

Such is the Soil of fat drntpmuMm TitUh jof 

Such large IncresUe the Land that joint flfimmu ^^ 
MA fvch a Countri QQtt*d Amfs bgaft, 
*T1U Clanins ever-ft>w*d cb' unhMpv COaft. 

I teach thee next the diflf^riag Sous to know & 
The li^ht for Vines^ the heavier for the Hough. 3 to 

Chufe firfi a Piace fir ftuk s Pmp4k fih 
Tien dig the foUd Emth^ mdfnh ^ Fii - 
lfex$ fill the Hole mth iu oaM Em^A <tfOi» 
^ni tf ample mth thy Feett md tread a kt : «* 

Themifit rife mt U the firmer HMt )Xf 

Of SeiferfUe> ctmlmde that Snl h BJLt ; 
A proper Ground for Pafiurage and Vioii ^ 
But if the fullen Earth* (b preis'4* repifict 
Within its native Manfion to redre» 

And fiays wichout> a Heap of heavy Mirei . "* 3*0 

Tis Mod for Arable» a Glebe thac^ixfei 
TtHMrTeaiDj of Oxeoi lod taborioui Taikf*. ^ 
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Bot all your Tiiae and Labour will be infie^ 
Oa Earth that*s Sak and Bitter to the Tafte : 
Unhappy Soil ! no Share its Nature tames, 
Here neither Gr^rx their iSCfWx, not Apples keep their MfM^x. 

Thus learn its Bent : a tUfe^wove Basket choofe, 
There place the Strainer of thy Vineyard's Juice : 
Then tread that evil Earth below Che Brim, 
And pour in Water from the pnreft Stream : 
All the foft Wave will (insiggle thro' the Ground^ 
And gnfliing Drops the Oiier Orb fnrroQnd. 
But mod its Nature by the Tafte appears, 
For this a certain Indication bears. 
When the wry Mamth the Utter Juite declares. 
Thus alfo we difcern the it«Vi(^ Land, 
It never ermmMes in the fqueexing Hand : 
But fpreaJsy grows fift^ and to the Fingers cleaves ; 
Not Pitfb when warm a clammier Matter leaves^ 
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Salfa out em teJluSj C^P fua perbibetur amara^ 
Frugibms infalix : ea nee manfuefiit arando ; 
Nee Bs^dtiO genttSy out Pomisfna nominafirvat : 

Tide dabit ^ecimen : tufpiffo vimine quaks^ 
Colaque prelorumfMmofis derife fdis. 
Hue ager ille ntalnsj duleefque a fomibus und^ 
jid plenum calcentur : aqua eludabitur omnis 
Scilicet^ ^ grandes Hunt per vinUnagtUta. 
Atfapor indicium faciet mamfeftus^ £sP i»ra 
TriJHa tentantum feufu t^rquebit amaror. 
Pinguis item qua fit tellus,^ bi^c denique paSo 
Difcimus : baud unquam manibus jaaata fatifcit^ 
Sed pi^is in morem ad digitos lentefcit babcndo. 

Salt Earth and bitter are not fit to fow« 
Nor will be tam'd and mended by the Plough. 
Sweet Grapes degen'rate there i and Fraits, detlin'd ii$ 

From their firft fla?'rous Ta(le> renounce their Kind. 
This Truth by fure Experiment is try'd % 
r< For firft an Oder Colendar provide 

Of Twfgs thick wrought, (fuch toliiiig Peaiants twfne. 

When thro' ftrei^ht Paiges they (Ireia their Wtne>) 330 

la this clofe Vei^l place thu Emfth meurid^ 

But JiWd Brtm-fuU with whoU/mmfVSmr fafi. 

Then nm it thro\ the Drops will rope aroiittd» 

And by the bitter Tafte difdo^b the Gfouad. 

7he fatter Earth by handling we m^ find, 3 if 

With Eafe diftinguiflAl fiQm the m^gst Rind> 

Poor Soil will crumble into Dud, the Rich 

3fria to the f jp^s dpaye like ^mm^ f itcb. ^as»^v 
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Rank Herbs dtfdote the Moiftttre of their Gromi^Sy 
Unequal^ Chearftdnefs in tbefe abounds : 
Oh ! may not mine fo vainly prond appear. 
Nor (hew their Vijsoar in the tender Ear ! 
The Lights and luavy in the Balance try. 
The Btaek and other Colours (Irtice the Eye : 
Bat difficah it is, to know the CoUy 
Yet This by Ftrr and Tew and /vy*s told, 
Thefe (hew the Foot-fteps of the wicked MouU. 

Mark well thefe Rules ; and then your Soil prepare, 
Expofc it long to Rmhs^ and Northern Air^ 
And Drain^ and Trench it well, and Smooth its Face, 
Long e're You plant the Vineyari*% joyful Race : 
Lands, fit for Vineyards^ ever mud be Loofe^ 
This Winds, and Frods, and laboring Spades produce. 

Humida major es her has alit^ ipfafnejufio 
Latior ; ah nimium ne fit mihi fertilis iUa^ 
Nenfc pravalidamprimis oftendat ariftis ! 
^n^graivis efty ipfo tacit am fe fonder e frodit ; 
Ouaqne levis. Promptum eft ocnlis pradifcere nigram^ 
Et quifquis color. At fceleratUm exqnirere frigus 
Difficile eft ; picea tantum^ taxique nocentes 
Inter dnm^ ant hedera pandnnt veftigia nigra. 
His animadverfisy terram mtilto ante memento 
Excoquere^ {*f magnos fcrobibus concidere mantes : 
Ante fupinatas Aquiloni oftendere glebas^ 
^uam Let urn infodias vitis genus : optima putri 
Arvafolo: id venti euranty gelidaque prntntCy 
Et labefa&a movens robuftus jugera fi'ffor. 

Moift Earth produces Corn and Grafsi but both 

Too rank and too luxuriant in their Growth. 540 

Let noc my Land fo large a Promife boaft> 

Lift the Umk Ears in length tf 9ttm h» lofi. 
•-^ The heivier Earth is by her Weight kettifi^ 

The lighter in the poifing Hand is weigh'd : 

'Tis eafv to diftinguilh by the Sight 34/ 

c<-The Colour of the Soili and 'hlatV frmn White, 

But the cold Ground is difficult to knowi ^ 

<r<- Yet thi^ the Plants that profper there will (how ; S- 

cc Black Ivy, Pitch-Trees, and the baleful Yew, J 

<c Thefe Rules confider'd well, with early Care ^ jro 

Tne Vineyard deftin'd for thy Vines prepare ; 

But, long before the Planting, die the Ground, 

With Furrems deep that caft s rijmg Mtmtd : 

The Clods, ezpos'd to Winter Winds, will bake: 

For putrid Earth will beft in Vineyards cake, 9/y 

<c tAnd h9arj Fr^t, afte^ the faimfnl T*it 
a OfdtMt^ Hinds, mU ft the meUfW Snl. 

But 
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But thofe few Swains^ who no Precaution fpare, 
Of the fame Soil one chofen Plot prepare, 
Firft to bring out the Bud^ and then the Plant to rear : 
Led Infant-Saplings miTs the Mother-Earth, 
And Foder-Mould (hould check the hopeful Birth : 
Befides: on ev*ry Hngle Plarit they mark 
The native Afpefl in the tender Bark : 
Which Part its Back turned to the Pole^ ^hich bore 
The Southern Heats ^ and each to each redore. 
Such Power has Cuftom ! fuch Effeds can Uft 
In Tender, Infant, Pliant Things produce ! 

Now Hill or Falley choofe to bear the Fifie : 
Should you to Plaim of Richer Mould incline. 
Set thick your Plants, nor will the God reftife 
To fwell their crowded Dugs with Purple Juice ; 



slit fi quos haud ulla viros vigilantia fugit ; 
Ante locum fimilem exquirunt^ ubi prima paretW 
Arboribusfeges^ ^ and mox digefta feratur^ 
Mutatam ignorent jubito nefemina matrem* 
Quin etiam ceeli regionem in cortice fignant •• 
t//, quo quaque modo fteterit^ qua parte calores ., 
Auftrinos tuterit^ qua terga obverterit axi^ 
Refiituant, Adeo in teneris confuefiere multum efi^ 
Collibus^ an Piano melius Jit ponere vitem. 
Quaere prius. Si pinguis agros metabere campi,, 
Denfa fere : in denfo mn fegnior ubere Bacchus. 



Some Pealants> not t' omit the niceft Care> 

Of the fame Soil their Nurfoy prepare, 
i'cWitb that of their Flantation.5 left the lyn j^o 

c^Tranflatid, thould not with the Soil agree. 
^cBefide, to plant it, as it was, they mark 
cc The Heav'Ds four Quarters on the tender Bark j 
ccAnd to the North or South reflore the Side, 
4 < Which at thdr Birth did Heat or Cold abide. 35/ 

So ftrong is Cuftom ; fuch Effedls can Ufe 

In tender Souls of pliant Plants produce. 

Choofe next a Province for thy Vineyards K<sign 

In Hills abffvey or in the lowly Plain : 

If fertile Fields or Valleys be t^iy Choice, 370 

Plant thick, for bounteous Bacchus will rejoice 

In clofe Plantations there 9 but if the Vine 

On riling Ground be plac'd» or Hills fupine» 
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Bnt if xo gentle Rife oi Jloplng Bank^ 
Your Judgment leads : Theu wUen cv^tj Rank* 
And fee you make it your peculiar Care 
To range each Walk exaQly by the Square. 
As when two mighty Armies all in Sight, 
Stretch'd on fome open Plain, expeS the Fight ; 
Legions And Cohorts in their Stations plac'd, 
And the whole War with wondrous Order grac'd ^ 
From Hod to Hod the Glare of Armour ftreams. 
And all the Field waves far with glitt'ring Beams ; 
Nor yet in horrid Fray the Battle joins, 
Nor wild Confufion breaks the curious Lines : 
But Mars furveys and paffes cvVy Line, 
And doubts to whom the Combat will incline. 
So let your Walks in meafur'd Spaces lie ; 
Nor is this only to delight the Eye : 

•S/Vf , tumults accllve foluwfcollifque fupims. 
Indulge ordinibus : nee fecius omnis in unguens 
Arbortbus fofitis fedo via limite quadret. 
Ut fape ingenti bello cum longa cohortis 
Explicuit Tegio^ isf campoftetit agmen aperto^ 
DireSlieque acies, ac late flu6luat omnis 
JEre renidenti tellus, nee dum horrida mifcent 
Pralia^ fed^dubius mediis Mars errat in armis. 
Omnia Jint paribus Humeri s dimenfa viarum : 
Non animum modo uti pafcat profpe^us inanem : 

Extend thy toofe Battalions largely vide, 

Ofening thy Ranks and Files on either Side : 

liUt marJljaWd all in Order as they ftdndt 

^nd Ut no Soldier ftragglefrom hts Band, 

As Legions in the Field their Front difptay. 

To try the Fortune of fomc doubtful Day, ^ 

And move to meet their Foes with fober Pace, 

Strict to their Figure tho* in wider Space i 

Before the Battle joins, while from afar 

The Field yet gh'tters with the Pomp of War, 

And equal Mars, like an impartial Lord* 

Leaves all to Fortune, and the Dint of Sword, 

So let thy Vines in Intervals be fct. 

But not their Rural Difcipline forget : 

Indulge their Width, and add a roomy Space, 

That their extremeft Lines may fcarcc embrace ; 

Nor this alone t* indulge a Vain Delight, 

And make a plcaling Proipedl' for the Sight : 
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But that no other Way the Earth beftows ^ 

Vigour and equal Strength on alj the Rows, >- 

Or have they room to fhoot at large iheir 15oughs. J 

Perchance you'll ask, how deep to plant thcFifje ; 

. In (hallow Furrows I dare venture mine. ^ 
. For folid Trees a difF'rent Trench prepare, *> ■ 

Dig Low m Earth, and plunge them ^^^/?/y There ; > 

The Beech ftands firft of thole that claim this Care. 3 

As far as with His Headio lieaven He tends, 
So far He with His Root to Hell defcends ; 
Hence 'tis, that neither Winds, nor Storms, nor Rains 
Bear down his HeigKt : Unmov'd He all fuftains : 
And whilft his Orb of Time rolls llowly on, 
Man's Years, Ages of Man are fwiftly flown: 
Lo"! what vafl Boughs ! what beamy Arms are (pread ! 

' Hfiufelf, full inthenlidft, lifts up the mighty Shade. 

Sed quia non aliter vires dabH omnibus aquas 

Terra^ neque in vacuum foterunt fe extendere rami, 

Forfitan & fcrobihus qua Jint fajiigia qujeras ; 

Aujim vet tenui vitem committer e fulco ; 

jiltior ac penitus terra defigitur arbos^ 

^fculus inprimis : qua quantum vertice ad auras 

^therias^ tantum radiee tn Tartara tendit. 

Ergo non hiemes illam^ non flabra^ nequfimbres 

Convellu^iy immota manet^ multofque per annos 

Mult a virumvolvens durando facula vine it • 

Tum fortis late ramos isf hrachia tendens 

Hue illuc^ inedia ipfa ingentem fujlinet umbram. 

But fir the Ground it /elf, this only Way 

Can equal Vigour to the Plants convey ; 

Which crouddd want the Room their Branches to diiplajr. 
Hov deep they muft be planted, would ft thm know f spj 

'^*' In Shallow Furrows* Mines fccurjcly grow. 

Not fo the reft of Plants 5 for Jove's own Tree. 

That holds the Woods in awful Sovereignty, 

Reauires a Depth tf Lodging in the Ground ; 

And next the lower Skies, a Bed profound : 400 

Hi^ as his topmoft Boughs to Heav'n afcend. 

So low his Roots to Hell's Dominion tend. 
«*TIlereforc, nor Winds, nor Winter's Rage o'crthrows 
*^^HJs bulky Body, but unmov'd he grows. 

For Length of Ages lafts his happy Reign, ^.ojr 

And Lives of Mortal Man contend in vain. 

Full in the Midfl of his own Strength he flands, *> 

Stretching his brawny Arms, and leafy Hands ,• C 

WsShaieproteHs the Fhins, his Head the Hills commands, j 

E i ^\^sx 
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Plant not thy Vineyard where the Sun declines ; 
Nor let the Hazh mix with cnrling Vines ; 
Nor Pull the Shoot that near the Summit grows ; 
Nor TsMyJliver off luxuriant Boughs : 
Nor hurt ( fuch Love Thou for thy Vines (hould'ft feel ) 
Nor hurt their tender Limbs with blunted Steel ; 
Nor graft fViU Olives near thy Vintage-Land ; 
for oft a Sparky dropped by fome carelefs Hand, 
Fir ft in the uniiuous Rind icfelf conceals, 
And round the Stem in (ilent Windings (leals ; 
Then thro' the Leaves with rapid Fury flies, 
And fends up horrid Crackling to the Skies ; 
Purfuing now, where Hopes of Conqueft lead. 
Subdues the Boughs^ and triumphs o'er the Head : 
In Flames at length involving all the Woods, 
Prives darH'ning up to Heav'n a Night of pitchy ClQud^ 
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Neve tibi adfolem vergant vineta cadentem : 

}Ieve inter vites corulum fere : neve flagella 

Summa pete^ aut fumma deftringe ex or bore plantas ; 

(Tantus amor terra) neu ferro lade retrnfo 

^emina^ neve olea jilvejhts infere truncos. 

Nam fape incantis pajioribus excidit igniSj T 

Qui furtim pingui primumfub eortice te^us I 

/toiora comprendit^ frondefjue elapfus in altos • J 

Ingentem coelo fonitum dedit ; Inde fecntus 

Per ramos viSlor^ perque alta eacumina regnatj 

Et totum involvitfiammis nemusy is? ^uit atram 

Ad caelum picea crajjus caltgine nubem : 



The hurtful Hazic in thy Vineyard (bun 410 

l^or plant it to receive the fctting Sun : 
J^or break the topmod Branches from the Tree > 
Nor prune, with blunted Knife, the Progeny. 
flo6t up wild Olives from thy kbour'd Lands : 
For fparkjing Fire, frorp Hinds unwary Hands, 41/ 

Is oftei) fc^tter^d o'er their undluous Rinds, 
And after fpread abroad by raging Winds, 
for firft the fraouldring FJame the Trunk receives,^ 
Afccnding thence, jt frraekles in the Leaves : 
M Icngr'fi vidprioys to the Top afpircs, . 4*^ 

QL Involving all the Wood in fmoky Fires, 
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Bat (bould a Storm defcend with roaring Soimd, 
Ball ap the Bariiings, and o^erfpread the Ground ; 
* No more the Stocks with verdant Shoots revive. 
No more fucb Plants within that Soil will thrive ; 
The difmal favage Olive fpreads the Plain, 
And with his Bitter Leaves fecures his hateful Reign* 

Let no one teach you, be he e*er fo Wife, 
Tojlir the Ground^ when Northern TemPeJis rife ; 
Then IVint er^Frofts congtzX the clotted Mould, 
And (hrivMing Roots can take no fteady Hold. 
Plant bcft the Vine^ when in the »S/?r/»5's frefli Bloom, 
The Milk-white Bird, the Dread of Snakes, is come ; 
Or in the gentle Cool of Autumn*^ Birth, 
When fultry Months no longer fcorch the Earth ; 
Nor yet the Fiery Steeds^ with rapid Pace, 
Have reachM the Confines of their Wint*ry Race. 

Prafertim Ji tempeftas a vertiee fyhii 

IncuMty ghmeratque ferens ineendia ventus. 

Hoc ubi ; non aftirpe valent, capeque reverti 

Pojfunty atque ima fimiles revirefiere terra : 

Infelix fuperat foliis oleafter amaris. 

Nee tibi tamprudens qutfauam perfuadeat auSor^ 

Tellurem Borea rigidam ffirante moveri. 

Rura gelu turn claudit htems : nee femine jaSio 

Poncretam patitur radicem adfigere terra. 

Optima vinetis fatio^ cum vere rubenti 

Candida venit avis longis invifa colubris : 

Prima vel autumni fub frigora^ cum rapidus Sol 

fiondum biemem contingit equis. Jam prater it aftasl 

But moft, when driv'n by Winds, the flaming Storm 

Of the long Files dcftroys the beauteous Form. 

In Ajhes then tW Wfhapfy Vineyard lies^ 

Nor will the blafted Plants from Ruine rife 5 417 . 

Npr will the withered Stock be green again» 

But the wild Oliye (hoots, and (hades th' ungrateful Plaice 

Be not (cduc'd with Wi^Bom's empty Shews, 
<< To ftirthe Peaceful Ground when Sifreas blows 

U^hen Winter Frofts confbrain the Field with CoId> 430 

The fainty Root can take no (leady Hold. 
^' But when the Golden Spring reveals the Year, 
«c And the white Bird returns, whom Serpents fear : 
' ' That Seafon deem t"he beft to plant thy Vines, 
<^ Next that, is when Autumnal Warmth dttUnn ; 435* 

E*re Heat is quite decay'd, or Cold begun^i 

pr Qffr/com admits the Winter Suu, '^'^^ 
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The Sprittg to Forefts yields a kindly Aid, 
To Woods the Spring reftores the ufeful Shade : 
In the kind Spring the Lands are big with Juice, 
And ask for Seeds that give a vaft Produce. 
Then the all-potent Air, prolifick ShowVs 
On the foft Lap of his glad Confort pours : 
From her vaft Womb the mighty Store proceeds, 
And all, the mighty He commix'd, with Plenty feeds. 
Then Birds their Songs repeat to evVy Grove 5 
And Herds perceive the Seafon of their Love : 
Then teem the Fields^ and make their Bofoms bare 
To the warm Breezes of the Weftern Air : 
Then kindly Moifture laviflily abounds, 
And Plants brave Infant Suns in dewy Grounds. 
Nor fears the Fine left Southern Storms fliould rife, 
Or the rough North "pour Rivers from the Skies, 

f^er adeo frondi nemorum^ ver utile fylvis : 
Vere tument terr<e^ ^ genitalia femina pofiuns. 
Vfum pater omnipotens foecundis imbrihus Mther 
Conjugis ingremium lata defcendit^ i^ omnes 
Magnus alit^ magno commixtus corpore^ foetus. 
Avia turn refonant avibus virgulta canoris, 
Et Venerem certis repetunt armenta diebus : 
Parturit almus ager^ Zephyrique tepentibus auris 
Lnxant arvafinus. Super at tener omnibus humor ; 
inque novos files audentfe gramina tuto 
Credere : nee metuit furgentis pampinus attflroSy 
4ut allurn coelo magnis aquilonibus imbrem : 

c <■ The Spring adorns the Wood, renews the Leaves i 

c c The Womb of Earth the genial Seed receives. 

fc For then Ahnighty /gre dcfcends, and fours 440 

Into his buxom Bride(his fruitful Shorp*rs)y 
< * ^nd mixing His large Limbs with Hers, nc fctds 
« Her Births with kindly Juice, and foftcrs teeming Seeds* 

Then joyous Birds frequent the lonely Grove, 

And Beafts, by Nature ftung, renew their Love : 44 f 

Then Fields the Blades of buried Corn difclofe 

And while the balmy Weftern Spirit blows. 

Earth to the Breath her Bofom dares expofe : 

With kindly Moifture then the Plants abound. 

The Grafs fecurely f])rings above the Ground i 4fo 

The tender Twig ftioots upward to the Skies, 

And 0:2 the Mth of the new Sun relics. 

Th(; Iwerving Vines on the tall Elms prevail, 

Vn*,mTt by Southern Show'rs, or Nottten ttiil. ^^t 
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mx boldly ihoQts Her Buds from evVy Bough, 
And all her L^^n^rx dilplays with pompous Show.. 

So dawn*dtht Days, fuch was, methinks, their Courfe 
In the weak Childhood of the Univerfe : 
Then Spring was all, for then the mighty Ring 
Roird free from Winter's Storms in conftant Sprtng. 
When new-born Herds firft fuck'd in Heav'niy Light, 
And gazM with Wonder at the da^Ming Sight : 
When firft Mankind^ a ftubborn, hardy Breed, 
Shot thro' the Clotted Earth His daring Head : 
And Beafts to Woods, and Stars to Heaven fled. 
Nor could fuch tetider Things have born the Jars, 
Of Heat and C«W, and their perpetual Wars : 
Had not kind Heaven difpos'd them all to Peace^ 
And plac'd the Infant-li^orld in perfefi Eafe. 
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Sed trudit gemmas^ ^ frondes explicat omnis. 
Non alios prima crefcentis origine mundi 
Inluxiffe dies^ aliumve babutjfe tenorem 
Crediderim^ Ver Hinder at. Ver magntis agebat 
Orbis^ £5? hibtrnis parcebant fluSiibus Euri : 
Cum prima lucem pecudes haufere^ vir^mque 
Ferreaprogenies duris caput extulit arvis^ 
Immijjaque ferae fylvis^ ^ fidera coelo. 
Nee res hunc tenera pojfmt perferre labor em ^ 
Si non tanta quies iret frigufque ealoremque 
Inter ^ ^ exciperet coeli indulgentia terras. 

They Iprcad their Gems the genial Warmth to iharc : 4 jf 

And boldly truft their Buds in open Air. 

ht^ ihtsfoft Seafm (let me dare to fing ) 

The fVerid was hatch* d by Heav*n*s Imperial King : 

Jn frime of all the Tear, and Hoty-days of Sfmg. 

Then did the new Creation firft appear s ^ 

Nor other was the Tenour of the Year : 46^ 

When laughing Heav*n did the great Birth attend, 

And Eaftern Winds their WintVy Breath fufpcnd : 

When Sheep firft faw the Sun in open Fields : 

And iaivage Beafts were fcnt to ftock the Wilds $ 4^^ 

And Golden Stars flew up to light the Ski..;, 

And Man's relcntlcfs Race From ftony Quarries rife» 

Nor coutd the tender,) new Creation, bear 

Th'^xceffive Heats or Coldpcfs of the Year : 

But chiird by Winter, or by Summer fir'd, 470 

The middle Temper of the Spring required. 

When Warmth and Moifture did at once abound. 

And Hcav'n's Indulgence brooded on the Ground. 11^'^% 
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Now. wheo you bend the Lmn to tbe Gronod* 
Strew rotten Doog» and heap die Earth around. 
Or porous l!bi«i» or Cntiu place bdow s 
Hma thro' the Chinks will U9ifi9n ffn&j flohnr, 
Hena a foft Bmxd will Hide b^(h th^ Rqoc, 
And bma the ▼ig'roQs Plaint will boldly (hoot. 
Some Stmns and Mjhefds pile with careful Hands i 
3^» againft driving Stmm a Bulwark ftands 
2iKf when the Scorclm^ Dog cleaves all the ^ping Lands* 

High as your, flam oK raife the ocigbb'ring Miii 
AjDd tear it with the Vnmg or Com»*& Toil: 
Even in the Vmeynrd muft you urge the IBlmghj 
And wind the refti£F ^TMrj around each Row : 
Then place» where^e'er the Branch depending fpread^ 
Peel'd Boughs, or AHien Poles, or Stakes with Porky Heads i 
Supported Thm^ they brave the Tempeft's Rage^ 
And dimb the lofty Ibn from Stage to Stage. 

i^arge fimo ftrngm, tr nrnlta menm eccuu terra .* 
utmt t^dem btbrnhmtt sntfynalentes infode amhss. 
Inter $mm Uketltm «}»«, tumifcpu fMk 
HalitMS : atqn4 ommM tcUent fata. Jamqne referth 
^Ifd faxo fiitert aUtne ingenti pondere teftm 
Urgtreat : hoc effips mmnimen ad mkret : 
Hoc, mbi btMicajftm jkdit cams f^fiiftr arv^» 
SemmUns pofitis, fmper^ dtdmcert terrain 
Stpms adcafitat S' dwnsjoQare hidemtis : 
Jimt prejjh fktrtert fthm fi^ vomer e, & if fa 
TleQere lm^a$ttis mur vineta jmveneot, 
Tmn levit caUmos ^ rajk lufftUia virga> 
Fraxiueapfue d^tare frdiStfrnteafqne bkomes : 
Viribus entti amarmmp ^ comtemuere ventes 
^dfmfcantifiimm^que fefmi talmlaUfer nbnes^ 

For what remains, in Depth of Bsrth feeore 
c c Thy cover'd Plants, and dung with hot Ma^mt *$ 4^/ 

And Shells and Gravel in tbe Ground endofe ; 

For thro' their hollow Chinks the Water flows : 

Which, thus imbib'd, returm m itUfty Dews, 

And fieamine up, the rifmg Plane ren<?Rr|. 

Svme Hmhanamen of late have fimnd tfte IVd^ *>/ 4S0 

w^ hiUy Heap of Stones above to lay, ^ 

And prefs the Plants with Sherds o£ Potters Clay. ' 

This Fence, againft immediate Rain they found : 
<ft Or when the Dog- Star cleaves th« thirny Ground* 

Be mindful when thou jiaft intemb'd the Shoot, 4.8/ 

cc With Store of Earth around to feed the Root ; 

With Iron Teeth of Rakes and Prongs, to move 

The crufted Earth, and loofen it aSove. 

Then exercife thy fturdy Steers to plow 

Berwixt thy Vines, and teach thy fe«?ble'Row 490 

To mount on Reeds, and Wands, and upwards Ied». 

On A/hen Poles to raife their forky Head. 

On thefe new Crutches let them Itaru to walk, 

•Till fwerving upwards, with a fironger Stalk 

T|icy brave the Winds, and, clinj^ing to their Guides 4py 

0» tops of Elms at lengtH tnumphdnt ride. But 



'J 

But whil ft the /nr^^z-Ja^/fir only bears ■ 

The new-born Leaf^ indulge his tender Years ; 
Artd when the Bof^is in fprightly Pride appear^ 
Let loofe the Reins, and wanton in the Air ; 
Nor yet thy Pruncr try ; but gently pull 
The roving Shoots, and hurtful Branches cull : 

Sut when anon They tour with manly Grace, 
nd clafp the friendly Elm in clofe Embrace; .*' 

Then flnp Their Arms, Then clip the ftraggling Lock, j 
^yui now Tiey (hrunk and trembled at the Hooky v 

Now muft You rule, and make them feel the Stroke. . j 

Next weave a ftubborn IVoody Feme around ; 
And keep pernicious Cattle from the Ground, 
Chiefly when tender Shoots at firft appear, 
Hardlhips 4od Toil as yet anfit to bear : 

jlt^ dum prima novis adohfctt frond'tbus atas^ 
Parcendum teneris : ^ dumje Utus ad auras 
Palmes afft^ laxisper purum tmmijfus hahenis^ 
I^a acies nondum falcis tentanda^ fed unc'ts 
Carpenda m ambus jrondes^ Inter c^ue legends. 
Inde ubi jam vaVtdls amplexa ftlrpibus ulmos 
Exierinty turn ftringe comas ^ inm brachta tonde^ 
Ante reformidant ferrum : turn dens que dura 
Exerce imperial (^ ramos compefce pucntis. 
Texendiie fepes et'tam^ isf pecus omne tenendum : 
Pradpue dum frons tenera imprudenfjue laborum ': 

But in their tender Nmage, while they fprcad 
Their fpringing Leafs, and lift their Infant Head, 
And upward while they (hoot in open Air, 

Indulge their Childhood, and the Nurfeiing fparei fpm 

Nor exercife thy Rage on new-bom Life, 
But let thy Hand fupply thy pruning Knife 5 
And crop luxuriant Stragglers, nor be loth 
To Urip the Branches fk their leafy Growth ; 
But when the rooted Vines, with fteady Hold, fef 

Can cl^ their Elms, then Husbandman be bold 
To top the difobedient Boughs, that ftray'd 
Beyond their Ranks: let crooked Steel invade 
The lawlefs Troops, which Difcipline difclaim, 
:sAnd their fuperfluous Growth with Rigouf tame. /lO 

Next, fenc'd with Hedges and deep Ditches round. 
Exclude th' incroaching Cattle from thy Ground, 
While yet the tender Gems but juft appear, 
Vaable to fuflain th' uoGBCtain Yearj 

F \^ 
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In parching Summer^ and in Winter-Snows, ^ 

IVild Beafts and wanton Goats infult the Bonghs, > 

And Sheep and hungry Heifers feed the Infcious Brow2e.3 
Not hoary Frojis^ not all the Dint of Cold 
That hardens into Stone the yielding Mould, 
Not raging Heats^ that pierce thro' thirfty Rocks, ^ 

Make loch deilrudive Havock as tbofe Flocks^ v 

With fuch invenom'd Teeth they fear the fappy Stocks. J 
*Tis for this Crime the Goat a Viaim lies, \ 

Wherever facred Flames to Bacchtu rife ; r 

And Hence Old Sports began, a Goat the Prize. ^ 

For This th* Athenian Race produced their PAjyx, 
In crowded Villages and croffing Ways ; 
And fome the puft-up Skin befmearM with Oil, 
And in their merry Cups ieapM o^er the greafy Spoil. 

C/sr/, fuper indignas hiemeSy folemque potentem^ 
Silvejires uri ajftdue capreaque fequaces 
Mudunt : pafcuntur oves avidteque juvenc<e. 
Frigora nee tantum cana concreta pruina^ 
A ut gravis incumbens fcopulis arentibus aftas^ 
Quantum illi nocueregregesj durique venenum 
Dentis^ isf admorfo J&nata injiirpe cicatrix. 
Non aliam ob culpam oaccho ca^er omnibus oris 
Civditur^ £«f veteres ineunt projcoenia ludi : 
• Praimiaque ingentis pagos Jj compita circum 
T\{tit\i2i pofuercy atque inter pocula lati 
MoUtbus tn pratis unSios faluere per utres. 
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Whofe Leaves are not alone foul Hunter's Trey^ fif 

But oft by Summer Suns are fcorch'd away 3 

And wurfe than both, become th'unworrhy Browze 

Of Bu£Falo's, Salt Gears, and hungry Cows, 

Var not December'/ Froft that bums //;« Boughs ^ 
c< Nor Dog-days parching Heat, that/pHts the Rocks, 
u Arc half fo harmful as the greedy Flocks ; 
ic Their venom 'd Bite, and Scars indented on the Stocks.- 

For this the Malefaftor Goat was laid 

On Bacchus' Altar, and his Forfeit paid. 

At Athens thus old Comedy began, ^if 

Whai round the Streets the reeling Aiders ran; 

In Country Villages, and crofling Ways, 

Contending for the Prizes of their Plays : 

Am) glad, with Bacchus^ on the graffy SovV, 
Ugp'd ocr the Skins o^ Goatt bcfmea^T'd wViVi 0\\. sv^ 
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Thus the Remains of Troy^ Aufonian Swains, 
Perform their noify Rites in uncouth Strains ; 
Each frightful Face is cut from hollow Rind, -s ^ 

With Songs to Bacchus in full Concert join'd, C. 

They ride on Swings fufpended in the Wind. j 

Hence bleft with mighty Stores each Vineyard grows, *> 
And ev*ry Fale^ or it/7/, with Clujlers flows, > 

Where'er the God his gracious Looks bellows. J 

Then We of Bacchus will refound the Praifc, 
In antient, folemn, tributary Lays : 
Let Cakes in Chargers, and a Hallow*d Goat, 
Dragged by the Horns, be to his jihars brought : 
Before the Hearth ^ where fragrant Clouds afcend, ^ 

With chofen Entrails Hazel Spits (hall bend. 

Nee mn Aufbnii, Troja gens miffa^ coloni 

Verjibus incomtis ludunt^ rifuque foluto ; 

Oraque corticihus fumunt horrenda cavatss : 

Et te^ Bacche, vacant per carmina lata^ tibique 

Ofcilla ex aha fufpeudunt mollia pinu, 

Hinc omnis largo pubefcit vinea fcetu : 

Complentur vallefque cava fait ufque profundi^ 

Et quocumque Deus cirfum caput egtt honejiutsd. 

Ergo ritejHum Baccho. dicemHs honor em 

Carminibus patriis^ lancefqtte iff libaferemus ; 

Et du^us cornu fiabit facer htrcns adaram^ 

Pinguiaque in verubus torrebimus exta colnrnis. ^ 
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Thus Roman Youth, deriv'd from ruin'd Trcy^ 

In rude Saturnian Rhymes cxprcfs their Joy i 

With Taunts, and Laughter loud, their Audience plca(e, 

pcfbrm'd with Vizards, cut from Barks of Trees : 

In jolly Hymns they praife the God of Wine, "^ ^jj 

fVhcfe Earthen Images adorn the Fine i 

And there are hung on high, in Honour of the Vine ; 

ji Madnefs fo devout the Vineyard fills* 

In hollow Valleys and on rifing Hills ; 

On whatever Side he turns his honcft Face, f^o 

And dances in the Wind, thofe Fields are in his Grace. 

To Bacchus therefore let us tune our Lays, 

And in our Mother Tongue refound his Praife, 

Thin Cakes in Chargers, and a guilty Goat, 

Dragg'd by the Horns, be to his Altars brought ; ^^f 

Whole oftcr'd Entrails ihall his Crime reproach. 

And drip their Fatncfs from the HaZiCl-Bro^clu 



id ^/^<?/L's HusBANDitr: 

Another Labour muft be now begun, 
For Something to the rwe muft ftifl be done ; 
And thrice and four times, an eternal Toil ! 
With Ploughs and Harrows yearly tear the Soil, 
And eafe the Vitteyard of its leafy Spoil. 
The Peafant*8 Labour round a Circle leads. 
And with the Tear on his own Steps he treads. 

When now the Vine her Leaves refigns at lad ; 
When Northern Winds defcend with furious Blalt, 
Roar thro' the Groves, and all their Honours wafte ; 
Ev'n then the painful Hind ejTtends his Care, 
With prudent Forefight to the coming Year : 
He feeks the Vine which he had juft torfook. 
And cuts, and prunes, and fliapes it With his Hook. 






Efl etiam ilk labor curanJis vitibus alter : 

Cut numjuam exhauftifatis eft. Namfue orHHe fuetanms 

T'erfue quaterque folum fcinJenduthy glehaque verfis 

JEternum frangenda bidentibm ; ornne levandum 

Fronde nemusi Redit agricoHs labor atSus in orbent^ 

Atque in Je fua per veftigia vohitur annus, 

Et jam olim feras pvfuit cum 'vinea frondisj 

Frigidus ^ fylvis aquilo decujfit honor em , 

'Jam turn acer cur as venientem extendit in annum 

Rufticus^ isf curvo Saturni dente reliSam 

Perfequitur vitem attondens^ fingitque putando* 



To drcfs thy Vines new Ls^ur is requir'd» 
J^cf muft the fainful Hmtandman be sir'd : 

For thrice, at lead, in Compafs of the Year, fj^t 

^ Thy Vmeyard muft employ the fturdy Steer 

To turn the Glebe,- bcfides thy daily Pain 
To break the Clods, and make the Surface plain : 
T* unload the Branches, or the Leaves to thiq. 
That fuck th*e vital Moifture of the Vine. fj^f 

Thus in a Circle runs the Peafant's Pain, 
And the Year rolls within itfclf again, 
Ev'n in the lowift Months, when Storms have (hed 
From Vines the hairy Honowrs of their Head ; 
Not then the drudging Hind his Labour ends i 560 

But to the coming Year his Carr extends 5 
Ev'n 



then the naked Vine htferftcutesi 
His pruning Knife at (^ce nffm^ and cufu 



Be 



} 



VIRGlL'i HusiAkDHY. it 

Be Ftffi to trench the Ground^ be Brfi to htrm 
The Refufe OflT-cuts : Firft the Poles return 
Beneath thy Roof : Thefe Toils require your Hafle ; 
But flill to reap ymr Fi0fage be the Loft. 
Twice with pernicious Shade the Fhes abound. 
Twice Weeds and Bulhes cover all the Ground ; 
Both thefe by Turns inceflant Toil Create ; 
Commend a large^ but Till afinaU Eftate. 

Nor muft you not the binding Pmrte prepare ; 
Nor muft not Reeds and Sallows be your Care ; 
For Tbdt to Woods, for Tifefe to Mreams repair, 
Now the f^ifte bound, and now tbe Hook laid down, 
Now joyfri Songs the finifliM Labours crown : 
Yet muft the Peafant move the Earth again, 
And drudge and fwelcer in the dufty Plain. 
At laft the Dread fucceeds to all this Toil : 
JLeft Surnu or lUi^s the mellow Vintage fpoi). 

PrifMST humum fodito^ primus deveAa cremato 
Sarmenta^ et vallos primus fuh teSla referto : 
Poftremsts metito. Bis vitibus ingruit umbra : 
JEHsfigetem denjis ohducunt fentibus herba^ 
Durus userque labor. Laudato ingemia rura : 
Exiguum colitOp Necnon etiam ajpera rufci 
Vimina per fyhaftt^ ^ ripis fluvialis arundo 
Caditur, incukique exercet curafaliSi. 
Jam vin3a vites : jamfalcem atbufta reponunt : 
yam canit extremos effatus vinitor antes. 
Sollicitanda tamen tetlus^ puhifque movendus^ 
Etjam maturrs metuendus Juprcer uvis. 

Sc firft to dig the Ground, be firft to burn 
The Branches lopt, and firft the Props return 
iflfb^ thy Houfe, that bore the burtkeiTd Vims , 
But latt to reap the Vintage «f thy WiAes. 



S6s 



Twice i» the Year luxuriant Leaves o'erlhade 
Th* inciknbcr*d Vine, rotfgh Brambles twice \nvade : 
Hard Labour both ! commend the large Excefs 
of loaciious Vinejrards ; culdVMlfi the lefs. 
BeMeSf in Woods the Shnibi •£ prtckiy Th«m» 
tc Sallows and Reeds, on Banks of Rivers bom. 
Remain^ to cut ; for t^ineyards ufefiil found, ^ ' 
To flay thy Vines, and fence thy froitful Ofoond. ^ 
Nowwifcn thy tender Trees at \«rp^ flrerbcMmds'^ 
When peaceful Vinesfirom PrunHig-Hooks Kthtet^ 
When Itiubands have iurvey'd the laft Degree, V 
And utmofi Files of Plant St and order'd every Tree » ^ i 
iKt/> ^hen they Jmg at Eafe, in full Content^ 
Infidting o'er the Toils they widerwent ; 
Yet ftiU they find a foture Task remain ; 
To turn the Soil, and break theClods again ; 
And after all, their Joys are unfincere. 
While falling Rains oq rij^'^ing Grapes they fear.- 
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Olives quite otherwife no Care demand, 
Nor feek the Harrow, or the pruning Hand ; 
When now their Roots have feixM upon the Mold^ 
And firm againft the Storm they keep their Hold : 
The E<ir^A Herfelf the Plants fupplies with Juice, 
If crooked Teeth once make her surface loofe : 
But Floods of Oil from fwelling Berries flow, 
If Ploughs unlock her richer Soil below ; 
Nourifli with Thefe the Olive's kind Increafe, 
Fatted of Fruits, an4 Harbinger of Peace. 

Thus too, on vigorqus Trunks when Apples grow. 
And feel t\it foreign Strengtlf in ev*ry Bough ; 
With their own Strength they drive to reach the Skies ; 
And little do they want of our Supplies. 



Contra ; non ulla eft Oleis eultura ; neque ilia 
Procurvam expeSant falcem raftrofque tenaces^ 
Cum femel hajerunt arvis^ aurafque tulerunt. 
Ivfa fatis tellusj cum dente recluaitur unco^ 
oufficit humorem^ £5' gravidas cum vomere fruges ; 
Hoc pinguem isf placitam Paci nutritor olivant. 
Poma quoque^ utprtmum truncos fenfere valentis^ 
Et vires hahuerejuas^ ad Jidera raPtim 
Vi propria nituntur^ ^pffqtte baudtndiga n^r<^ 



^mte offdfite tp thefe are Olives found, 

Ntf T>rtjpng they require, and dread no Wound % 

Ko Rakes nor Harrows need, but iix'd below, 

Rejoice in open Air» and unconcernedly grow. 

The Soil itfelf due NouriHiment fupplies : /90 

Plough but the Furrows, and the Fruits ariie : 

Coiicent with fmall Endeavours, 'till they iprin^. 

Soft Peace they figure, and fweet Plenty bring : 

Then Olives plant, and Hymns to Vams (ing. 

Thus Apple-Trees, whofe Trunks arc ftrong to bear $^y 

Their fpreading Boughs, exert themfelves in Air s 
Want no Supply, but fhnd fe^re alone, 
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l^dtt trufi'mg Foreign Forces^ but their own : >- 

Till with the ruddy Freight the bending Branches groan. J 

Noi; 



I 
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Nor rifes all the numerous Far^-iS^r^y 
CIoathM with lefs Plenty, or inferior Grace : 
There evVy Shrub bends down his loaded Head, 
And unpruT^d AvPrys ihine in Dazling Red, 

The Cytifusj with condant Verdure crownM, 
Oft feels the Hook, and (hoots at evVy Wonnd. 

The Pine gives Torches from his lofty Head, 
And Winter-Hearths, with unduous Fuel fed, 
Pour out their Blaze, and fparkling Glitter fpread. 

And does the Swain ftill doubt, and ftill forbear. 
To Plants and Set^ and Cultivate with Care } 
But can fuch mighty Things fuch Urging want ? 
The IVillow and the Furze^ an humble Plant ! 
To Husbandmen afford no trivial Aid ; 
Tha$ to the Sheep gives FooJ^ to Shepherds Shade : 
This covers with urong Lines the wealthy Fields, 
And early Father to the Bee-fold yields. 

Nee minus interea fcetu nemus omne grave fcit^ 
Sanguineifjue inculta rubent aviaria baccis. 
Tondentur Cytifiy tadasjilva alta miniftrat^ 
Pafcunturque ignes nodittmi, (*f lumina fundunt. 
Et dubitant homines ferere^ atque imfendere cur am ? 
Quid majora fequar ? falices humilefque genijine^ 
jfut ilia pecori frondem^ aut fajioribus umbras 
Sujficiunt : fefemque fatis^ & pabula me Hi. 



<■ *■ Thus Trees of Nature, and each common Bufh, 6oe 

< (- Uncultivated thrive, and with red Berries bluih. 

Vtle Shrubs an/homfer Browti : The tom*rmg Height 

CfmUhtom Trees are Torches for the Night, 

And fhall we doubt, (indulging eafy Sloth,) 

To fbw, to fet, and to reform their Growth ? 60 f 

To leave the k>fty Plants s the lowly Kind 

Are for the Shepherd, or the Sheep defign'd. 

Ev'n humble Broom and OHers have their Ufe, 

And Shade for Sheep, and Food for Flocks produce i 
cc Hedges for Corn, and Honey for the Bees ; 61^ 

Befides the pleaGng Profjpcd of the Trees. 

How 
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How pleafing to the Sigbl Cy$0r0$ looks ! 
Flowing in gentU Waves of livid Box. 
How foft ! how folemn is NariM% Shade ! 
Where Pitchy Qrovfs the gloomy Skies invade^ 
What lovely Scenes in defect Lawtfs appear ! 
New, to the Harr(nu\ Toll, or Ptafgnf^ Care- 
Even naked Fmr^fis on C^mc^ifiam Rocks, 
Worn with the raging Esft\ eternal Shocks, 
Here (hiver'd Ltcfibs He fcatter'd all around. 
And there huge Trunks extended on the Ground ; 
Yet Tiejej even Tiefe^ convenient Stores produce^ 
A various Timber for a various Ufe : 
Tall Pines for Fefels : For thefta$efy Aam 
Cyprefs^ and Cedar^ with its firong Perfume : 
From Henee the Traveller his Char$o$ cielsf 
From Hence the thrifty Peafant oris bis IVbeels^ 
And Hence the Sailor fceks his beading Kak^ 

Et juvat mndantem bnxo fpeilare Cyforum^. 
tisLtycixqne.picis lucos : juvat arva vijgre^ 
Non raftrisy iominmm nom uUi obmoxia cnra. 
Ipfe CzMoi&o fteriles in vertice fylv^^ 
\as animofi Enri affidue franguntque^ fersmtquif 
)ant alios aliafatus : dant utile lignum 
Navigiis finosj domihus cedrumque cufrejfefqui. 
Hinc radios trivere rotis^ bin c tympana plaujbrii 
jIgricoUj ^ pandas ratibus pofuere carinas. 



How goodly looks Cyterus ever green 

With Boxen Groves j with what Delight are ft^ 

Nary cf an Woods tfFitch, whofi glomiy Shade 

Seems for Retreat of Heav'nl^ Mufes made I 6tf 

But much more pleaiing are thoCe Fields to fee^ 

That need not Ploughs, nor human Induftry. 

£v*n cold Caucafean Bjicks and T^us are ffreadi 

And wear green Forefts en their hilfy Head. 

Tho* bending from the Blafl of Eafiern Storms, 6a d 

7hd fhent their Leaves, and ftatter'd are their Armsi 

Yet Heav'n their various Tlants for Ufe defigns: 

For Houies Cedars, and for Shipping Pines. 

Cyprefi provides for Spokes, and Wheels of Wains : 

Jnd all fir Keels rf Ships^ that fconr the wafty flams. , 6%f 

The 
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The biiiciiQg 9fyt 9^^m%^ %\m^%m% 9vod4 r 
And Elms for Cattle yield a l^zSf Foqd 1 
For War the Myrtlf^ and Ae QotimH gr^v^ 
And Parthians bend the 2Wi)f-^r^r intei £lat«&f* 
Ifor will the. iiHQOth-miVd Lhmj om B^ ii&ttn 
The Rounding C^ffe^ qx the HolFowing; Bkuei: 
Qr feeble ^/^(?r/ dread th- imfMttUQils Tide, 
But lightly skim, the J^^ atid Qa his Sutgea ride : 
Nor will not M^Ji rep^'r to mouldHriag Ooif ; 
Tjft^r^ raife their Celhy and hide their Z>arliiig!!r«baai># 
, Gives Bacchus ought te wwttby. qf Afflai^ ? . , 

?is G////, of huA Ills ^he frequent Cauie, 
urnM into Wars the folemn Marriage- Feafis^ 
And arm'd with mighty Bowls the Kindred Guefts. 



At myrtui %i0U4^ bafltlilms^ bf t<^»A Mk 
Cornus * ltji9i®%$axiiorf9t€Mtur m atrern. 
Nee tili<e kvfs^ ^ tmn^M^Ufi bif^fW^ 
No9§ forma)>p 0ecifi^Mt^ ferifoq^t catiattStwr at^fbl 
Necnon ^ torjf^fUfim mmdam Umis usmfaf ab^us^ . 
M'tjfa Pado : tteenon^ apes eMamiw^ coi^u^ 
Cortieibufque cavss vhiofeque ilicis alveoi 
Quid memorandum aque Baccheia dona tulerunt \ 
Bacchus ^ ad culpam AM^I d$4ii>^ iHi fyfef^fh 

Centauros lethck-dmuii^ Rb«|iifnf«M, P(ipliimf##> 
Et magno Hylsum Lapitkis eroHre mivoffffm. 



Willows in Twigs are frfiitfuU Elms iiy Leaves, 

The War from ftubborn Myrtle Shafts recdyvs : 

From Cornels Jav'Iins i and tlie tQUgher Yew 

Receives the bending Figure pf a Bpw. 

Nor Boy, nor Lin^^s, wi^hdjit th^ir Ui^ afe m^i 7 ^i^ 

Smootb-grain'd, and prcqjcr for f he Turper's Trade i 

Which curious Haftd^ n^ay^arVje,and 5teel with EaiS? invade. 

Light Alder ftetns the Fo*^ impetuot;!^ Tid^, 

And Bees in hollow Oaks their Honey hide. 

New SalUnee with thefe Qifts. th futnf Jejs 6^f 

Of Him, attended with eternal Hoife, 

IVme ur^d to lawkfs Luft the CentautV Train^ 

H/nf Wfie thy quarrePdf and thro* IVtm werejlain* 

0} 
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O ! happy Sw«ins ! did they theif Blifs but know ! 
To whom the Emtb^ released from all the Woe 
Of Civil Broils^ gives with a libVal Hand 
Am esfy PUnty^ at thetf juQ Demand. 

What if no lofty PHe, with haughty TowVs^ ^ 

A waving Throng, thro* evVy Paiiage ponrs, C 

Of humble Waiters in the Mormng-howrs ? j 

What i£ no Tortoife-Scales racrufting Wood, 
Nor Coriu$b'*s Brafi amaxe the gaping Crowd ? 
If no Broesded Hangings drefs the Room ? • ^ 

Nor Tyrisn Pm-pU ftain the Milk-white Loom ? C, 

Nor CaJJia taint pure Oil with ftrong Perfume ? j 



fortunatos nimium^ fua Ji bona ndrint^ 
Agricolas ! quibus ipfa^ Procnl difcordibns armis^ 
Andit bumofacilem viaum jffftiffima tellus. 
Si non ingentem foribus domus atta fuperbis 
Mane fatutantum totis vomit aMbns undam ; 
Nee varios inbiant pmlebra teftndine poftes^ 
Inltifafjue auro vefteSj EphyvekLjHe ara ^ 
Alba neane Apyrio fncatur (ana veneno^ 
Nee eajia liquidi eorrumpitur ufus Olivi : 



O happy, IT he knew his happy State f 

The Swain, whOf free from Bufinefs and Deboiti 64^ 

Receives his eafy Food from Nature's Hand, 

And juft Returns from cultivated Land ! 

No Palace, with a lofty Gate, he wants, 

T* admit the Tides of early Vifitants, 

JVtih eager Eyes duvewringt as they fafs^ ^^y 

The breathing Figures of Cer'mthian Brafs. 

No Statues threaten^ from high Tedeftals -y 

No Ferfian Arras hides his homely Walls*. 

With Antick Vcfts j which thro' their ftcady Fold>. 

Btsraj the Streaks of iU-diJfembled Gold, ^/o 

He boafts no Wool whoie native White U iy*d 

With Purple Poifon of AJfyrian Pride, 

No coftly Drugs of Araby defile, 

With foreign Scents, the Sweetnefs of his OIL 

Yet 
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Yet fraudlefs InnoceDCc, and peaceful Reft, 
Unbounded Phunst with endlefs Riches bleft. 
Yet Caves, and living Sfrings, and airy Glades^ 
And the ibft Lowe of Kim, and Heeuy ^Mkles 
Are never wanting : There WtU Herm abpund* 
And Xouth inur'd to Tbil and Jhrift are fo|ind. 
And Aged Sires rever'd» and jfUas^s crown'd : 
There yu/iice left, when She foribok Mankind, 
The lail Impreflions of Her Steps behind. 

But the bright Misfis are my only Care ; 
Smit with the Love of Vcrfe their Wreaths I bear \ 
May they to mf the Stony Tracks make known s 
The Sun's Difbefs, and Labours of th^ Mom: 
Whence the Earth y^4:ef : By what Impulse the Mam 
Swells tow'ring up: ^nd on Her £blf £nks back agaia : 

Atfecwra fniesy ^ n^da fmlUre vita. 
Dives tfmm variarttm, at latis otia fwuUs, 
S^elmicat vivinne lacust at ffifida Tempe» 
Afttjgitmfyiie komfff, moilef^fiA arborejimni 
Nut at/imt, lUic faltus ac Infhra ferarim, 
Et fatiens eperwni parvo^ affneta jmventus. 
Sacra De&m, fan£liftie patres : extremaper ilks 
Jit/^tia excedens terris vfjiigiafetit. 
Me veroprimMm dmUes ante omnia Mm ft, 
§jtarmn facra fero ingenti percttjfms amore, 
Acdpiant ; cttl^ue viast ^ fidtra monjlrent: 
Defeifus jolts varhs, Inna^ue labores .* 
Unde tremor terris : ana hi mariaalta tnmefcant 
Obidbns rmptis, rftrfesfjne in feipfa refsdent : 

But eafy Ouict, a fccure Recreac, ^f 

A harmlefs Life, that knows not how to cheat ; 

With home-bred Plenty the rich Owner blefs. 

And rural Pleafures crown his Happineft. 

Unvex'd with Quarrels> undifturb'd with Noiie> 

The Country J^np his peaceful Realm enjtys : ^^^ 

Cof)l Grou> and living Lakes, the Flow'ry Pride 

Of Meads> an4 Streams that thro' the Valley glide ; 

And fliady Groves that eafy Sleep invite9 

And after toilfome Days, a foft Repofe at Night. 

Wild Bcafts of Nature in his Woods abound j .66/ 

And Youth, of Labour patient> plough the Qround> 

Inur'd to Hard(hip> ana to homely Fare. 

Nor venerable Age is wanting th^re, 

In great Examples to the youthful Train : 

Nor are the Gods ador'd with Rights prophane, 670 

From hence Afirea rook her Flight, and here 

The Prints of her departing Steps appear. 
Ye Sacred Mules, with whofc Beaur^ fir'd» 

My Soul is ravilh'd, and my Brain inipir'd : 
*■*- Whofe Pricft I am,>vhofe holy Fillets wear ; ^JS 

Wo^'d you your Poet's firft Petition hear ; 

Civ'e me the Ways of wand'ring Stars to know ; 

The Depths of Heaven above, and Earth below. 

Teach me the various Labours of the Moon, 

And whence proceed th* EcHpf^ of the Sun. 680 

•-<- Whv flowing Tides prcvai\ upon the Ma'^n, 
c <. Ana in what dark Kccefs they flirink agaioi, 

G i Thejr 
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Why Ifltfter Suns hfttte d6Wn Wtth tftpld Flight, 
And what Delay retards the Htlgnng Night. 

But if my heavy Genius ftrives in vain 
To fearch out Nature^ and her /fojfi// attain : 
In Fields and wat'ry Valleys let tne rove ! 
Rivers and IVoods inglorious may I love I 
O ! where, Taygeta^ are thy facted Shades^ 
Refounding with the Soilf^s of Spar^dn Maids f 
O Sperchius ! O ye fair Tkefvtian Plains ! 
Ye FaleSy ye C^c^ng Groves^ where H<efnus refgfis ! 
O by what Hand, to ifioft Ueft Stms txjnvtey'd, 
Shall I protefied flahd with nU tMY Shade ? 

Happy the Mat) ! who vtrs'd in Ndtmr^s Laws 
Of her EffkAs can trace the wondrous Xlau^ \ 
Who without Fear his certain Fntt cart meet, 
And trample Death itfelf beneath his Feet. 

>uidtantuin Oceano proper ent fe tingere files 

tiberni^ vel qua tardts mora noSihus ^ifi^t* 
Sin, has ne pojjifn Haturce excederefartts^ 
Frigidus obftiterit circum pracordiafanguis ; 
Rura tnihi ^ riguis placeant in vallibus amnes ; 
Flumina amem Jylvafque iuglorius* 0, ubi tamfi^ 
Sperchiufj'iy^, & virginihus bacchata (^acsnis 
Taygeta; 6 qui me geti^s in vallibus Hsmi 
Siflaty iff ingenti ramorum protege i^ntbru I 
Falixy qui potuit rerum cognofcere caufas : 
jitque metus omnes ^ inexorahile fatum 
Suhjecit pedibus, ftrepkumqut Achcrontls ofvari ! 

What iliakes the folid Earth, What Caufc delays 

The Summer Nights, and fliortens Winter-Days, 

But if ray heavy Blood rellrain the Flight ^ 6$/ 

Of my free Soul, afpiring to the Height V 

Of Nature, and unclouded Fidds of Light : 3 

My next Dejke ij» void of Care and Strife, 

T9 lead a foft, fecure, inglorious Life, 

A Country Cottage near a Cryftal Flood 9 6^0 

A winding Valley and a lofty H^ood, 

Some God condudl me to the facred Shades, 

Where Bacchanals are fung by Spartan Maids. 

Or* lift me high to Hemus hilly Crown i 

Or in the Plains of Tempe lay me 4ovn : 6$f 

Or lead me tofome folitary Place, 

And cover my Retreat from human IRaee, 

Happy the Man, who, fludying Nature's Laws, 
Thro* known EfFedls can trace the fccrct Caufc. 
His Mind poffcffing, in a quiet State, "^^^ 

h^rlcfs of fortune, and r^figp'd to tw* ^^ 
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And happy He, Who httitft^ the Atif^l Gods^ 
Pan^ and Sylvdfttn^ ftlid the ttymfbs Abodes ; 
^o Noife^ or Pomp difiutb his calm Retrta ; *) 

The Train€ of PrittCefi, ot A€^ Jteirfj of Statc^ 4. 

And Brothers tearing crdthers to be Great: } 

Nor Trcafons^ nor Itimfi^m ftota afkr. 
The Z>tfWtf» from the DmtBtdft theent^tiitig War, 
Nor Ronteh A flkirs^ nor any RrnxdofH^s Docm 
Diflra£t his Mind : Atound hts peacefhl Home 
Nor Pity, nor ev'n Etivy can be found, 
There none for Wkmt repine, and none ahmnJ* 
What Fruh the Trecs, what Grdt^ the Fields produce 
Spontaneoufly, he gathers for his Ufe ; 
Nor knows the ^m, ot HarMips of the Law ; 
Nor e'er the noify iB^r's Coofuiion faw. 

J^ortunatus $3? /7/f, Dcos qui novtt agrefles^ 
Fznzqucj SyWfitwitnjfiejeHetff^ l!^ytt\ph'Si{qfie firorfs I 
Ilium mn pdpnti fafces^ nenturpnra regMin 
Flcxifj' tf iPtfid^s agifaws dijcordia fratres ; 
Aut coftjurdi9 dffiendtm Dacus ai IftrO : 
Non res Romance, ptritnruque regna : neque ilti 
Am dotmt mifirans imptm^ aut invidit hahentu 
Qms rathi frfiSus^ quos ipfa volentid rura 
Sponte tnlert fua^ cnrpfit : nee ferna jura^ 
Infanumqut firum^ ant poputi taiularia vidit, 

Aad happy too i$ he, who decks the 6ow*rs 

Of Sylvans, and adored the Rural Pow'rs : 

Whofe Mind, unmov'd, the Bribes of Courts can Cte s 

Their gh'tt'ring Baits, diid Purple Slavery. 7«j 

Nor hopes the People's Praife, nor fears their Frown, *> 

^CTf when contend'mg Kindred tear the Cr^wn, y- 

WJifet up ene> or pull aw/ther devon, j 

Without Concern he hears, but hears from fat» 
Of Tumults, and Defcents, and diflant War : 710 

Nor -with a Superftitieus Fear is aw^d. 
Tor what befaU at Heme, or what Abroad, 
Nor envies he the Rich their heapy Store, 
fJor Ins own Veace difturhs, with Pity fir the Poor, 

c^He feeds on Fruits, which, of their own Accord, 7 if 

<c The willing Ground, and laden Trees afford. 
From his bv*d Home no Lucre can him draw i 
The Senate's mad Decrees he never faw 5 
^ffF bpard at bawlipg pars c<]?yyujtci\jw* 
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Sotiie the deaffFaves in feeble Fejffels court ; 
Some fearlefs of the Si¥ord to Camps refort : 
Others themfelves by artful, hidden Ways^ 
Thnift into Courts j and there inflave their Days : 
He mcerly for the Plunder facks a Town, 
And ev'ry helplefs Houfhold God melts down, 
To drink in fome prodigious Gem^ and lie 
On downy Quilts, twice flain'd with Tyriau Die ; 
He in the Earth i^tombs his Golden Ore, 
And then fits brooding on his hidden Store : 
He in the Roftrum lifts to Heaven his Eyes, 
Ama^M, confounded, fpeechlefs with Surprize. 
He plies the Stage for Fan(^e, and trembling (lands, 
'Till the whole Houfe refound with clapping Hands ; 
They in their Kindred Blood their Daggers (lain. 
Renounce their Country for their impious Gain, 
And feek in diftant Climes for Reft, in vain* 

Soflifitant alii renfis fir eta caga, ruuntfta 

In f err urn ; penetrant aulas ^ limina regum : 

Hie petit excidiis urhem, mijerofque Penates, 

Ut gemma bibat, ^ Sarrano dormiat oftro, 

Condit opes alius, defojfoque incubat auro^ 

Hie Jiupet attonitus rojiris : hunc plaufus hiantem 

Per cuneos (geminatur enim) plebifque patrumque 

Corripuit : gaudent perfuji fanguine Jratrum, 

Exjilioque domos f^ dulcia limina mutant ; 

jitque alio patriam quarunt fubfole jacentem^ 

Some to the Seas, and fome to Camps rcfbrt, 7119 

And fome with Impudence invade the Courts 

In foreign Countries others feek Renown ; 

With Wars and Taxes others wafte their own, 

^ind HQufes burn, and HovtfhoIdGods deface. 

To drink in Bowls, which glitt'ring Gems enchaft : J%j^ 

To loll on Couches, rich with Citron Steds, 

And lay their guilty Lrimbs in Tyrian Beds. 

This Wretch in Earth intombs his Golden Ore, 

Hov'ring and brooding on his buried Store, 

Some. Patriot Fools to popular Praife a(pire, 7J0' 

Of Pubiick Speeches, which worfe Fools admire. 

While from both Benches, with redoubled Sounds, 

Th* Afplaufg of Lords and Commoners abounds. 

Some thro' Ambition, or thro' Third of Gold, 

Have (lain their Brothers, or their Country fold; 7J^ 

And leaving their fweet Homes, in Exile run 

To Lands that lie beneath another Sun. 

^ The 
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The SwMH ^ith h\t bent Plough turns o'er the Soil ; 
Henct of thd Circling Tear the conlknt Toil : 
Hetut to His Country, to His Children Hence^ 
To Flocks and Herds He does their Food dilpenfe, 
And to His faithful Steers a bounteous Maintenance; : 
Nor refts the Tear : But ftill with Fruit abounds, 
Or vaft Increase of Herds ; or loads the Grounds 
With Piles unnumber'd of promifcuous Grain, 
Suhdues the Barns, and Triumphs on the Plain. 
A Storm defcends : Sieyonian Berries feel 
The nimble Poundings of the clattering Steel : 
The falling Acorns ruftle in the Wood, 
And Swine run Homewards chearful with their Food : 



Agficola incurvo terrain Mmovit aratro. 
nine anni labor : hinc patriafn pafvofque nepotes 
Sidtinet^ hinc armenta bounty merit ofque juvencos. 
Nee requiesj quin aut pomis exuberet annus^ 
Aut fatu pecorum^ aut Cerealis mergtte culmii 
Proventuque oneret fulcos^ ataue horrea vincat. 
Venit hyems ; teritur Sicyonia bacca trapetis^ 
Claude fues lati redeunt^ dant arbuta fylvte :f 



The Peafint, innocent of all theft Ills, *^ 

With crooked Ploughs the fertile Fallows tills ; ^ 

And the round Year with daily Labour fills* 3 74^ 

jtttd hence the Country Msrkets are fuffliid^ 

Enough remamsfor Houjhold Charge btfide s 

His Wife, and tender Children to fu^ain» 

And gratefiillj to feed his dumb deferviag Train. 

Nor cenfe Ins Labours^ *tiU the yellow FM 745* 

A fiill Return of horded Harveft yield: 

A Crop fb plenteous, as the Land to load, * 

Overcome the crowded Bams^ and lodge on Kteh abrotU 

Tims iv'rf fev'rd Seafin is emfUy'd : 

Some /pent in Tbil^ and feme in Eafe injey*d. 7f o 

The yeaning Ewes prevent the fpringing Year \ 

The Jaden Boughs their Fruits in Autumn bear : 

*Tis then the Vine her liquid Harveft y'l^ds, 

9ak*d in the Sm-flme ef nfionding fields. 

The 
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The C(ff0 kn WiU^M gi^w frpm flWifrM BcMU'i t ; 
And teeming 4»^Hmm Uyf (k)W9 ^U her StQfcs : 
Whim high on Sttnny Ranks thf CM^rni Vims 
Boils into Juice, and Rfd(}m)s iniQ WiQ«- 
Thus hang the ruidfj^ B^s ^xowi thf Sfonff ; 
The vig'rous OfiTpring of thfi virfooiii Houft : 
With frefh-fpfung V^dwf cv'ry Meiid is crowa'd^ 
The milky L^i^r |r«ils ^pQn the Oronncl, 
And well-fed Jiids in w^ntpn Conob^s t>Q9iid* 
The SwMin Himfelf theiJkUmP F^^fi prcptir^^ 
And with Hif fglhw^tvAW forgets hi% Ciirfs/ 
Lolling at Eafe on matted Gfalfr Hi W^h 
Amid tho Q4is(b the ^fr#^F4i»f^/ arife. 
And evVy Hand a Flowery Crown fupplies. 



I 



Et V4ri9s fomifmm AuHmmm^ y ^ 

Mi$is im i^ri€ss €9qm$Hr vm^mUfifMfs, 

Inttrea Me ft pfplUnt iiffiMm ofimk 9§ti : 

Caft^ piidifiit0m firV4$ d^mus : uhi^a V0fi4 "t 

LaSeq d^mhiwt ; ii9^uefyu0 mgrumn^ U^ 

Inter fe 4ki^rfis luit^ntur f^mius h^edi. 

Ipfe dies agitai feft^^ ; fi^Miue f0r herham^ 

Ignis uhi in medio ^ ^ focii crater a coronant^ 

c 

The W^ter comes, aa<l then tbn ifUling Maft f // 

For grfcdy Swine provides a fiiU R^p^ft. 

The Ofives^ ground in Mills^ thfir Famcis boail, 

jfnd Winter-^rmts tire melkw'd tjl dn |^. 

His CMres are Ms*i with Inttnmls ef Bbfi i 

His little Children climkngfor a HUfi^ f6o 

Uticeime their 'Bather* s hue Ketwm aS tf^hf i 

His ^ithful Bed is crown'd with f hfltte Deh'gkl. 

His Kine with fwelling Udderi itady (kai. 

And, lowing for tiw Pail* iavilt tjl^ Miilccr's Uaad« 

His wanton Kids, with budding Horns prcpar'di f4f 

Fjgbt harmlefs Battles in his hc^^y Yard : 

Himielf in RuAick Pomp on Bp]y'4iay«, 

To Rural Pow'rs a juft OUation pays i 

And on the Green his carckfs Limbs di^ays. 

The Hearth is in the MidA, the Herdfaica foufid 77^ 

The chearfiil Fire, freveke Us Health in GoUets ervmid^ 
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On Thee, Z)7ir*f«/, Parent of the /^f>#, 
He calls alou(;l, and pours Out fparkjing Wine ; 
He bids the HittJs bring forth the Flyiffg Dart^ 
And marks a Tree, where each may ftcw bif Art : 
Or llrip his brawny Sicjes for ronghpr Sport, 
And try his Strength jn ^hcrude T*€i$ni$^C9urt. 

^ucb was, the Life the tntient Sukints led. 
Such Rhemus and His Brother : Timtih^ Head 
Of fam'd Etruria rofc : and Thus did R9m€ 
The dazh'ng Glory of the World become* 



Te Ubans^ Lensce, vdcat^ pecQrifffte nfogiftrh 
Velocps j^eul't eeriaminf ponit in mlm^ ; 
Corporaqne agrefli ftudas pnfdura palijlf4. 
Ham oitm vctercs vitam colutre Sabini ; 
Have Rhemus, £5^ fraur : Jic forth Etruria (nrevii f 
Sf'tlicet i^ rtrumfaita eji puhhrrima Roma, 
[Septemq^if nn^fibi vhhto ^ir^umdedirwrsts.^ 
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He calls on 'Bacchus^ and propouads the Prize : 

The Groom his Fellow-Groom at Buts defies ; 

And bends his Bow, and levels with bif Ey«s. ^ 

Ox ftripr, fojr Wreflling, fmears his Limbs wifli OH, yyj^ 

And watches with a Trip )m Foe to foil. 

Sueh was the Life the frugtl Setkinti kd , 

So Ktmm and his Brother God were bred : 

From whom th' anfin^ Eltrurian ViHm rQ&» 

And this rude Vfe our homely Fathers ch$fi, ySo 

Did Rome from fuch a Race dcrivd bcr Birth, 

C The Seat of Empire, and the conqucr'd Earth ;) 

Which now on fcvr'n high Hills triumphant reigns, 

^'id in that Compafs all the H^orld contains* 

H E'rc 
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£*re the DiSMm King a Scepter fway'd, 
£*te ia^ous Man oa FIdh of Heifcis preyM, 
This was the Lift that Saturm chofe oa Earth, 
And Hcoce the Go/Jen Tears receiv'd their Hith : 
Nor yet thrill Trmmpiii hollow Clangor made. 
Nor Amnh rattled with the hard'ning Blade. 

But We, with difcontina'd Coaifc, have paft^ 
A boQadlefs Space, tmineafQiablj vaR, 
The foaming Steeds are hid in dnslcy Smoke, 
And now 'tis time to eafe them of the Yoke. 



Jiiite ttiam fceptrma DiSzi regis^ td MU 
Imfia ifkam catjisgem tft tpmlata JMvencit, 
Aureuj bams vitam i» terris Saturnns agtbat' 
Netdum etiam tu^trmt imfleri cU^ca, needutH 
Imfofilos duris erefitare intudibus enfes. 
Std not immeHfum jpatiis eciifeeimui aquiir : 
£t jam ttmpKt equAm fmrnantia fihere telU. 



E're SMitm'i Rebel Son ufurpM the Skin, 
When Balls were only fliii) for DacriGce : 
While ffMciffU Crete tnjy'd her mtirn lard, 
E'ne founding Hammers fbrg'<i th' inhumm Sword: 
Vrt hUon Dnuni Jttrt i*M, itfire th* BrtMb 
■ Of hruxM Thunpeti tmii the tteii^ DiMth ,- 
The gtod cU GbJ hii Smgtr Hi »^mitit 
With Rook iml Herbi, and gave the Golden Agci 
" Bur tvtr-Uiiatir'i with fo long a Courfe, 
• c'TJs Time to &t at Safe the fmoalQi^ Mot&. 
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NOTE a 



The Reader will oblervc, that P. Page refers to.chfl 
n);w Tranilacion, L. Une^ to Mr. Drydiifi. ' 

P. I, But with thy Fines, &c-] 

Thai Inlrodu AioD the Commenutors hare not fulScientl}' takm intft 
tbeir ConiideratioD, and for want of tboraugfaly expliiau^ it 'tis 
oot eafy, for every Readef , to reconcile the COncfuTion of this Book 
with the Beginning of it. 

l^/I begin* with thcje Wordc tTwK tt Staht ctnam; but about 
the latter end of the Book, be prefers Olives, aiul Fruit, lod Tim* 
Iwr Treei, and even Shrubs, to the Vine itlelF, f. 41. 

^Mfi muHttmdHm 4fM fycthm Jtat tiitrunt t 

This it not eafily underftood, widmut obferving in honr puticUh^ 
1 roaniKr tbe Poet. Jmmediatel}' after Nhk tt £cchc tanam, add^ 

Kte HM SilvtfiriM ttamt Voxiit*, kc 

Tbe Rea£>a of which I conoeire to be this, 

fSrgS, in order to raifc the Dignity of tha Verfe, in this Place, aborc 
that of the Propofition, in the firil Georgic, ai be there make* 
ufe of a Figure, by employing ^dtre inft^ of Ttmjwi , fo hae, 
he chufea a nobler Figure, by the Apollrophe he makes to BiKctmti 
and in the third Book, be uf« the ^me Figure, for the lame Pur- 
pofe, three times in the two fitll Lines. 

But this EiprefTion, Knot tt Baccbe camim, baviilg the 
Air of fl BiKiMipte Piece, which was not by any Meaai the 
Poet't Intention , he immediately gives it another Turn , bf 
^edartng he wili celebrate equally with Btechui, that is, the Vin% 
every Twig of tbe Forell, This leems to hcVirgA'i Meaning, 
and this mue the Subjefl wort))/ of l^gil. He undertakes todif- 
dolc all the Bounties of Nature in her ProduSions of Trees^ and 
Plants, and Shrubsi and this he does from the Vm* to tbe Turz.e, 
I have been the more explicitc in this Note, becaufe no one has 
treated this PalTsge in this manner before, and becaulc it will leive 
(at a Key to the wbole Book. - . 

JmJ Olives rifii^,&c.'\ 

I ffloft defire tbe'Reaoer to obicnre once tor all, that Urgit olet 
fbe Fniit Ac the Tttc, and tbe Tree for fix Fruit prooiicuoufly. 



NOTES. 

* 

throi^bout the Whok Georgic : Aad this may finre to juftify tdt 
Tranilator in doing fo. 

P. 2. Jind Witly mbit^ning^ in its azur^ Dowm,'\ 

iriiis 19 one of f^gil's inimitable Lines, which paint the CharnM 
of Natuce Co euGdy to the life. Th^ upper Sides of the Leaves 
of the Tree, which, he defaibes, are of a light Green, the under 
Sides of a blewifli Ground , poiydfr'd with a kind of white 
Down, ^ that as they arc toiled about in the Wind , thev re- 
)enable a variegated Silk 3 fometimes the white prevails, ioine- 
times the UewiQi Azure, as the Leaves are more or lefi rai* 
ikdup. 

"ris much ^ifppted what Tree thi^ is which yirgil calls JEfiiJ/^l 
I can't find but that all he (kys of it, here, or elfewhere, is verj 
applicable to the Beech, and therefore I (l»ll take the Liberty to 
caU it by that Name, that I may he underftood by an ^l/Jb 
Reader. 

Jhd btmce the Osk^ wbofe Rites the Grscians love."] 
*Tis very well known how fond the Bpmmu were of their Gods 

•nd religious Ceremonies, an4 wi^t a Contempt they had iot thoie 

of other Nations. Tis in this manner Virgil ufes hMtA Gnujs «r4- 

€ttla qtitrcus. 

He fmiles at the Grukst as he calls them, for their Superftition; 

h^t^Mx. Dtydiu unbappDy applies this Paflage ferioufly, in iUk 

ji^ordf, 

fPlfiri Jove rf oU oraettloufly /poke, 

Ij. 27. Tbffe Ways of Planting Ifature did ordain.'] 

Mr. Dr^ bad faid a little 1*?forc, 1. 12. that y&w? Trees owe4 
their Birth to Mature, hcaufi they grew pithput Planting 5 and here he 
fijs, N^fire or4aimd thefe fV^s ef Planting. I could not but won- 
der hpw Mr. Diyden ihouldi fajl intp fo odd a Mj^ake ,• but look- 
ing into Mr. Myi'^ Tranflation pf the Ccorgic, I find he took this 
%W bom, him. This being the firft Occafion I have to mention 
this Gentleman, it may ^ot be iroprppcr tp inform tjie generality 
oif Readers, that this Writer Hv'd many Years fincc, and was a Ri- 
isA to Sir IflHiam mvenavf foi^ the fe^s, Wt unfi«;cefsfoj in his 
Pretenfion. tie writ fevcral Plays, and trapCkted Ii«f4», and Vtrgil^ 
Georgics. 

This laft, which is but a very moderate Pcrfprmance, Mr. X^i^* 

liad^lwajs b^fore^liis Eyes^ and, through Haft^, I' fuDppfe,v;^y ^e^ 

cj^ently tool^ twro, or three Lines;, even lomctinics, Hve, or fix* air 

&oft together, o^ cif'this oblture Author. There are in this 

* Georgic^ 



NOTES. 

Georgic, I bdievei almoft a hundred of Mr. Mm*$ Liach very lit* 
tie altered^ and in all tbe ibiir Gedrgics, t believe there maj be 
fotidd more than as many Wdred, ii ah/ Body has Leifure enough 
to ihak6 fuch a Search. 

P. 4. Whether you fpUt^ or parpen out tbe Foot.^ 

^uadrifidafquifudes: (^ acuto robore vattos. 

This Line has very much puzzled the G>mmentators, bdt tliel'^ 
is no great Difficulty in it> to any one that is the leaft vers*d in 
Husbandry, and cotiftqUisiitly know^ that there are two Wa^s bf 
^ntihg Setters. The ^leaSr^das ftUks is #hen the bottoM tt flit 
Ihtrofi both Ways i the tiam robwe is vvheh it is cut intb i-Pbiht^ 
mrtecfa it caBed the Cdt's Fm. 

But other Trees expeS their Racejhould rife^ Jce.^ 

There is a wonderfhl fi^dut^ in this Paflage. Here VirgU^ to di- 
ilinguifh the Vine, gives it Life, and the moft tender Paffions^^ 
The Fadt isy tliat the beft Way of raifingVihes is by laying brandies 
from the Tree into the Ground. This the Pofet lie&ribes is a ten« 
der Fondnefs for their 0£F-rpring. and repfefents them as pleafed 
with havii^ tUem under theii* Eycs> and wiliiHgl^ parting vTitti 
their own Subftance for their Nouriihment. 

p. 6. And now afftft wr, &c.] 

There are few Paflages in the Georgics, upon Which the Cbm-! 
mentators have employed more Labour than this. The Difficulty 
that perplexed 'em» arofe from ?ekp dt^ viU patenti , afad P^i le^ 
littms Oram, which plainly contradi6t each other $ but by altering 
one Letter, Trimo adverbialiyi inliead of Primi which Virgil ha) of-> 
ten uled, the I^ifficulty is removed, and fo light m Alteration may* 
be very readily allowed of by thofe who are acquainted with the 
Uncertainty of Copies of all Authors fo ancient as Virgil. 

But here my FerfeS^ &c.] 

B.UAHS and Mr. Dryden underftand nm hie te carmine fiBo relative^ 
]y to the whole Work iii gdfend 5 bUt it h plaih, Virgil confines it 
to his Invocation, non hie, rM h this fUce. The Condufioh feems 
to carry with it ibme- kind of Reflexion upon the common tedi* 
ous Forms of Invocation, which, it is probable, Macenas had beeq Of- 
ten tired With. 

ff 8. Tet thefe require^ &c.] 

^etScet ommim ift l06or ih^kdmdm^ 

H z, feiHeei 



NOTES. 

V 

is tranilated hat jet ( sit mrn m ) whkh {bans to be the cn- 
Ij Waj of coone^Hng thu Pafl^ with wlut goes before, aid 
wlnt n>llows. ThatVSrpl n&s this Adverb in fbcfa aScnce, appears 
from this Line in the t£uti Georgic, 

Where aD the Commentators take SeiScei mthe Seoce that 'tis nied 
in here* 

L. 91. Bui nobler Vlmes hy Pr^p^atiom thrive.'] 

An Trees thrive by Prop^^atioo, but the manner of their Propa- 
gation is different. If the Reader woold know how Mr. Dtj^dm 
came bjr this loofe Expreifion, he maj find in Mr. M^ this 
Line, 

jind Vims the heft ij Frcf^gMim thrive. 

And in th^ fame Place, the former Lino 

J^ the feme Metheds Fsfbum Mj^les live. 

L*94. Palm^ Peplar^ Firr defcendimg from the Steef 
Of Hills^ to try the Danger of the Deep J] 

Nothing can be finer than this Pailage is in the Original i nothing 
lefi like the Original than this Tranflation. 

P. 9. But Rlherts grafij &c.] 

In the iix following Lines, the Metre of the Latin is endeavour- 
ed after. Perhaps the fir(l and the laft are a tolerable Imitation of 
the Latin in our Language. 

L. 130. Tie Thafian Vines in richer Soils aiounJj 
The Mareotic grow in barren Ground^] 

Sunt ThafU vitesyfitm c^ Mareotides dlbA, 
Tingmbus he, tents hstbiles, leweribus ilU. 

I (hall have Occafion to ohCefve, ofber than once, that the! 
Commentators have fallen into many Miftakes, only for want of 
attending to the Grammatical Confhiidlion of their Author. That 
Ha relates always to the Laft Antecedent, and IlU to the 
Prior, no Body will diipute s but Tmanus having made this 
Miftake, I^us follows hi|n, and l\T.I>ryden^KuAusy9n^ in this 
Padage he (hews an implicite Subroiffion to the Reverend Fathers 



NOTES. 

for ihdk two Lines are Mr. Mn/st on]j he lias akerid tbem to 
Mudm's Interpretatioo, as the Reader will perceive bj Mr. Afty^s 
ycrfis. 

Tlie Ih0/um Vines in Aarrm Soils abound^ 
The Marmk thrive in Mer Ground. 

Li» 162. jI II forts of Trees their feveral Countries htow^ 
Black EJfon only will in India ^0W.] 

Theft two Lines have nothing of the Spirit of Vtrffl in tbeou 
but Mr. May perhaps is to be bluned on this Account. 

yi . All Trees their proper Cbuntries know. 
In InJm only will black Ebon grow. 

P. 14. Or all Panchaia's Plains manured with fpicy Stores.'] 

Thiere n a furprizing Majefty in theie Lines which begin the 
Fmfesofltafy, from 

Sed neqne Medorum Sylva, 

to 
Hu kca. 

The Interpretation of the lad of theie Lines differs from tlie Com« 
nentators, but I think it is Virgi^z Sencc. Hp always riies in hit 
Defcriptions. After he has mentioned Groves of Gtrons, and 
Golden Sandf , Ttrfia and India* what can be greater than to men* 
tion a Country dung'd with Spices, and what more proper to bring 
tbp DigrefTion home to his Subjc^, apd to conn^ it with. what 
fqllows? But this Pailage deferves to be examined more nearly. 
It \s plain* the Scnce of it turns upon this Word T'mgms. Now 
there are too many Places in the Georgics to be enumerated, where 
Tmguis terra^ Fingms hamuli or T'mg$u fobi^ny fignifies Lands well 
manured ; but where it once implies Dives by its Produce* as Rmhs 
and his Followers underfland it, I iiave not been able to discover. 

P. I J*. Here everlajling Spring adorns the Fteld^ 

And foreign HarveQs conjiant Snmmtr yield,] 

Hie ver ajjiduum atque aliems min(ius dfias. 

Thus this Line ftands in the (Original, and I do not wonder if none 
of the Interpreters have been able to make Sence of it : But if we 
al^ im^/%M to nnjpms^ it ieems very intelligible. 

'3 ^'X'i 



NOTES, 

WA bd ikescl/ ananertted io the PnKes of his Countrj, thtir 
Com. tteb Wio«, thdr OliVe*,at^ t^ CSttll. &d wW aluld fe 
mdfft ptdptfty tdehtitadi) aft^ thein. thifl ttidr /w^ t^^^^i f lie 
very poedcallf caUs thdr Verdure, ferfenuU Sfrojgt and thd^ fre- 
quent Hanrefts, e t mim t i d Summer. 

The MuSes, which he ukes uich particular ttbtide of in the 
firft Georgia is cut ieftti or dght Tiih6a a tM ili ^Aiflr. 

There is a Paflage in C&MM^iwi which maj give ibme Light to 
this in Vltpl. 

^uod leUM fuktrnt atkmpMmm mmfts* 



What ClauJum calls itliem pMrnim, Virgil ezprefles by alUm mij/e. 
What the former dcfcrifatt by iMfly%« ifA rwk0» the latter paints 
in a finer manner bv JBfiM. That this Pailage rdates to the 
foreign QrnJles, can hardly be difputed. for another Rea^n, becauie 
othorwiie Vkr^ would have left them out of his Prai(es of Ifaift 
which woulohflve been no inoonfideraUe Omiflion. Mr. JbrjJen 
trandates this Place thus, 

TerfetHul Sfr'mg owr haffy CUmmi Jkeu 

Twice breed the Cattle and twice hear the Drees. 

Here he feems to have altered Mr. Idafs Verfts to no great 
Advantage. 

fiefides this Land a Spring perpetual ices, 
Twke hietAwg Cattle ind t#k^betfiifg Tree«. 

Thddgh I muil <M^t, With relatfofir to bdth Ih6ft PaiB||^, t^t 
Virgil Mftt makei the Lafld or the Gliitfat» Sh, whatev^ tfaefe Geit- 
tlemen 9tt fkk&d tdf'do. 

L. 215*. Out Forts onjieepy Hills ^ that fat belovJ^ 

See wanton Streams in winding galleys flow J] 
Mere Mr. Diyden makes Stone ^iUs See^ and ^tis vtry unaccount« 
able that be (hoold pafs by £o many beautiful Metaphors, by ^hich 
Virgil gives Life, Sence, Hope, Fear, Love, Hatred, dbfi^ion. Am- 
bition, Avarice, and, in (hort, all forta dt PattHotsi, to Trees and 
Plants, and to the very Soil; I £iy, 'tis fh-ange Mr. Drjden Aiould 
pafs by all thefe Delicacies of the Fodt, ta^f, hi thek Kace, afcribp 
Si^ht to Stones and Trees> and the like* 



f: i<L^ 



NOTES. 

P.i&ThhLoHJberrelfj&c.^ 

It £sepa9, at ^'ft Sight, ta be aa miigae^ GoiBpUment which 
j^ makes here to Itafy. He fkjfa^ ^bey fprmcrlj uiisd to dig 
Gold and Silver out of her Mines. But if we confider what im- 

mi^mij fpUpw^ wbiob wp mitk oft€« do« tQ fiod <m tbc Poet's 
^c^ iaif the SoQoe frcqqcQtly a)akei the Conoe^ioQ without 
connedling Particles j I lay, if we confider what immediately fo)^ 
lows, the Poet's Compliment feems to be this. Itafy abounds with 
Mines of Gold and Silv^; Ifo^ I Uk^ qfimJIft tobe uftd IQ the pre- 
ient Tenfe) and fpirmerly the Inlitabitant^ employed tben;i(elyes in 
working of thofb Mines. But now, £iys he, and ^r many Ages 
iSlife,tbe Pepde are hccQine ws^like, apd feek other Empteymcots, 
and contemn Riches for Empire and Glory 5 which is a very deli- 
cate Compliment jn the Poet, to the Hmnans. Beiides, he wipes 
off the Rq>rQach wliich had been often objed^qd tq them, vix^. 
that they overran other Countries only for the 9ake of their Trealure^ 

P. 17. Do'ft far avert their Luxury from fiomt.^ 
Imbeltcm i^ff^tU Rom^Qif arcHm Indum. 

fm^Hlkm c«uAs the w)H)k Difficulty af this P9%f. The learth 
cd tjum^ and Ctum^ xw \fk\o % great ^ pf Hidoncil Coajo^lufe 
about this Paflages but as to that which is the main Point, they 
bevef at ^1 touch vpcifii it. 

Their Interpretatipua wi^h which Mr, BryVi^'s agrees, makes 
this Paflage a Banter upon Augi^usi foi: woa,t is it cl^^ to %, 
thai he, at the Head of a vaft Army> kept an (;fitmiaate Enemy 
^om the tifiman Country ? Virgil's meanhig, I fuppoie, m3y be 
this. 

A^ffifius was not a fiery Soldier, that phofe Fighting foe Fight- 
ing's Sake. Though lie was brave upon Occaflon, yet he fever car'd 
to hazard himib^ but where it was abfekitely neceli&ry. The 
Chara^er be zS^Ctc^ mod, was that of Love and Concern for his 
Country. This is the Btuer >9Sneas, aad %\i»fatw RoiiMiiiia» io^ea 
mention'd m thq #«ciid i ¥^A tlnis i« wbat Virgil fo^^^^ : He i^prefents 
Augfifius under AppF«)i<8MQeMMA k ft ^\^ 5|l^i5 of ^% Indiums fhfliiW ren- 
der his Army efieminate^ like the/»4r/i»JtthemfeJves^ apd thjsrefore he 
defcribes Him leaving the Delicacies of the R<mim, Court, and ex- 

pwifiag Hi«6lf t« tto Rai^iMt of a CaoypaieCL kl tbo fe(hfei|(ooft 
FiRta of 4fyk to qQjwnMd P^nce by hi^ Prejft^e, Thm ^ v 

verted the efieminate Inditm from tUime. Which .Sen^e of \im ^^ 
fage appears flill plaine;!^, wh^q we ob(erve, that Wa Figure very 
common to Vhpk ifemm^tf^ Inditm h the fime Thing as Indian 
Effeminacy^ 

L.1^7. 



NOTES, 



■* ,' 



L.247. T%i Nature of tbeirfev^ralSink^nw^feey 

Their Strength^ tbeir Colowr^ their fertility. "l 

ttaue heut arvemm tngmui. 

Mr. Drjim cannot be iaid to have tnmflated ttrvwmm in^tim to* 
krably, \sj the }il»twr% tf their SeUs^ bat indeed tfae& two Lines are 
Mr. Moj/'s. 

Now all Soils fiveral Natures let us fee> 
Tbeir Strength, their Colour, and Fertility. 

Mr. DrydeifB two nett Lines are almoft imbufyn from Mr. 

p. iS. tirjiftubbom LauJ^ or a malignant HULj 

D^Sktles frinmm terrd, cotti/qtte nrnUffu* 

It U impoffible not to perceive the ezquiiite Delicacy of tie 
in this Place, and that they relate to (bmething d^ be« 



fides the Sou. ilough untradlable Grounds muft be humoured in 
their own Way, or oft they will be good fbr nothing. But thoie 
of a better Temper will anfwer nobler Purpofes. 

L. is6. But where the Soil^ with f atoning Moifture fill* d^ 

Is cloatVd with Grafsy and fruitful to be tilPdJ] 
Mr. lyryden tranflates firtUis sibere, fruitful to be tiWd, which is 
very wide from the Author's Meaning, but Mr. Idff is Principal in 
this Miilake. 

But Ground more fertile with rich Moifture fill'd, 
WeU cloath'd with Grafs, and fruitful to be tiU'd. 

L. 272. T%enfeek TarentumV Lawns andfartheji Coaft^ 

Or ftteh a Field as haplefs Mantua lojt.'] 
The Bril Line is not a proper Tranflation of 

Saktts &faturi fetito kngimpM Tarenti* 



But thefe Veries likewiie Mr. Dvyden has taken almoft 
from Mr. May, and, one would thmk, without £q much as look« 
ing upon the Latin« 



Ihenfeek Tarentum'i Lavmsn mdfmhefk Cot^t 
Such Fields at ha^ft Mantua hat Itfi. 



7m 



This laft Ltne of Mr. hif^'s has fometbing very l6o^ in ft. I 
wiih the Author intended it. The Metre ns extremely grave and 
folemn* as it is remarkably fo in the. Original. There the Vcrfe 
4vmfUms, and every Word fccms toji^h. 

Aut qiuUem h^eUx a/t^/ Mantua camftwt. 

P. la Lands totbt Eye^ &c.] 

This is another of thole Pallages which all the Commentators 
iiave mifunderftood, more or lefs, tor want of foroe Knowledge of 
Country Aflairs. Rudm, according to his ufuai Cuftom, only ab« 
£tra€ts Btmanus, Virgil fpeaks here of three forts of Soil, two of 
which are fie for Corn, the other not. The firfl he defcribes 
thus>aloofeSoil which lobks dark, and fat, when turned up with the 
Plough. Nigra fere, &c. Thefecond is Foreil, or Coppice Ground. 
jita emde iratm Sy^am, See. The third he defcribes in a very po- 
etical manner, by the different E&c6t the Plough has upon it. 
Jit fudisinitfuu 6cc. 

. The loofe rich Ground, firil mentioned, looks dark, and fat, even 
below the piercing of the Share, but the hard rubbly Field, quite 
contrary, is all white and ihining, imfulfi vtmere, becaufe the 
Plough muft be drove into it ; luch Ground not being to be 
jiougb'd but by putting Weight upon the Head of the Beam. 

■ 

L. 283. 7%e like of Foreji Land is underjlood,"] 

This Line puts me in Mind of M. Bdleau's Expreflion relating 
to a French Vcxfe which he fays, was colder than all the Ice of 
Norway. The two following Lines, which Mr. DtyJen has joined 
with it, are almoft entirely in>m Mr. M^. 

L. 291. Then Birds forfah the Ruins of their Seat^ 

And^flyingfrom their Nefis^ their callow Toung forget J\ 

JintiquaJqHt domos avium cum ftirfikis imis 
Iruit : ilU ahum mdis fetiere reli^is. 

I underAand this Place in a manner different from Kuaus, and 
others, who interpret fitrpi^us imis, the Roots of the Trees. 
The(e Words are connected to domos avium, and confcquently, ac- 
cording to Virgil^s dear Way of Writing, muft relate to the Birds; 
bcfides, if they related to the Roots of the Trees, it would be an 
ufelefs Tautology j for, that the Roots were grubbed up, is faid be- 
fore, nemora evertit* And again» cum ftirpibus imis is the beft £x- 
preiHon pofTible to defcribe where the Birds young ones were lodg- 
ed i for it is well known, that by getting down into the Bot- 
tom of decayed Trees » fcveral forts c? Birds preferve their 
Sfood. 

1 I tranflate 



NOTES. 

I tnnBzteAkumt the Top of the Tree, and not tfae jik, hccsaik 
in Fad, when hollow old Trees are felled, in which Birds have 
^oung ones, they always keep hovering aboat the Top> and mak- 
ing a kmentabk Noife for federal Days together, 

P. 21. But where the Plough is urgiy dec] 

I have already accounted for this Trandation, but I may ob* 
ferve farther, that miu umfm iignifies rMU Grotrnd, beyond all 
Difpute^ becaufe Virgil immediately mentions every fort o£ ru66k 
Crotmd that we know of, to wit, eoarfe Gravel, Stem Bra/b, or 
/ieify Grofttul, and helJem ChaUu 

P. 22. That Soil is Light, and will be to the Vine 
A loaded Udder ^ 4md to bleating Kine.J^ 

Si deerum-, ramm, Fecertquefj^ VkibHs idniis 
jiftius Uber mr. 

A Btmeh of Grapes, and a CpvV Udder^ are two of the fineS 
Emblems of Fertility. Virgil o^en compares them together. Ths 
Crduians named one fort of Grapes from the Udder, as we find in 
thebqginning of this Book. ■ titnddis Bumafte raeemis, p. 1 1. 

Bumafte is derived from two Greek Words, B«^ fc^fi^t which 
fignifie a Corn's Udder. 

Virgil fays, p. i8. FerfiUs tJbere campus. Here he ofes a bolder 
Figure, where he fays, jfpsists Uber a^it. And p. if. he employs 
the fame Figure as before. 

Jn deufo wnfigmr Ubere Bacchus* 

IButJhould the Mould [well up, &c.] ^ 

This PaHage cannot be tod much admhred. The Subjed is on* 
]y about filling; a Pit with the Earth that came out of it : If the 
Ground is rich and heavy, it will over fill it > but With what a 
J^ftinefi of Expreflion is this defcrib'd ! 

The Earth (hews all the Haiightinefs that ever accompanied im- 
menfe Wealth. 



In fua pojfe negabunt 



Ireloca, (ji* fcrobibus fuferabit terra riplesis. 

There is an Emphafis in every Word; and what follows main* 
f^m the Chara&cr to the grcatefi HeUght imaginable. 

Mas 



NO TE S. 

GMos em^Mttis, crajpupa terga 
Exff$^a» & vdUdis ^sun frofcmde j^tncis'. 

Jj. 343. 7%e heavier Earth is by her Weight betrayed.'] 

1 muft confdfi, I can hardly think this Line intelligible, bat Mib. 
I>ryden took it from Mr. hday-t as he did the next but one. 

The Colour of the Soil* and Black f rem lyhitB. 
And the two next. 

Yet this the flapts that profpcr there will flie^, 
Blac)c I?|r, ?itcb Trpe^, unjd the baleful Yew. 

And again, thefe two at the Bottom of the iame Pagr^ 

And hoary Frofts, after the painful Toil 
Of delving Hinds> will rot the mellow Soil 

But to follow Mr, I^ydm, after this manner, through Mr. JilffV 
Tranflation, would be a very tedious Employment, and therefore I 
iball beg leave to refer the Reader to the Book itfelf. 

P. 2 J*. Tofwell their er&ivd^d Dfigs^ &:c.] 

I have explained thisPafl^ge in the Notes upon p. 12. 

P. 16. As when two mighty Armies^ &c.] 

This is the only Simile in all this Georgic, the Reafon of whicb 
ieems to be, that Metaphors and fliort Defcriptions, which are fa 
frequent in every Part of this Georgic, are of the fame Nature and 
Ufe in Poetry, as Similes. As for this Simile itfelf, nothing could 
be more fublime, than to coimpare a Vineyard to two Armies. 
4xiwn iq> in order of Battle againft each other. Mr. Dry den palU 
the Gomporiibn, hj running Into a Metaphor of the fame Nature, 
before he comes at it. In the Conclu(ion,he quite mifbkes VirgA*% 
Sencc> by tranflating, Dubim medOs Mars errat in armis^ 

And equsd ^k^/* like an impartial Lord, 
Leaves all to Fortune and this dint of Sword. 

Whereas, Vfrgil fays, the Armies are drawn up with fucb great 
Exa^eis, and appear, both of them, Co well appointed, that idar^ 
himfclf cannot judge which is like to have the Advantage of th^ 
Day. 

p. 27. Tie Beech ftaetds firfl^ ficcj 

This is a very fine Ddcripdon of the Beech. Towards the 
Condufion of it, VhrgA points out a very delicate Moral on the Infig- 
nificaaoe md Sbortaefs of Man's Life. 

1% p. a9. 



NOTES. 

P. 28. Plant not thy Vineyard^ &c.] 

It is worth obferviog, that the Poet has brought together mott 
Precepts here, than in any one part of all the Georgics; bat it is 
likewife remarkable, that he has pkced them very artfully* betwixt 
that fine Faffi^e juft mentioned^ and another equally beautiipul. 

• 

For oft a Sparky &c.] 

Here we have a fingle Spark of Fire followed, till it ends in a 
general Conflagration > and throughout all the Veries, the Fire oi 
the Poet's Fancy, and the Strength of his Lines, increafe in Pro- 
portion as the natural Fire which he reprcfeats» wouM do. 

P. 31. tfd dawned the Days^ &C.] 

Thisfeeros to be the Sence of illnxiffiJiis, ^htch being joined with 
iahiiffetenorem, makes this Paflage very intelligible. Every Day of 
the whole Year was like a Day in the Spring. This Vir^U farther 
explains by Vei^iUud erat^ & Ver mugnmngfhM oithU* 

P. 34. In parching Summer^ &c.] 

Cidfiiptr mdiffMs hyemiSt fiUmtpti poiaitem, &c. 

I undcrftand futer in this Place, as it h faid, fitper unam^ or eUe 
it (eems to me that there would be a difagrcad)le Repetition olf the 
iame Things in the following Lines. 



^ 35*. T'hey ride on Swings^ &c.] 
The different Opinions of the Commentators are innumerable 



Fffgota nee amtum, &c« 

The different Opinions of the Commentators are innumerable on 
this Place. The Sence in which it is taken hare» ieems to be fupport« 
ed by the general Notion, which the Frequenters of the Bacchana- 
lian Ceremonies always had, namely, that they were purged by be- 
ing thus toflTcd in the Wind, of which the Fan was an Emblem. 
24yjiica Vanmisjacchi. There is a very ancient Medal extant, which, 
I think, Umftmm has taken Notice of, that represents this Cere- 
jnony of fwinging betwixt two Trees at a Bacchanalian FefHval. 

l»tt Cakes in Chargers y and a hallowed Goaty 
Dragged by the Horns y be to his Altars brought.'] 

I am obliged to Mr. T>ryden for thefc two Lines, except that I 
diftr from him in the Eoithet of G«%, which he has given to 
the, Goat. And I likewife own my fclf indebted to him for near 
as much in the Defaiptionof the Lemon-Tree, /. 13. 

P-37- 



NOTES. 

P, 37. Nor mujiyou not the binding Furze frepareJ] 
^rs^.^um ttiam ajfera rufci 



VimtM.' 



The Latin maj admit of another Senccand then the LiaeihouU 
be thus* 

Kor mufiym mt the Brambh's Tnimfrefari. 
The Reader will judge which is \x&. 

Now joyful Songs tbeftnip^J Labours crown."} 

I muft confefiy I do not underftand, after much Inquiry, what 
Virgil means by ixtremos antes. I belleFe he alludes to fbme Song, 
of which no Notice is come down to us. I have tranflated it 
generally, without hinting at more Knowledge than I am Ma- 
ttel' of. 

P. 38. Olives quite otberwifi^ &c.] 

. We are now come to a new Scene. Hitherto Virgil has expati'^' 
ated on the Vine j but now he enters on a very different Subjed^* 
^e has (hewn wli^t endleis Labour the Vine requires, and the Un- 
certainty of the Produd at laft. Now, fays he^ quite contrary to 
the Vin^, the Olive requires no Labour at all, after it is once well 
fettled in the Ground* All you need do, is to plow the Soil a- 
bout then?, anid you may be fure p£ a Crop of Olives. 

After OHves, h^ goes on to Fjmit Trees j and all the Trouble 
that belongs to them is nothing but Ingrafting. Then he proceeds- 
to the wild Forefl Fruits, which require no manner of La- 
bour; afterwards to the Cytifus, Willows, Furze/Box, and other. 
Plants J and laftly, he declares the Uiefuhiefs of old decayed 
Trees. 

Thus he makes this Work of univerfal Concern. All, Lands 
will not bear Vines, or Corb, or' Olives i but every Land will 
bear fbmething. or other, and by pointing out the Produce of the 
ieveral Kinds of Soil, he applies himfelf to all forts of Country 
People. 

» 

Nourijb with tbefe the Olive's kind increafe.J 

This IS one of the moft r^arkable Pailages in the Georgic,^ 
where the Commentators have mi(carried, meerly for want of^t- 
lending to the Grammatical Conl{ru£bion. 



Boc finguem& flailtam fad mttritor Ojivam. 



There 



NOTES, 

There is no School Boy, if he was to conftrue this Ver&, hot 
would look back to the mt Word but oqc, w) find Vmere to johi 
with Hoc, But it happens in this Cafe, as in many others* that if 
once a Perfon of great Name awakes ^ Mi^ke, others foUow him, 
and fo the Error becomes at laft univerial. 



P 



. 39. This covers whbftrofi^ l»ifffSj &p.] 

1 have taken the Liberty to paraphrafea little upon CemJU feptem-^ 
tptifrm (^pahds Mdii fijfkimt, becaufe I have ieen fb much of 
the Ufe of that Plant in bptb thpfb I^pci^. 

P. 40. New to the Harrrvofs ToUj or Pe^^foM^s Csre,'] 

'Tis very odd there fhould not be one Edition of Virgil » in 
which this Line is rtgto pointed; th^ Gooima is s^waya piyt o&tx 
bornhmm. Ti^ere is a very curipus Vorianies lA^ims of VirgU^ in 
my Lord SmtderUnd's Library* in yihxch thi^ Line has no Comnu| 
at all. This (hews the Doubt that Copy ift badi but the Sence 
clears up the Difficulty. Cj^4 <^i^Q| bp jKparated ^om BimMmnn\ 
zndR0jlris muft relate to the Laix>ur of Cattle. \fi»jiw fMdir$ 
rMftrL Georgic. i. 

p. 41. Gives Bacchus ought fo ivorthy of Applaufe^ 

We arc now come to the Applicatioo. The Poet had before ob- 
firvedy that the Vine required infinite Tremble, and, for tint Rea- 
ion, he prefers Olive, and Fruit, and ForeJH Trees to it $ thou^ 
his true Reafbn was, to make People in love with what they had; 
But now he infinuates a farther and more convincing Argument 
in favour of the latter, which ist that the Produce of &le Things 
is never pernicious to Mankind. But tfai$ cannot he £ud of the 
Vine $ for the Vinc^ he tells u^ octafioned the firf^ Quaifd ^AaX 
was known among^ Friends and Brcsthren. 

His Gifts^ cf fatal Ills ihefir^fuent Caufe.J 

Bacchus e^ ad cfdfam ca$tfa$ dedit. lU^fitrentes 
Caftauros Utho ^^rfutt^m 

This PafTage is generally explained by joining kfio with do^mfi 
But it feems to me that it fhould be joined with fiarmtes^ as it i« 
laid, furens kd, im/idid» amer$, &c« and as VkgU himfdf iiiys in the 
iecond ^ndd. 



CadiNecfSi 



,ViM itfiftiremm 



And then the Meaning is, domttit, he overtami, in the common 
Sence as W!m is &id to oFcrcomc any on^ and made tbdn mad 

$0 



NOTES. 

fi UieaA. In the other Sehce> PSr^ woidd cdntradid whit he 
•£iid beford i&iccBas & nd a^fum tmrfus itdk. Hov^ wottid 
Baecbm haVe been to blaine» for haTin^ puniihed with Death profli- 

ets Wretches that would have ratilhed the Bride from her Huf- 
nd ? This was a juft and not a blameable A(^Dn> but the fihinie 
was his overcoming their Reaibn* and exciting them to that 
Outrage. 

P. 42. bafpy Swains^ ftc] 

The following Piece is jnftly efteemed "one of the fined of irll 
Antiquity. The delicate manner in which the Poet introduces it» 
is this. 

In ibeaking of the Vine, as we have juft now obferved, he. men- 
tions the Quarrel between the Centums and the Lapithd, who were 
Neighbours and Relaticms. 

At the Time that the Geotgic was writ, the Miieriies of thb 
Civil Wars were fo fxeih in the Memory of the RaoMns, that they 
could not but be fenfible what Virpl pointed at, upon the leaft mira- 
tion of Broils amongft People of the fime Country^ and Kindred. 
From thence he takes Occafion to reprefbit, how happy they were 
in being delivered from thofp Calamities. And to come home to 
his Subje£t, he telfs them, that now the £4rtn was at Liberty to 
be fiuthful. to their Labours $ the Scene t^ing ex^eamly, alteredfrom 
that which was iheWn at the Cohcluuon of the firft Georgif, i& 
Utde incomparable Lines» 



^m tiUusAratro 



I>iffms Hffffos, fyuaUnt MuBit mrvn Cdcnis, &c. 

But It is worth while to confider this Piece, which ends this 
peorgic. Paragraph by Paragraph. 

I. O fortmatos mmmnh Sec. 

SMfibma norintf is a tender Reproach for then* Inienfibility of 
being delivered a difmdihm armis, knd reftored to the quiet Enjoy- 
ment of their Pofledions. The Poet likewife infinuates the Ad- 
tantage Which Would accrue to theiii from the loi^ Difcontinuance 
of Husbandry. This is what he means by jufiffinm teUus Frntdtt 
tumo facdem viBttm. The Earth, after having lain fiill fo long, 
.will pour out vaft Crops ; which is true, in Nature. 

II. Si fim tmmenfam firikis, &c. 

Here the Poet begins to enter upon Argument. In the firft 
Place, he addrefles himfelf to People of the greateft Confideration» 
who being dazzled by the Splendor of the Court, negledted the 
Happinefs of the Country. On this Occafioni he paints the uie- 

I Icfs 



NOTES. 

lt& Pomp of the fbnner, and the real Bleflings of the latter> in the 
ftrongeft G>lours that ever came from apy Pencil Nor is there 
fuch a Contraft to be found in any other Writer, sTs this bf rwixt 
the Line abovement]oned» and me veto fnmtsmt &c. before which 
Verie there ought not to be made an]r full Stop. 

III. Me vero frimtsm dukes, 6cc. 

• 

What conneds this P^fiage with the former, which no one of 
the Commentators has endeavoured to (hew, is plainly the Poet's De- 
fign to obviate very properly an Objedlion ad hmunem^ It could 
be juftly oblbved, that though he wrote admirably well in praife 
of the Country, preferably to the Court-Life, vet his Prance ran 
counter to his Precepts, whilft he fpent all his Time in Hfime. 
To this Virgil replies, that he was carried beyond himfelf by the 
Love which he had to natural Philofbpby, and That made him pafs 
{o much Time in the City amongft the Philofbphers ; which, con-* 
fidering whofe Company he frequented, was not an artlefs Com-> 
pliment to AMgufim and l&unm. 

IV. Sm bat ne feffkn mnurd Muedere, Sec 

The Poet queftions, with great Modefty, whether he may 
have Capacity enough for ib high a Study. If he (hould not; the 
Country, he fays, was what charmed him above all Things. Then 
he falls into a Rapture in praife of the Country, and forgets him- 
£11; (feemngly) and wiflics he werethae infbmtly. 

V. IdUx qui fotmti &:c. 

Here he recovers himfelf from his Digreilion, and makes a £o^ 
lid Refledion upon the Happinefs of arriving at that Height of 
Learning, which, he lays, a little before, was his only Study. 

VI. Tortmaim e^ lUe, &c. 

Next to that Happinefs he places the Satisfa£bion of a retired 
Life, which he defcribes in a very fine manner. Hitherto he ^caks 
with relation to Men of Figure, and at Eaie. 

VII. SMidtam ulU remis, &c. 

. Now he comes to the Men of Bufinefs, and enumerates a great 
yariety of Employmenu in the Town Life. 



yill. 4S^icols 



NO TE S. 

VIIL AgrkoU inatrvc terram,^c 

Here he dcfcribcs the Employment of tfie Countryman, nsjl 
makes this as ufcful, as the former pernicious, to Mankind. 

IX. Hanc Rhemus & Frater, ^r. 

The Poet obferves, that this was the Life which the Founders of 
Rwne were trained up in. 

X. Aureus hanc vitam, &c. 

This was the Life of Satftrn in the Golden Age, before the 
Trumpet was blown, and before Hammers forg'd the Sviwd, Upon 
naming the SvuxrJt the Poet fcems to ftart, as if ail the Miferies 
of the Civil War were brought afrelh to his Sight, and inftantl/ * 
concludes, Sed rm immenfiim, Sec* 

L. 694. Or lift me high to Hsmus billy Crown^ 

Or in the Plains of Tcmpe lay me down.^ 

■!■ O qui megilidis in vMbm Hsmi 
Sifiat! 

I do not fuppofe it is pofTible to make a more ridiculous Traa^ 
ilation than tbele two Lines of Mr, Drysien*s. The cool Valleys of 
Hdmus, he calls. High Hsemus hilly Crorm. 

Or in the Flains (jf Tempe lajf me down. 

This is certainly very much below Criticifm, and what follows 
in the next Page, is hardly worth attending to. 

From his lov'd Home no Luae tm him draw, "^ 

The Senate's mad Decrees he never faw, C 

Nor heard at bawling Bars corrupted Law. j 

The laft Line has been taken Notice of in the Prefiice, but the 
former was omitted. One would wonder what could make Mr. 
Dryden put fuch an ExprelTion into Virgil'^ Mouth, via. the Senate's 
mad Decrees, juft at the Time that they had decreed Auguftus Di- 
vine Honours : But if that Circumibnce did not occur to Mr. 
Dryden^ he fliould have known however, that Virgil was not apablc 
of talking of the Senate in fuch a Stile, at any Time, or upon an/ 
Account. 

K P. 45-; 



p. 4^. Nor Plty^ nor ev'*a £nvy can h'efouHJj 

There Hone for IVant repine^ and none abnumdr^ 

I cannot by any means think, that the ill natut'd Sence, V^hftb 
Mr. Dryden^ after the ComnQcntators, has given to this Line* is 
agreeable to Vtrgil's peculiar jgood Temper. 1 wifli he had follow- 
ed his Friend Mr. Mtty, who underftands it in the fame manner as I 
Lad trandated it, before I ever iaw His VerliQin. 

And every belflefs Houpold-Qodmeks down."] 

Hie fet'a txcidib Urbem^ miferofqne TetMtes, 

IRudw, who afTures his Readers in his Preface, that he liad not 
omitted the Explanation of any difficult ^aflage, has nor» hfbwever, 
taken miferos p^tet at all into his Confideration. Virgil points at 
the Avarice of the Soldiery, who were & profligate as to dedroy 
a Town for the fake of the Plunder*, and to carry awsiy the HouT- 
hold-Gods witli tlie reft of tbe SpbH. I)e calls them mtjferoit fina^esy 
becaufc they were £o far 'frotti bdng aHfc to hdp thofe that wor- 
ihipped them, that they were not able to deliver themfelves from the 
Pillagers. This is very agreeable With the vcs&txi O^mm that the 
'Romans had of the Gods of other Countries, which his beta taken 
Notice of in a former Note. 

« 

L. 740. Jlifd hence the Country Wur^ts urefttppifiy 
Enongh remains for itoujjold Charge i(fi^.'] 



*Hmc Fafriam, farvofyne Kefotes 



Suftinei^ &c. 

What can be (aid in excufe of fucb Ver{e as this, were it from 
the loweft Writer, with Vtrgil before his Eyes ? 

P. 47. Nor rejls the Tear, iutjiill with Frmt ahmnds.l 

Nee refdesi qnm ant fmis exubent Jimms. 

It ieems as if omw was uriderftood in this Pla(%,M^f rtifAs Mn^i 

in the fame manner as, Urhtm ijptom ftatM veflfa #/?, in the JlEfieid. 
It is very poetical to apply Labour to the Year, but ff nee i'^es 
be applied to the Husbandman, as it is by Mr. Dtydtn^ and Otbtrs, 
this would make the Fertility of the Seaibns to depend up<Mi the 
Husbandman, which, I dare iay, Virgil never thought of. 

A Storm 
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